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Theatre Trail Revitalization In Effect

By Nicole Marrocco
Preserve WV AmeriCorps

“If you build it, they will come,”
Theodore Roosevelt said in reference
to the Panama Canal. While Teddy
may have been correct about the
canal, most projects require a crucial
step between construction and a
flood of visitors—namely, marketing.

This is one of the struggles PAWV is
currently working to overcome with
the West Virginia Historic Theatre
Trail. Despite its creation in 2010,
the majority of individuals I've
spoken to have told me that the
Trail isn’t on their radar. Fortunately,
revitalizing and expanding the Trail
is one of PAWV’s newest initiatives.
Since September, we’ve
increased the Trail’s
exposure tenfold—
and we’re only getting
started.

For the uninitiated,
{ the West Virginia
Historic Theatre Trail is a
statewide thematic tour
; of historic theaters, the
| vast majority of which
are listed in The National
Register  of  Historic
Places—the official list
of the nation’s historic
places deemed worthy
of preservation by the

Encompassing 24 theaters across 17
of West Virginia’s 55 counties, the
Trail promotes the rehabilitation and
sustainable operation of our state’s
historic theaters for the enjoyment
of the public. The Trail was born
in 2010 following a 2007 Preserve
America grant award to the West
Virginia Division of Culture and
History’s State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO), in partnership with
PAWYV, to develop statewide thematic
tours to encourage heritage tourism
in communities throughout the state.

Thanks to an article in the Spring
2015 issue of WV Living, you may
have read that PAWV launched a new
website dedicated entirely to the
West Virginia Historic Theatre Trail—
www.wvhistorictheaters.wordpress.
com. The site is a wealth of
information for historic theatre buffs.
It features photographs, histories,
and architectural descriptions of each
of the Trail’s theaters. Visitors to the
site will even have the opportunity
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Happy Retreat To Become Community Heritage
Center With Major Gift For Acqulsmon

Recently, the Friends of Happy Retreat received
a major gift to fund the purchase of Happy Retreat, |
the historic home of Charles Washington, younger | ..
brother of George Washington and founder of
Charles Town. The donation comes from Dr. Taylor |
Fithian and his wife Margie. The Fithians’ gift, made |
in honor of the entire Fithian family, R.J. Funkhouser |
and the legacy of the Washington family in Jefferson
County, showcases another generation of leadership &
that follows in the footsteps of the Washingtons
and R. J. Funkhouser. With this major milestone of
acquisition reached, the Friends of Happy Retreat
can progress into the effort to restore the Happy
Retreat estate as a center for community events,
heritage tourism, arts and culture, and scholarship.

Friends of Happy Retreat was established in 2006 for
the purpose of acquiring and restoring Happy Retreat as a
center for culture and history for Charles Town, Jefferson
County, and beyond. In December 2014, the City of
Charles Town and the non-profit Friends of Happy Retreat
agreed to work together to purchase the 12-acre property,
owned by the Gavin family, who have been stewards of
the estate for a generation. The City agreed to purchase
10 acres of land, which it will include in a planned linear
park along Evitts Run in Charles Town’s West End. Friends
of Happy Retreat agreed to purchase the house, historic
outbuildings, and the two acres of remaining land. The
Happy Retreat grounds will also connect to existing City
of Charles Town park and recreational lands, as part
of an overall Charles Town initiative to revitalize the
community’s west end.

Friends of Happy Retreat launched a fundraising
campaign in January co-chaired by Dr. Wallace Boston, CEO
of American Public University System, and by Dr. Taylor
Fithian. American Public University led the effort with a
lead gift of $150,000. The campaign has now succeeded
in raising over $725,000 in pledged contributions from
individuals, families and supportive organizations, which
will be used for the acquisition, restoration and operation
of Happy Retreat. Fundraising will continue with the goal
to raise an additional $1.3 million for full restoration and
$150,000 for the ongoing operation and maintenance of
the property. Walter Washington, president of Friends of
Happy Retreat, said he is overwhelmed by the Fithians’
generosity. He also thanked Charles Town Mayor Peggy

Smith and the City Council, and Dr. Boston and American
HAPPY RETREAT continued on Page 3



lhe Field

Hello everyone, | hope this note finds you
well. Summer is here, and with it comes the
historic window restoration workshop season.
You may recall that in the past | had partnered
to teach these hands-on classes with Phil
Davis, a craftsman with Allegheny Restoration.
However, since Phil has taken another position
within the company, | now work with Derrick
Smith, another Allegheny employee. Derrick is
not only a highly skilled craftsman, but a heck
of a nice guy. In addition, his new wife Amanda
is a skilled stained glass artisan and as lovely a
person as you could wish.

Noles From

The workshop season began with
a two-day event held in April at the
old Masonic Temple in Fairmont
which has been purchased by the
city. The second was held in mid-
May in Hinton at the Campbell-
Flannagan-Murrell House Museum.
While there we stayed the nightin a
very nice home near the downtown
area. We offer a note of thanks to Julia Gaitor
for graciously providing the accommodations.

The last weekend of May we conducted
a two-day workshop at the Robert Hazlett
Museum House in Wheeling. The building,
circa 1887 is a lovely example of Second
Empire construction. The interior, with its high
ceilings and carved window and door trims
is simply stunning. Thanks to Bekah Karelis
for organizing the event and for providing
overnight accommodations. We met some very

wonderful folks at these events which | enjoy
tremendously. Not only do | love teaching, but
| am a people person as well, so it is a double
pleasure.

Before | leave you, | would like to mention
the efforts of our AmeriCorps person, Nicole
Morrocco. Nicole is not only an interested and
interesting young woman, but a real asset to
PAWV. She has been doing an excellent job
working on several projects such as a report
on the Beckley Historic District alongside our
executive director, Danielle LaPresta. This is in
addition to helping with the workshops and
projects | am involved with. | am personally
very grateful for her efforts. My hat is off to
you, Nicole. Well until next time, stay well, stay
busy, and stay excited.

— fours, Lunn

“Preserved” — But For How Long?

By Sandra Scaffidi, PAWV Board President

Have you ever had your heart broken over a building? It may seem like a silly question- but to those who love our historic buildings- it
isn’t that far-fetched. A friend of mine recently sold her home to an acquaintance who promised to take care of it and polish it into a grand
showpiece. With a handshake and a smile, the deal went through. It was only later, when she heard the rumble of bulldozers that my friend
realized she had been duped. The buyers were only interested in the land for development, not the second oldest dwelling in the community.
Although they didn’t do anything illegal, they broke my friend’s heart. This unfortunate cautionary tale propelled me to share how to protect
historic buildings before a sale.

The easiest way to safeguard a historic property is to incorporate a restriction within the deed. For a small sum of money, your real estate
attorney can include a stipulation that ensures the integrity of the building after the property is sold. Because this covenant would be included
in your deed, it would be followed in perpetuity. Of course, that may or may not affect your resale value, but you will have the peace of mind
knowing that your beloved historic building will be protected.

If you own a historic farmstead with acreage, it may be wise to consider an easement on the property. As the National Park Service explains,
“an easement is a voluntary legal agreement, typically in the form of a deed, which protects a significant historic property.” An easement
would place restrictions on development or changes to the property which would be overseen by qualified organization. Easements may also
be eligible for a tax deduction. For more information, visit the West Virginia Land Trust website at www.wvlandtrust.org .

Another way to protect your property is to work with your local government to develop a historic overlay district which has design review
powers. This strategy can include a large or small region and has the ability to review and regulate proposed exterior alterations, additions and
demolitions. Local ordinances have a greater power to protect historic buildings than state or Federal regulations. Through these ordinances,
Historic Landmarks Commissions are tasked with overseeing the wellbeing of the district. Ultimately, this process does not provide complete
protection against demolition, although it is another avenue to explore in protecting your historic resources.

Like all great romances, sometimes you can get hurt. Hopefully, with these few tips, you can protect yourself and your historic buildings

from future heartache.

THEATRE TRAIL continued from front page

to craft their very own Historic Theatre Trail road trip itinerary with
additional attractions through www.roadtrippers.com. The new website
has already been a great success with almost 900 views since January
1st!

In addition to the new website, PAWV has also created a Facebook
page for the Trail to help bulk up its online presence and spread the
word about upcoming events at Trail theaters. Although still a work in
progress, the West Virginia Historic Theatre Trail Facebook page already
has 141 “likes.” If you're a fan of film and the performing arts, help us
reach 200 by “liking” the Trail’s page!

PAWV has also been hard at work securing partnerships to ensure
the success of the Trail. We are very excited to work with the Theatre
Historical Society of America (THS). THS, a national nonprofit dedicated
to the documentation and celebration of America’s theaters, has happily
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offered to assist us with marketing efforts. In the coming months, THS
will begin posting about the Trail on their own social media accounts
and blog—be sure to “like” the Theatre Historical Society of America
on Facebook to catch upcoming posts about the Trail and other historic
theaters across the country. PAWV will also write an article about the
Trail for an upcoming issue of the THS member magazine, Marquee.
We are grateful for the opportunity to reach out to THS’s network of
members nationwide. This partnership will be fantastic exposure for the
Trail and West Virginia’s historic theaters.

Beginning later this summer, PAWV plans to begin soliciting
nominations for additional Trail theaters. Stay tuned for more
information about the nomination process, as well as new developments
with the Trail. To learn more about the West Virginia Historic Theatre
Trail, visit www.wvhistorictheaters.wordpress.com or send an email to
americorps@pawv.org.
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Future of Top O Rock l.ooks Brlght

The TopORock Spirit of Reinvention Design
Competition culminated Saturday, June 27,
with the presentations of seven design teams
vying for prize money for the best adaptive
reuse idea that would save the mid-twentieth
century Modernist icon.

Designed by architect Henry Elden as his
studio and home, TopORock has overlooked
Charleston from its perch above MacCorkle
Avenue since its completion in 1968. It has
been the focus of intense preservation efforts
for the past year.

Board of Directors

President: Sandra Scaffidi — Fairmont
Vice President: Logan Smith — Elkins
Secretary: Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg
Treasurer: Phyllis Baxter — Elkins

District I
Jake Dougherty - Wheeling
Cris Green - Clarksburg
Amanda Griffith - Morgantown

District 11
Martha Ballman — Charleston
Henry Battle — Charleston
Curt Mason — Charles Town

District 111
David Rotenizer — Beckley
David Sibray — Beckley
Vacancy

At-large Members
Robert Conte — Union
Michael Gioulis — Sutton

Ex Officio
Jennifer Ferrell - WV Main Street
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO

PAWYV Staff
Danielle LaPresta — Executive Director
Lynn Stasick — Field Services Rep.
Nicole Marrocco — AmeriCorps

“Many Modernist buildings are
threatenedbecausetheyarefamiliar
to us, and we don’t necessarily
recognize them as historic, or |
worthy of preservation,” said Sarah
Halstead, executive director of s
West Virginia GreenWorks, who is [
spearheading preservation efforts.
“But architectural historians such
as competition judge Christine
Madrid French say that Top O
Rock is a mid-century Modernist §

masterpiece, and that

West Virginia is very
fortunate to have it.”

The design competition drew

many creative ideas for the adaptive
reuse of TopORock and helped raise
i community awareness of the value
and wide possibilities for the property.

Preservation Alliance board
member Michael Gioulis is working
with WV GreenWorks on plans to
purchase, or perhaps receive Top O
Rock and its companion structure,
Little Rock, as a donation. Future

fundraising efforts will focus on securing and
stabilizing the property to prevent further
weather damage and vandalism. Once the

property is secured, research and work for
listing on the National Historic Register will
begin.

Meet the competing teams and their
variety of proposals at www.TopORockWV.
com. For more information, or to get involved,
please contact Sarah Halstead at sarah@
wvgreenworks.com, or Henry Battle at
hbattlel@hotmail.com.

Sites Added to BUILDINGS AT RISK REGISTER

Alexander Creel House (Cain House), St
Marys, Pleasants County: Listed in 1980, the
Creel House is one of only two historic properties
in Pleasants County to be listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. In September 2014
the owner received a demolition permit from
the City of St. Marys for this building. A 501 c 3
formed — Save the Historic Creel House, Inc. —
to save the house from demolition. You can join
the Facebook group for regular updates and to
learn how to support this project.

Helen Apartment Building, Helen, Raleigh
County: From 2007 until recently, the Helen
Apartments (see picture on back cover) were
vacant and had fallen into a state of disrepair.
In October of 2014, the building was in danger
of being demolished, but demolition was
halted after a prioritized needs assessment by
Lynn Stasick generated community interest in
rehabilitating the ex-coal community building.
In the assessment, it was suggested the
building be mothballed until a further use can
be determined. In April and May, Preserve
WV AmeriCorps members Tiffany Rakotz and
Nicole Marrocco, organized volunteers from
all over the state for a very successful Day
of Service clean-up and mothballing of the
Helen Apartments. The building is currently
secured and the property surrounding it being
maintained until plans can be implemented to
re-use the building.

Top O Rock, Charleston, Kanawha County:
(see story and photos, above) Situated on about
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four acres of woodland, this stylish steel-framed
structure rests on rocky outcroppings of a ridge
overlooking the Kanawha River. The building
is divided into two parts: 4,000 square feet
of living space where the late architect Henry
Elden lived and worked; and 6,000 square feet
of studio space in a large glass cylinder that
was Mr. Elden’s architecture and design studio.
Although the building has been vandalized and
stripped for salvage, it is still structurally sound.
Top O Roc is a striking, visible example of the
Modernist period of architecture, sometimes
referred to as “West Virginia’s Fallingwater.”

FOR MORE ON PAWV’s “Buildings At Risk
Register,” go to: www.pawv.org/barr.htm

HAPPY RETREAT continued from front page

Public University for helping to make
the purchase possible. American Public
University’s lead gift of $150,000 was a crucial
vote of confidence to get the fundraising
campaign underway, which has resulted in
other valued supporters and organizations
making their own contributions. The National
Trust for Historic Preservation also has
worked closely with Friends of Happy Retreat
since it began in 2006. The Trust has provided
invaluable advice and support over the years,
and especially during the current fundraising
campaign to save this American treasure.
Additionally, without the enthusiasm and
patience of Bill and Mary Gavin and their
family, this could never have happened.
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First Mothballing Video Now On PAWV s YouTube Channel

PAWYV recently released a mothballing video
to help communities manage their historic
resources. Filmed in the former coal-mining
community of Helen, this video demonstrates
“mothballing” or stabilizing old buildings to
sustain them for later use. Mothballing, which
can secure a building against vandalism and
weather, may provide the sole option for
economic potential in depressed areas where
only the historic buildings themselves remain.

In some regions, these old buildings may
afford the only sustainable option for growth.
Aside from historic value, they’re often sturdy,
built of brick and of stone, and they’ll stand
for hundreds of years. From an economic
standpoint, they’re not the kind of buildings
you'd want to get rid of. Even if there’s no
obvious reuse now, there could be a quarter
century from now. I'm sure every West
Virginian knows of a building that they wish
someone had bothered to protect.

The first in a video series, published at
youtube.com/PreservationAlliance, may help
communities tackle mothballing projects
through grassroots efforts. The mothballing
project at Helen has been a particularly
good subject to begin with because it was a
community initiative. Though other state and
local organizations joined the effort, it was

The Helen Apartments in Raleigh County (from PAWV’s Buildings at Risk Register)
serve as a model mothballing project on PAWV’s new YouTube video.

launched by neighbors who wanted to save
an important landmark in what had been a
thriving town.

Tiffany Rakotz, a member of Preserve WV
AmeriCorps, initiated the project to assist
the Winding Gulf Restoration Organization
(WeGROw), which has instituted several
development projects in the coalfield along
Winding Gulf Creek. PAWV Board Member
David E. Rotenizer, of the WV State University
Extension Service and the New River Gorge

Regional Development Authority, enjoined
more than 30 public and private organizations,
including National Coal Heritage Area, in the
effort. The video was filmed and produced
by Liberty High School’s Fine Arts Department
instructor, Jeremy Rodriguez, and students
Brian Jarrell and Tyler Carden. Recently
awarded a WV Humanities Council mini-grant,
PAWV is working with these groups again
to develop a step-by-step how-to video for
mothballing that will coincide with a printed
tool to be created by the New River Gorge RDA.



