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PAWYV Introduces Buildings At Risk Register

Preservation Alliance of West
Virginia introduces the Buildings
At Risk Register (BARR). This new
program will allow PAWV to better
examine preservation needs
statewide. Too often buildings are
razed because threats go unreported,
and PAWV is striving to minimize the
loss of West Virginia’s heritage. There
is a need to create a preservation
network to prevent such easily
avoidable losses in the future. PAWV
can utilize its full arsenal — assistance
with identifying and applying for

accomplished with three easy
steps: See. Speak. Save. If you see a
property at risk, speak to PAWYV, and
we will do our best to work with the
community to save it.

How does the Buildings At Risk
Register work? When you see an at
risk property, you should contact
PAWV. This can be done by submitting
an online form or hard copy form.
The appropriate forms will be posted
on the PAWV website: www.pawv.
org. ldeally, you will provide the
address of the property and the

etc. is greatly appreciated. As PAWV
collects submissions, we can create
a Buildings At Risk Register. Each
submission will be reviewed by a
PAWV committee and determined
eligible for this register. This register
will be used for advocacy and
publicity purposes to support efforts
to preserve West Virginia.

Some cases may be eligible for
PAWV’s Endangered Properties List,
which requires significant community
engagement, but gains more PAWV

grant funding; preservation skill
seminars; and local, state, and
national publicity to assist in re-using
historic sites.

This

any additional
as former use,

goal of PAWV can be

reason(s) why this property should
be considered at risk. Furthermore, For
information
last known date
occupied, current condition, owner

support in return.

more information, please
refer to the BARR vs. Endangered
Properties List comparison in the
panel at the bottom of page seven.

such

Winding It Up In The Winding Gulf

By David E. Rotenizer
Raleigh County Extension Agent
West Virginia State University (WVSU)

“We are prone to speak of
the resources of this country as
inexhaustible; this is not so” -
Theodore Roosevelt had it right when
he crafted these words last century.
These words would equally fit the
legacy for West Virginia’s long and
proud coal heritage

In recent months, the Raleigh
County WVSU Extension Program has
launched community development
activity, under the banner of historic

preservation, in the western portion
of the county. This is an area which
encompasses much of what has
been known historically as the Winding Gulf Coalfield,
long recognized for its “smokeless coal” — a high burning
fuel with little waste byproduct. Active mining began in
the coalfield in the wee years of the 20th century with
a peak toward mid-century. While an accurate count has
not been made, the region once hosted approximately 50
coal communities. It was boasted that in the 1950s — the
27-mile radius of the Town of Sophia was home to some
350,000 people!

Flash forward to 2015. Western Raleigh County, like
many areas in southern West Virginia, is in sharp contrast
to its heyday of just a few short years ago. The impact
of deindustrialization has had a profound impact on the
cultural and physical landscapes. Now that the coal dust
has literally started to settle, a dialogue has begun among
the communities toward the question, “What’s next?”
Economic and community restructuring is beginning
to take hold. Sadly, many of the elements of the once
ubiquitous coal community landscape are disappearing.
The National Coal Heritage Area Authority (NCHAA) has

Tiffany Rakotz points out an outcropping of the Winding Gulf Coalfield.

maintained an active presence in the region through the
introduction and development of heritage tourism and
historic preservation activities to help stem losses.

To supplement the on-going NCHAA efforts, the
community development initiative Bridges To The Past,
through partnership with the New River Gorge Regional
Development Authority, extended services into the region
through a number of means. In August, the final stop of
a five-month, five-locality traveling exhibit tour of the
New River Gorge region concluded with Raleigh County.
PAWV’s traveling exhibit, Preserving West Virginia:
Saving Communities, highlights West Virginia Endangered
Properties and was made possible through grant funding
from the West Virginia Humanities Council. In conjunction
with the traveling exhibit display, each month PAWV
staff participated in special programming that included
an educational workshop, unique to each community,
and the following day, PAWV staff toured the county’s
historic resources, accompanied by the WVSU community
development extension agent assigned to that county and
local community contacts. Special programming funds



Notes From
The Field

By Lynn Stasick
Hello, everyone.

Well, another year has turned the corner,
and so the circles go. PAWV has been very
busy since we last spoke, having conducted
three days of training in October at Jackson’s
Mill with sixteen incoming 2015 Preserve WV
AmeriCorps members. We partnered with the
Appalachian Forest Heritage Area AmerCorps
program in offering many educational sessions
to a great group. If you recall, Rodney Bohner
was PAWV’s 2014 AmeriCorps member. He is
now working on double master’s degrees at
the University of Oregon where he is doing very

member. Our VISTA, Alexandra Coffman is a
native of Grafton, West Virginia. It is a joy to
have both of them with us.

| mentioned in the last newsletter that our
Executive Director, Danielle LaPresta, and |
were travelling through the New River Region
this past summer offering presentations on

various subjects requested by community
members. We also visited a number of
coalfield communities including Sophia and
Helen, accompanied by the project sponsors
and community members. It was a wonderful
learning experience. In addition, we met
some very kind, preservation-minded people.
I would like to offer a tip of the

hat to David Rotenizer (Raleigh
County Extension Agent for WV
State University and PAWV board
member) for organizing the project
on behalf of the New River Gorge
Regional Development Authority.

| have continued traveling,
conducting site assessments and
window workshops including one
at Belmont Technical College in
Belmont, Ohio. This workshop
explained the construction of
steam devices for use in window

well. Nicole Marrocco who hails from Boston,

Massachusetts is our new 2015 AmeriCorps

Lynn and Danielle at Beckley’s Attar Center

WINDING GULF continued from Page 1
were made available with a grant from the National Coal Heritage
Area. The Raleigh County tour was conducted within the Winding
Gulf, with the workshop and exhibit held at the Town of Sophia —
“Gateway to the Winding Gulf.”

An exciting outcome of the Winding Gulf tour was the identification
of a threatened historic structure. The community of Helen is one of
the best preserved surviving coal communities of the Winding Gulf.

1920’s apartment house is a relic of coal town boom times.

It was learned that a circa 1920s apartment house (WVSHPO # RG-
0134) was slated for demolition through the county’s abandoned
and dilapidated properties program. The verdict for the structure’s
fate was based on its aesthetic value — the property owner had been
unable to properly maintain the property and its tax liabilities. The
property owner had expressed an interest in transferring the property
to a community non-profit organization. Helen has the potential to
qualify as a national historic district, and the building would be a
contributing anchor toward that designation.

The county extension office, PAWV, and the NCHAA shared resources
and communicated with We GROw (Winding Gulf Preservation
Organization) - the community organization for Helen — the county’s
administrator, engineer, and attorney to develop a plan for saving the
property. To support the effort, Lynn Stasick, PAWV Statewide Field

Page 2

NOTES FROM FIELD continued—-Page 7

Services Representative, conducted a Prioritized Narrative Needs
Assessment. This document concluded the property was “...not only
savable, but should be saved....as the Winding Gulf....is in a constant
state of decline regarding its historic resources.” The study was the
final push needed to save the structure. Michael Burk, a Preserve
WV AmeriCorps member assigned to NCHA, assisted the project with
photo documentation.

In December of 2014, the Raleigh County Commission unanimously
approved to support transferring the structure to We GROw, pay
owed back taxes, and provide funding to secure the property. This
action was precedent setting — the first time the county has removed
a property from a list slated for demolition.

Recent activities have included outreach to various communities
and towns within the Winding Gulf. A highlight component includes
the services of a Preserve WV AmeriCorps member who will travel the
Winding Gulf collecting oral histories for the narrative reflecting the
life and times of coal communities, as well as assisting with historic
preservation needs. Tiffany Rakotz, recently began her one-year
service commitment, and Tiffany’s position is possible with support
from the National Coal Heritage Area.

Tiffany will be interviewing a wide range of residents in the
Winding Gulf. The project focuses on people of all ages with the
goal of capturing the many voices and experiences of the region and
how they — directly or indirectly — were related to the coal industry.
This is more of a community development project, than a history
project — it is not writing the history of the Winding Gulf Coalfield.
The oral history project is based on a community development model
that rural community development should be built on a foundation
reflecting community pride and heritage. Tiffany is coordinating
a cleanup for the boarding house in Helen, as well as developing
plans for the architectural moth-balling of the structure so it can be
secured and protected until long range plans are established. Nicole
Marrocco, PAWV’s Preserve WV AmeriCorps, is assisting the cleanup
project on a statewide level by helping to coordinate material needs
and volunteers. This unique project has become a model for other
counties around the state, and it has been a wide success with plans
to build on programming for 2015. Stay tuned for information from
PAWYV about workshops being planned in the New River Gorge region.
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From PAWYV President Sandra Scaffidi —

With the holidays past us, | found myself gearing up for the New Year—a year full of unknowns and certain challenges.
| wondered how | was going to fill the shoes of our past president, Jeremy Morris, who has led our organization for
the past four years. How would | lead our great staff, Danielle and Lynn, and the numerous AmeriCorps and VISTA
that are dedicated to preserving historic resources? | want to make a difference for our members. So | made a New
Year’s resolution to remember why preservation is so important to me.

Historic preservation is the lifeblood of our nation. Our old buildings and landscapes provide us stories to share;
our historic downtowns give us a sense of place, and our historic, industrial, and agricultural heritage form the
economic backbone of our state. The preservation and revitalization of the historic resources in communities across
West Virginia allows us to stay rooted in reality—and remember what is really important.

Change is inevitable, but with foresight, planning and perseverance, our future is bright.

So, | resolved to expand upon the foundations of my predecessors, publicize our good works, and extend our reach

to every county in West Virginia.

| am so honored to be PAWV’s new President and look forward to working with our preservation communities to

continue to revitalize our great state.

— Sawdra

PAWY Welcomes Two New Board Members

PAWV is excited to announce Martha Ballman and David Sibrary
as new additions to the PAWV Board of Directors. PAWV members
nominated Martha during the annual meeting in September 2014, and
in January 2015, the Board voted to have David join.

Martha has remained active in local community preservation groups
since retiring as the Executive Director of Preservation Alliance of West
Virginia in 2011. She is currently working as a member of the Kanawha
Valley Historical & Preservation Society on a Section 106 mitigation
project involving changes
to the West Charleston
portion of the historic
Kanawha Boulevard
created under the PWA
actin the late 1930’s.

She and her husband
Steve are also active
in  the preservation
and  presentation  of
traditional music and
dance through FOOTMAD,
the Friends Of Old Time
Music And Dance. They
serve on the board of
this area non-profit and
also are dance callers for
Civil War balls, squares
and contra dances.
FOOTMAD sponsors
a concert series that
features traditional music
and hosts instrumental
and vocal sessions for
the community to come

Martha and Steve Ballman

together to share heritage
music. Martha said about
joining the PAWV Board, “I
am pleased to once again
be involved with PAWV and
look forward to assisting
with their efforts especially
in regard to heritage
tourism.” Martha has been
a friend to PAWV since her
retirement, and PAWV is
glad to have her involved in
the organization again.

David is a longtime
promoter of travel and
heritage tourism in West Virginia, he brings a wealth of expertise
in marketing and public relations to the table. David is publisher of
the online guide West Virginia Explorer, now in its fifteenth year of
publication, and is the executive director of Sibray Public Relations. He
is @ member of the West Virginia Press Association and was formerly
a publisher for Thomson Newspaper niche publications mid-Atlantic
division, through which he founded The West Virginia Retirement Times.

David Sibrary

Sibray was born in Wheeling, raised in Beckley, and spent summers at
the Sibray farm near Fairmont, so he says he claims to be both northern
and southern. “It certainly benefits my understanding of West Virginia’s
wonderfully diverse culture.” He said he hopes to benefit the board as a
fundraiser and by emphasizing preservation as a key to solid economic
development in West Virginia. “I never tire of talking about the value of
our historical resources, and | think many West Virginians are willing to
listen.” Before embarking on a career in publishing and public relations,
Sibray studied Cultural Resource Management and Appalachian Studies
at West Virginia University.

Welcome Martha and David!
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Staats Hospital Being Preserved

By Alexandra Coffman
Construction is underway at the former
Staats Hospital in Charleston’s West Side.
Developer Tighe Bullock has big plans for the
historic building. The former hospital has been
vacant for at least ten years and is now getting
a makeover. By summer of 2015, a few retail
stores and even a restaurant could be moving
into the Washington Street West building.
Bullock repaired the roof to get it through the
winter and is now working on building the store
fronts. With the renovation of this “entrance
gate” of West Side, Bullock hopes that the rest

of the area will eventually follow suit.

The Charleston Area Alliance supplied a
$150,000 loan and $15,000 grant to help the
project. SHPO granted $78,000 through the
2015 WV Historic Development Grants and
West Side Main Street assisted with a $20,000
matching grant.

In 2012, PAWV added the Staats Hospital to
the WV Endangered Properties List.

Above: Long-hidden detail revealed
Left: Present building, in progress

Below left: An old photo is posted next to
contractor permits

Below right: Arch on front facade

New Preserve WV
AmeriCorps Joins PAWV

In September 2014, Nicole Marrocco became the 2014-2015
Preserve WV AmeriCorps member serving with Preservation Alliance
of West Virginia. Nicole joins sixteen other Preserve WV AmeriCorps
members serving at historic sites across the state. Nicole is a native of
Massachusetts. She graduated from Boston University in 2010, with a
dual B.A.in Archaeology and Classical Civilizations. There, she developed
an interest in cultural resource management and the preservation and
interpretation of archaeological sites. After graduating, she worked
with the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a statewide agency that
supports creative communities through grants and services, on their
Capital Facilities Fund grant program. Nicole
also worked in the Major & Planned Giving
Office at Road Scholar, an educational travel
organization for older adults.

Nicole is excited to dive headfirst into
preserving the unique cultural heritage of
the Mountain State and to learn more about
historic preservation. Some of Nicole’s projects
for the coming year include assisting properties
on the PAWV Endangered Properties List and
further developing the Historic Theatre Trail.

Nicole Marrocco
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PAWYV To Request An
Increase in Grant Funds

Over the last four years, the budget for West Virginia’s state historic
preservation grant - the Development Grant - has been downsized by
52%. This decrease has hit the preservation community hard by limiting
the only source of government funding to be used toward “bricks and
mortar” preservation projects.

Last year, PAWV created an advocacy campaign to take to
Charleston. We started by researching the economic impact of the
historic preservation grant in West Virginia from the years 2011-2015.
Through surveys, questionnaires, and research we have composed
a document to be distributed to our state legislators during this
legislative session. This report demonstrates the economic and social
value of Historic Preservation Grants in West Virginia. PAWV found that
the grant program generates public and private investments from West
Virginians, and it encourages small-business and community-based
partnerships. We are taking these facts to Charleston and asking our
legislators to restore the historic preservation grants to $563,750 -
FY2013 levels.

You can help by contacting your legislators and explaining that
these grants are important to West Virginia and that they stimulate
downtown economic revitalization. For a copy of the report, contact
info@pawv.org or call 304 345 6005.
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Happy Retreat, Designated By PAWV In 2010 As
Endangered, To Be Saved By A Joint Public-Private Effort

Friends of Happy Retreat (FOHR) and the City of Charles Town have
announced a plan for the acquisition and restoration of Happy Retreat,
the 1780 home of Charles Washington, brother of George Washington
and founder of Charles Town. The City has agreed to purchase 10 acres
of the 12.2 acre property. FOHR will purchase the house and 2.2 acres
surrounding it. The total purchase price of the property will be $775,000.
Of that, FOHR will pay $425,000 and the City will pay $350,000. Closing
on the sale will take place by the end of June. The Preservation Alliance
of West Virginia included Happy Retreat on its Endangered Properties
List in 2010.

Plans are to restore the house for use as center for culture and history.
It will showcase the role George Washington and the Washington family
played in the early settlement of what is now Jefferson County. The City
will include the 10 acre portion it is buying in a planned linear park
along Evitts Run, which flows through the west end of Charles Town.
Walking trails will connect the two properties, and will include access
to the gravesites of Charles Washington and his wife Mildred. FOHR
launched its fundraising campaign at the end of January. For further
information, please visit: www.happyretreat.org.

Abruzzino Mansion: Condition Report

By Lynn Stasick

The Neoclassical Abruzzino Mansion in
Shinnston, Harrison County was constructed in
1921 for Frank and Francesca Abruzzino. The
twenty-eight room structure complete with a
third floor ballroom was home to the Abruzzino
family until its conversion to apartments in the
early 1970s. A fire in a second and third floor
wing of the home in 2010 damaged a portion of
the Spanish tile roof and a substantial amount
of structural members rendering the home
uninhabitable.

However, since the building’s 2013 inclusion
in Preservation Alliance of West Virginia’s
Endangered Properties List, the site has seen
many improvements. Structural elements
damaged by the fire have been repaired, and
the burned out section of roof replaced. Due to
excessive amounts of mold growth, the entire
forty by eighty foot basement apartment area
has been gutted to the masonry walls and all
offending materials taken off site. The large
front porch and portico have been wrapped
with a rubber membrane to prevent water

intrusion into the basement area. Vents have
been installed throughout the building and
the entire home has been mothballed and
secured. The owner’s intent is to find a new
owner interested in renovating the site and
utilizing it for the benefit of the community.
Do you have an idea for re-using this building?
Are you interested in learning more about the
property? Contact PAWYV at info@pawv.org for
more information.

Above: new rafters restore fire-damaged roof.
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Heritage Tourism Development:

North Western

By Jennifer Wilt, Preserve WV AmeriCorps

Doddridge, Ritchie, Gilmer, and Tyler
Counties - these rural counties have a rich
heritage ranging from early frontier to
industrial development and railroad history.
Museums, Civil War sites, Underground
Railroad sites, and preserved historical sites
can attract tourists to the area, but if the
tourists do not know how to get to these sites,
they are less likely to come. Over the last ten
years, there has been little growth in tourism
jobs in this four-county region. Travel spending
is low compared to other areas of the state
although there are many cultural attractions to

Sam Hogue Marbles, Ritchie County

see. Inrecent years, more funders and agencies
are driving communities toward regional
efforts around community and economic
development through heritage tourism and
historic preservation. While each county has
wonderful attractions, their scale and size
make them less meaningful to tourists. Gaps
in amenities are difficult to fill on a per county
basis. The Economic Development Authorities
(EDAs) of the four counties came together

Heritage By-Way

in 2013 to develop a plan for a collaborative
tourism effort to address some of these issues.

The EDAs in Doddridge, Ritchie, Gilmer, and
Tyler Counties formed a task force and heritage
area organization — North Western Heritage
By-Way — to promote economic development
through historic preservation and heritage
tourism. A heritage area is not a national park.
Heritage areas in West Virginia are frequently
administered by a non-profit organization
or other private corporation, but can also be
managed by state government. Heritage areas
areintended to encourage historic preservation
of the area and an appreciation of the history
and heritage of the area, including food,
music, and art. The mission of North Western
Heritage By-Way is to measurably improve the
economy within Doddridge, Ritchie, Tyler, and
Gilmer counties by developing and promoting
heritage tourism, sharing our culture, and
preserving historic sites and distinctive natural
areas.

Like any successful historic preservation
project, this partnership requires diversified
funds to jumpstart the planning process. A Flex-
E-Grantthrough the West Virginia Development
Office was awarded to the Doddridge County
EDA to provide financial support to implement
a planning process for the development of
cultural-heritage tourism. Matching funds were
provided by each county to support the Flex-E-
Grant. WVU Extension Service’s Rural Tourism
Specialist, Doug Arbogast, with the assistance
of a WVU community-based tourism planning
team was contracted to facilitate a community-
based tourism planning process. The project
received additional support of a Preserve WV
AmeriCorps member in September 2014 to

Ferry at Sistersville, Tyler County
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Jaco Cave, Doddridge County

assist with project activities. Matching funds
were provided by each county to support the
AmeriCorps member. Preserve WV AmeriCorps
is a program of the Preservation Alliance of
WV via grant funds from Volunteer WV and
the Corporation for National and Community
Service.

Through the planning process, the task force
and planning team identified action strategies
including creating thematic itineraries/
packages, developing marketing materials,
engaging additional community members and
external organizations, hospitality training,
and site and business development. Since a
comprehensive list of tourism assets in the four
counties did not exist, a tourism asset inventory
of the four-county region was needed in order
to identify current strengths and weaknesses,
gaps, and potential packages and itineraries.
The WVU Extension Service created an online
form so that members of the task force could
submit information about individual tourism
assets in the region that would be categorized
and compiled into a database. The form
allowed task force members to identify assets
that are visitor ready and also those that
are not yet visitor ready but have potential
to be an attraction. Jaco Cave in Doddridge
County, North Bend Rail Trail and Tunnel in
Ritchie County, the Sistersville Ferry in Tyler
County — these are only a handful of heritage
sites identified in the area. Want to learn
more about these places and visit? For more
information, contact Herk Conner (Doddridge
County EDA) at: h.connerwv@gmail.com.
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Board of Directors

President: Sandra Scaffidi — Fairmont
Vice President: Logan Smith — Elkins
Secretary: Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg
Treasurer: Phyllis Baxter — Elkins

District 1
Cris Green - Clarksburg
Amanda Griffith - Morgantown
Vacancy

District 11
Martha Ballman — Charleston
Henry Battle — Charleston
Curt Mason — Charles Town

District 111
David Rotenizer — Beckley
David Sibray — Beckley
Vacancy

At-large Members
Robert Conte — Union
Michael Gioulis — Sutton
Jeremy Morris — Wheeling

Ex Officio
Jennifer Ferrell - WV Main Street
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO

PAWYV Staff
Danielle LaPresta — Executive Director
Lynn Stasick — Field Services Rep.
Alexandra Coffman — VISTA
Nicole Marrocco — AmeriCorps

NOTES FROM THE FIELD continued from Page 2

Like us on
Facebook!

restoration. There is also growing demand for building assessments
from property stewards whose sites are not included in PAWV’s

Endangered List, which
is a very good thing on
several levels.

Good news for the
Larry Sypolt collection.
We found a home for
the WWIl airplane
identifiers. There are
one-hundred-sixteen
of them. In March,
the collection  will
be transported to the
United States Navy
Museum and Library
in Washington D.C. The
library was excited to
receive the collection
since they presently do
not have a set. PAWV in
action!

Well, until next time,
stay well, stay busy,
stay excited.

— Llynn

A scan of one of the airplane identifiers from
the Sypolt Collection. The aircraft shown is a
Gumman F6F “Hellcat” - a fighter plane flown
by Lynn’s father in WWII.

West Virginia
Preservation
Needs YOU!

Buildings At Risk Register

vs. Endangered Properties List
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THANKS
TO OUR
SUPPORTERS!

Congratulations to the 2014 WV Historic Preservation Award Winners!

Most
Preservation Significant
Achievement Save of an
Award: Endangered
Old Main Property:
Foundation, Capitol
Nicholas Theater,
County Wheeling
(PAWV 2009
Endangered List)

Preservation
Achievement
Award: Dr. Emory Kemp Lifetime
Monica Miller Heritage Tourism Award: Achievement Award:

Heritage Farm Village, Cabell County Betty “Snookie” Nutting



