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2017 Public Policy Updates

Increase the State Historic
Rehabilitation Tax Credit
from 10% to 25%

Passage of a version of these bills will bring more
investment and jobs in reusing WV historic buildings.
Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits are a cost-effective
way to leverage private investment to rehabilitate and
reuse qualified historic buildings. They support

- State Legislation

West Virginia. We would lose crucial Historic Preservation
Grants that keep roofs on historic buildings. Arts
Programming that supports activities around the state
like the Huntington Symphony, WV Public Theater, and
local community arts activities, as well as Festivals from
Vandalia Gathering and Appalachian String Band Festival
at Clifftop, to Mountain State Forest Festival and fairs in
small communities, would all lose funding through the
Governor’s recommended budget. These programs utilize

investment, create jobs, and preserve the
best of our historic building fabric for benefit of
community economic development.

Senate Bill 238 - Introduced by Majority
Leader Ryan Ferns (R - Ohio, 01)

Senate Bill 323 — Introduced by Senator Glenn
Jeffries (D — Putnam, 08)

While both bills adjust the credit from 10% to
25% with respect to personal and corporate net
income tax, the major difference between the two
is that SB 323 includes a date after which the
increased rate takes effect. Only rehab projects
started after June 30, 2017 would be eligible for
the 25% credit.

House Bill 2545 — Introduced by Delegate
Erikka Storch (R — Ohio, 03)

As it's currently written, the legislation would
only adjust the credit to 25% with respect to the

Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits can be instrumental in saving
historic structures.
(above) was aided by such tax credits, while the Masonic Temple in
Fairmont (below) is a prime candidate for utilizing these tax credits.

Preservation of Morgantown’s Weiss Building

corporate net income tax and would not include
personal income tax.

House Bill 2416 — Introduced by Delegate
Rodney A. Pyles (D — Monongalia, 51)

As it's currently written, the legislation does
not include a date the increased rate takes effect,
but it does apply to both personal income tax and
corporate net income tax. Urge your legislators to
support increasing and improving the WV Historic
Rehabilitation Tax Credit.

Fully Fund Division
of Culture & History
Programming for the

2018 Fiscal Year

PAWV advocates for the Division of Culture & History
programming and grants to be fully funded in 2018. This
statement is in response to Governor Justice's FY2018
Recommended Budget (SB 199 and HB 2018) defunding
all Division of Culture & History appropriations coming
from the state Lottery Education Fund (fund 3534 in
the budget). This includes the following appropriations
(numbers reference line items in the budget):

+ 09200 - Preservation WV

+ 31100 - Historic Preservation Grants

(also known as Development Grants)

* 12200 - Fairs & Festivals

¢ 62400 — Grants for Competitive Arts Programs

Defunding these will cause a major detriment to
economic development and cultural heritage tourism in

state funds to leverage federal, community and private
dollars for programs that support jobs, bring visitors to
WV tourism destinations, and enhance quality of life that
attracts new business.

Increase the Authority
of Historic Landmarks
Commissions

House Bill 2356 - Introduced by Rodney A. Pyles (D -
Monongalia, 51)

This legislation would require the approval of the
Historic Landmarks Commission (if one exists) for
certain Municipal Planning Commission projects, such
as demolition or construction, within a National Register
Historic District.



2017 Public Policy Updates - Federal Issues

Historic Tax Credit
Improvement Act

HR. 1158 / S. 425 - The
Bipartisan Historic Tax Credit
Improvement Act (HTCIA) -
Introduced by Representatives
Mike Kelly (R-PA-03) and Earl
Blumenauer (D-OR-03) in the
House and Senators Ben Cardin
(D-MD) and Susan Collins (R-ME)
in the Senate will broaden the use

Support Funding for National
Heritage Areas - This funding
benefits National Coal Heritage
Area and Wheeling National
Heritage Area in West Virginia,
as well as 47 others across the
country. Support continued funding
for National Heritage Areas.

Corporation for
National and

and impact of the federal historic
tax credit by encouraging the reuse
and redevelopment of historic
properties in small, midsize, and
rural communities.

The Historic Tax Credit Improvement Act
would create program efficiencies and simplify
the application process for owners of smaller,
historic properties on Main Street, expanding
the use and accessibility of the program.
Additionally, HTCIA will increase the credit from
20 to 30 percent for projects with rehabilitation
expenses of less than $2.5 million, which will
help inject new private investment into smaller
and more rural communities.

Other improvements include simplifying the
process for a one-time transfer of historic tax
credits to investors for smaller projects with
rehabilitation expenses under $2.5 million. The
bill provisions represent the first major changes
to the federal historic tax credit since the 1986
Tax Reform Act.

In addition, some tax reform proposals would
include elimination of Historic Tax Credits. This
program supporting community revitalization
and preservation of our historic properties
is too valuable to lose. Historic Preservation
Tax Credits support investment, create jobs,
and preserve the best of our historic building
fabric for benefit of community economic
development.

Urge your legislators to co-sponsor and
support these Historic Tax Credit Improvement
bills, and to oppose any efforts to weaken or
eliminate Historic Tax Credits.

Support Funding for the
Historic Preservation Fund

The Historic Preservation Fund (HPF)
supports  the initiatives mandated by
the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, including funding for State Historic
Preservation Offices and Survey and Planning
Grants to local communities. The HPF uses

The Kaley Center in Wheeling was transformed utilizing both state
and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits. More projects like this
would be possible with increased state and federal tax credits

non-taxpayer dollars to partner with States
and Tribes to help save important places in
your community AND brings your local voice to
federal decision-making. Adequate funding for
the HPF is essential for recognizing, preserving
and utilizing our Nation’s historic resources for
all Americans. Urge your legislators to support
HPF funding.

Support for National
Heritage Areas

S. 401 - Appalachian Forest National
Heritage Area Act of 2017 - Introduced by
U.S Senators Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), Shelley
Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.)
and Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), the bill would
designate the 18-county region in the highlands
of West Virginia and western Maryland as a
National Heritage Area. A companion House
bill is expected soon. Thank your legislators for
supporting this bill.

HR 1002 - National Heritage Area
Program Bill - Would establish a designated
program for National Heritage Areas within the
National Park Service, including clear criteria
for designation and evaluation. According to the
bill sponsors, Congressmen Charles Dent (R-
PA) & Paul Tonko (D-NY), “National Heritage
Areas are considered one of the Department
of the Interior's most cost effective initiatives,
relying on a public/private partnership in which
every federal dollar is matched with an average
of $5.50 in other public and private financing.”
Encourage House co-sponsors and Senate Bill
introduction.

Page 2

Community Service
Fully Funded

There is nothing more American
than national service — no other
solution capable of uniting the country, solving
local problems, and empowering a generation
of leaders. Consider the devastating impact on
our local communities struggling with poverty,
hunger, and natural disasters if the programs
where 80,000 young Americans serve are
eliminated. What message does that send the
next generation of young people who are ready
to roll up their sleeves and serve our nation?

National service is too powerful an idea
to be eliminated. In West Virginia alone, the
West Virginia Commission for National and
Community Service (dba Volunteer West
Virginia) administers 12 AmeriCorps State
projects and 2 AmeriCorps VISTA projects
statewide. These programs support about 900
AmeriCorps members annually in West Virginia.
Preserve WV AmeriCorps and Appalachian
Forest Heritage Area AmeriCorps provide direct
service to preserve West Virginia's heritage,
while other programs address health and food
security, conservation, veteran's programs,
and education support. Volunteer West Virginia
is working with the WV Council of Churches,
Step by Step, First Choice the Harrison County
Family Resource Network and other partners to
develop an understanding of how AmeriCorps
can be part of the solution to WV's opioid
overdose epidemic. Last year AmeriCorps
programs supported 472 local sites in West
Virginia by placing AmeriCorps members,
coordinating service projects, and recognizing
volunteers. Their work supports hundreds of
nonprofit partners and volunteers working
together to solve some of West Virginia’s most
challenging issues. Urge continuation of and
full funding for the Corporation for National
and Community Service (CNCS), and for the
retention of the AmeriCorps program.
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Happy Retreat’s Grand Idea Project

By Mercy Klein, Preserve WV AmeriCorps Member

Charles Washington's Happy Retreat has come a long way since it
was selected in 2010 for PAWV's Endangered Properties List. At the
time of its listing, the nonprofit Friends of Happy Retreat (FOHR) group
was working with the owners of the property to acquire and preserve it
for public use. In 2015, after a 10-year, uphill effort, FOHR and the City
of Charles Town were finally able to purchase the 12.3-acre property.
FOHR's goal has been to restore the property and repurpose the home
as an historical, cultural, and educational community center and heritage
tourism attraction. FOHR and the city intend to establish Happy Retreat
as the area’s go-to hub for arts, culture, learning, and regional tourism - a
plan they have dubbed “The Grand Idea Project.”

The project name stems from Happy Retreat being the first stop for
George Washington in his pursuit of his “Grand Idea” of expanding
America into uncharted territories. FOHR and the city plan to take Happy
Retreat beyond just being a historic house museum or a historic tour
stop where one listens to a docent and looks at pictures and plaques.
They want to take Happy Retreat to the next level by establishing it as a
“historically hip” hub for arts, culture, making, and learning. They will do
this by incorporating the use of interactive and creative technologies to
foster grand ideas and connections and to help them share those ideas
and connections within the community, beyond the community, and to the
world. FOHR and the city have partnered with the Sextant Group and
others to help bring their Grand Idea Project to fruition.

The work that is underway now includes restoration of the home’s
facade, windows, and west wing rooms; removal of a screened porch;
upgrade of building systems; installation of an events kitchen; and repair
of the home and Summer Kitchen roof. The home will continue to serve
as a space for arts and cultural events, and the upper floors will be used
for nonprofit activities. The restoration project does not stop there.
Future plans include restoring the historic Summer Kitchen for heritage
tours and outdoor events and restoring the carriage house for use as the
“Washington Welcome Center.”

Although the home
and the outbuildings
have not yet been
completely  restored,
this has not hindered
FOHR and the city's
pursuit in establishing
Happy Retreat as a
historic space for arts,
culture, learning, and
heritage tourism. In
2015 and 2016, Happy
Retreat has already
hosted a number
of events, including
performances by the
Charles  Washington
Symphony Orchestra,
which  has chosen
Happy Retreat as its
home  performance
venue; Art-Ober, a
month-long arts and music festival held by the Jefferson Arts Council;
and future plans for a 2017 Beer & Music Festival, as well as the first
annual Wine & Jazz Festival on June 10, 2017. In June 2016, Happy
Retreat was recognized as a “National Treasure” by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. This is a great honor for Happy Retreat, as it is
West Virginia’s first National Treasure, and itis now among approximately
75 sites in the nation to be named a National Treasure.

To move the Grand Idea Project forward, funding for the project plan
and design will be needed. FOHR, the City of Charles Town, and their
partners seek $50,000 in philanthropic or donor funding. FOHR will match
the funding with a $25,000 cash contribution. Funds will be utilized for
planning the Grand Idea. Artists and musicians, FOHR, the city, Jefferson
County Schools, and the Sextant Group

will collaborate on identifying how cutting-
edge technologies can foster creativity and
connectivity at Happy Retreat. Funding for
the implementation of the Sextant Group’s
technology plan will be needed in the future.
The partners will be seeking an additional
$300,000 for implementation, through an
application to ArtPlace America’s National
Placemaking Grant program in February
2017.

The preservation and reuse of any historic
site is a long, arduous, and expensive
process. However, it is well worth the time,
effort, and money to save such sites in order
to preserve a community’s history, a region’s
history, and a nation’s history. Historic sites
can also become places where history is
still being created. Happy Retreat, with its
Grand Idea, is such a place.
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PAWYV Creating Historic Theatres Book
For Arcadia Publishing

By Kelli Shapiro, PhD,
Program Associate
PAWV is pleased to announce that we are
working on a contracted book, tentatively

titled Historic Movie Theatres of West Virginia.
The book will be released by the nation's

research/writing focuses in both college and
graduate school. When Arcadia contacted
PAWV about the book, my AmeriCorps service
year was just finishing, and | was about to
become PAWV's Program Associate. The
timing was perfect.

Since then, | have been scouring museums
and archives for photographs, postcards, and
ephemera to scan and use in the book. My
major resources have been WVU's West
Virginia & Regional History Center, the State
Archives, and the Theatre Historical Society
of America (a nonprofit organization that, in
another instance of excellent timing, moved this
fall from the Chicago area to Pittsburgh — where
it now has archival space at Heinz History

and well-known institutions. They showcase
crowds waiting in line at Morgantown’s
Warner Theatre, women sitting in a packed
auditorium inside Buckhannon's Kanawha
Theatre, children posing with Western movie
star Tom Mix in front of Widen’s YMCA Theatre,
and the African-American employees of
Charleston’s black-oriented Ferguson Theatre
standing proudly beside their venue during the
segregation era. | also located photographs
that captured theaters in extremis. They reveal
firefighters trying to put out the fire that spelled
the end for Cameron's Rees Theatre, people
standing in hip-deep floodwater under the
marquee of Salem’s Alpine Theatre, a crane
in the process of demolishing Clarksburg’s
Ritz Theatre, etc. Meanwhile, others

largest  local-history  publisher,
Arcadia Publishing (https:/iwww.
arcadiapublishing.com/), in spring
2018 as part of the popular “Images
of America” series. PAWV members
should recognize the distinct, sepia-
toned look of “Images of America”
books from racks at museums, gift
shops, bookstores, and other sites.
Other organizations have found
that, along with helping educate the
wider public about historical topics of

indicate rebirth, like a shot of the
laeger Theatre under construction
after the original had been destroyed
by fire. And some images point to less
commercial and lesser known aspects
of movie culture in the state, such as
the existence of free movie theaters in
WVU’s old Mountainlair student center
and in The Greenbrier resort, as well
as in the West Virginia Asylum (where,
according to a 1914 government report,
patients got to watch “picture shows” in
the Amusement Hall every Friday).

The book is taking shape. It will
have nine chapters, based on the

interest to the region, their Arcadia
books have also served as a helpful
fundraiser.

An Arcadia editor approached
PAWV last summer, having found our heritage
tourism initiative, the West Virginia Historic
Theatre Trail (www.wvhistorictheaters.com),
online. Arcadia has published a number of
local or regional theater books, including both
Cincinnati Theaters and Historic Movie Houses
of Austin in 2016. Arcadia believed that the
Theatre Trail made PAWV a natural fit for
creating an Arcadia book about West Virginia's
theaters, and PAWV's staff and board agreed.
| was especially excited about the possibility.
| had just spent a year as PAWV's Preserve
WV AmeriCorps member, with a primary
task of expanding and promoting the Theatre
Trail. In fact, part of the reason | applied for
that AmeriCorps position was because historic
movie theaters had been one of my primary

Top to bottom: Ferguson Theatre (Charleston) Warner
Theatre (Morgantown) Kanawha Theatre (Buckhannon)

Center). Additionally, | have found material at
some of PAWV's Preserve WV AmeriCorps
sites, such as the Eastern Regional Coal
Archives, Harrison County Historical Society,
and West Augusta Historical Society, as well
as other places — like the Ohio County Public
Library, Upshur County Historical Society, and
the Weirton Area Museum. | have also been
conducting historical research in archival
newspapers, yearbooks, city directories, etc.
- not to mention online, from local-history and
theater-enthusiast websites to databases with
scanned trade journals covering early film
exhibition.

The images | have found so far speak to
a wide range of experiences — spanning the
state’s metropolitan areas, coal company towns,
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Department of Commerce’s nine regions of
the state. Within each chapter, theaters will
be organized by city. Each included theater
will be represented by at least one image and
a caption, with between 180 to 240 images
overall. | have greatly enjoyed researching this
important part of West Virginia's cultural history,
and PAWV hopes that its members and partner
organizations will enjoy the published result.
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Board of Directors

President — Sandra Scaffidi
Vice President — Logan Smith
Secretary — Martha Ballman

Treasurer — Phyllis Baxter

District I
Cris Green — Clarksburg
Travis Henline -- Morgantown
Vacancy

District 11
Henry Battle — Charleston
Curt Mason — Charles Town
Vacancy

District 111
Sheila Allman — Hinton
Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg
David Sibray — Beckley

At-large Members
Dr. Robert Conte — Union
Michael Gioulis — Sutton

Ex Officio
Monica Miller — WV Main Street
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO

PAWYV Scaff

Executive Director — Danielle LaPresta
Field Services — Lynn Stasick
Program Associate — Kelli Shapiro, PhD
AmeriCorps — Mercy Klein

AmeriCorps — Joseph Obidzinski

Like us on
Facebook!

Spring Forward
For West Virginia
Preservation!

Mark Your CaLenpars For THE Historic ReaL EstaTe ProressionaL Course

Through a generous sponsorship from
BB&T Bank, PAWV has organized for the
National Development Council to bring the first
of its two-part Historic Real Estate Finance
Professional Certification series to Fairmont in
May.

Entitlted HRE247, this five-day intensive
course offers a step-by-step look at the
real estate development process from the
perspective of lenders, developers and
investors. Through case studies taken
from real projects, participants analyze real
estate development projects—retail, office,
residential, mixed-use—using the rates of
return required by lenders, developers, and
investors, and determine the appropriate
amount of public sector financing needed
to make projects feasible. Public sector
financing tools and techniques designed to
attract, leverage, and complement private

financing are utilized to maximize equity while
minimizing the amount of public investment.
(Rehabilitation Tax Credits are one example of
such financing tools.)

Specific topics at this course include the real
estate financing process, the capitalization
rate, measuring equity attracted and cash-on-
cash rate of return, quantifying the financing
gap, and appraisals.

The class will be held at the Falcon Center
on Fairmont State University's campus on May
8-12. Look for registration information on the
PAWV website at www.pawv.org.
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The National Development Council (NDC)
was founded as a national nonprofit in 1969.
NDC has worked for almost 50 years fulfilling
its mission to increase the flow of capital for
investment in low-income communities. NDC
directs capital to support the development
and preservation of affordable housing, the
creation of jobs through training and small
business lending, and the advancement
of livable communities through investment
in social infrastructure.  NDC training is
recognized across both the economic and
community development industries as intense,
case-based courses that improve underwriting
capability.  Its courses are intense and
rigorous, with as many classroom hours as an
average college course, plus homework, and
in certification courses, such as the Historic
Real Estate Professional Certification, a final
examination administered on the last day of
each class.
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PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
OF WEST VIRGINIA, INC.

Darden House
421 Davis Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

Phone: 304-345-6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Web: www.pawv.org

amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

Register your AmazonSmile account to support
Preservation Alliance of West Virginia, and
for every purchase you make, Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the price to PAWV!

PAWYV Moving
Forward with
Revolving Loan Fund

PAWV continues to plan for a statewide historic
preservation revolving loan fund in 2017. After receiving a
second round of grant funds from the 1772 Foundation in
February, PAWYV is soliciting proposals from consultants to
develop operating guidelines for the loan program. These
operating guidelines will outline the mission, purpose, and
funding parameters for the loan program.

Additionally, PAWYV has been negotiating with the Natural
Capital Investment Fund (NCIF) to be a potential partner
to manage our loan portfolio and conduct the underwriting
process for the loans. NCIF is certified as a Community
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) by the U.S.
Treasury. CDFls are specialized financial institutions that
serve borrowers in underserved communities who cannot
meet the credit standards of traditional financial institutions
because of perceived credit risk.

The 1772 Foundation is a nonprofit organization working
to ensure the safe passage of our historic buildings and
farmland to future generations.

Return Service Requested

Save THE DaTE!
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

PAWV will host the 9th Annual Historic
Preservation Awards Banquet at the
Municipal Auditorium in Charleston. This
special event will have a “West Virginia Historic
Theatre Trail” theme.

Prior to the awards banquet, a guided bus
tour of the Charleston area’s historic theaters
will be offered. PAWV’s very own Kelli Shapiro
will lead tour-goers on a step back in time
to various operational or adaptively reused
venues, including the Capitol Theatre (now
managed by WV State University), the State
Theatre, and the Alban Theatre in nearby St.
Albans.

Look for more information at www.pawv.org
and for a registration newsletter coming your
way this summer.




