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The sky is the limit for possibilities involving a new 
technology handy in the historic preservation field.  Current 
legislative regulations have the technology grounded for 
the moment.  However, preservation pioneers, businesses, 

and federal agencies are all looking toward a bright future.
Recently the Greenbrier Historical Society got a chance 

to check out the possibilities at the Blue Sulphur Springs 
Pavilion.  

Richard Grist of Foxfire Realtors revealed an example 
of the technology by providing a small remote controlled, 
quad-rotor helicopter, a quadcopter, with an onboard 
camera and GPS.  Dubbed, “Chopper Foxfire,” the small 
device was piloted into the air using a remote control and 
smart phone.   It captured birds-eye photos and video of 
the Pavilion.  The images revealed the condition of the roof 
and can be used in promotional materials for the “Save 
the Blue” campaign. The Pavilion is a National Register 
structure and the only remaining building from the Blue 
Sulphur Springs Resort located in Greenbrier County. 

Beth McMullen, Executive Director of the Greenbrier 
Historical Society, said that the Friends of the Blue 

approached them to get some shots of the Pavilion. “We 
also used it as an opportunity to get some photographs of 
the roof and other areas of the structure that are difficult 
to survey,” Beth said.  Regarding the photographs, “The 
images were even better than we expected.”

You may be familiar with the technology from news 
reports or movies showing the use of ‘drones’, 
accurately referred to as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 

(UAV) or Unmanned Aerial Systems 
(UAS), by the government and military 
organizations.  The United States 
has come under criticism by foreign 
governments regarding the increase in 
drone strikes.  Also, UAVs have been 
responsible for some civilian deaths 
abroad and present controversial civil 
rights and safety issues.  In March, 
the FAA reported a near collision of a 
regional jet and a drone in Florida.

The Federal Aviation Administration 
is cautious to create legislation allowing the use of UAVs 
by civilian contractors and other agencies.  However, 
President Obama, in a $63.4 billion Federal Aviation 
Administration reauthorization bill, has ordered the FAA 
to explore the growing issue of commercial uses for 
UAVs.  According to the FAA’s website, “the agency is still 
developing regulations, policies and standards that will 
cover a wide variety of UAS uses, and expects to publish 
a proposed rule for small UAS – under about 55 pounds – 
later this year.”  These regulations will cover commercial 
use and must incorporate full integration of UAVs by 
September, 2015.

When asked about the future of this technology, Ms. 
McMullen said, “Permits and rental costs for lift trucks can 
sometimes be too much for small organizations who are 
just trying to assess the amount of damage and repair 
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By Raven Thomas, Preserve WV AmeriCorps
The Marion County Jail was built in 1913 and has seen many prisoners 

walk through its doors since then. The structure is interconnected with the 
Marion County Courthouse and the former sheriff’s home, which is now 
the home of the Marion County Historical Society. The jail was designed 
to hold up to 90 prisoners, however, there are accounts of upwards of 
300 housed in the cells at one time. Among the many tales that make 
up the rich history of the jailhouse is the story of the mail carrier strike of 
1913. During this strike approximately 360 Fairmont mail carriers were 
arrested and most of them were acquitted with the exception of Mr. Fisher 
who took his own life before his trial. Also, many of the rebels of the local 
battles of the Coal Mine Wars were housed in the jail, and many were 
deported for fear that they may be communist sympathizers. With this 
being said, it is obvious that the Marion County Jail is an integral part of 
the history and heritage of Marion County.

The Marion County Historical Society is looking to restore the rest of 
the attached second floor of the jail that was given to them by the Marion 
County Commission. This will expand their museum and their capacity 
to serve the community. Once restored, the second floor of the jail will 

allow for ample room 
of various new displays 
and attractions that will 
preserve the heritage of 
Marion County and educate 
the citizens in a new way by 
using a new aspect of the 
Marion County legacy. The 
project took place over the 
course of several weeks 
with the first week being 
May 19th – May 23rd and 
the second week beginning 
June 9th – 14th.  Other work 
weeks are being scheduled 
throughout the summer.

At present, the jailhouse is structurally sound and only cosmetic 
restoration to the interior is required. In order to execute this project the 
existing paint will be scraped off; the cells will need to be washed down 
with water; and a new coat of paint will be applied. The workers and 
volunteers will take special consideration when working around the graffiti 
that is drawn and scratched into the walls as to keep the historical integrity 
intact. By successfully completing this project the historical society hopes 
to ensure that the guests of the museum will get the most out of their stint 
in the Marion County Jail.

Jailhouse Rock n’ Restore

necessary to preserve a building. This might 
be a cost effective way to get answers to some 
basic preservation questions when surveying 
a structure.”   

Richard Grist commented that the chopper 
cost about $3,000 plus the cost of insurance 
and labor.  However, this pales in comparison to 
aircraft contracts.  Many similar, less expensive 
units are available at a fraction of the cost.  

UAVs also present opportunities for the use 
of LIDAR and other aerial imaging technology 
useful for archaeology and mapping, which 
previously were attached to aircrafts or 

satellites.  For example, LIDAR units, which 
use laser scanning to create 3-D images, are 
now light enough to fit on small drones.  

McMullen believes that, “R/C drones 
will become a good way to capture images 
of a larger landscape – particularly for 
archaeological purposes, as well as capturing 
images of hard to reach areas of buildings.”

Grist adds that, “until the Federal Aviation 
Administration releases its commercial 
guidelines, we will use ‘Chopper Foxfire’ 
experimentally and outside our commercial 
marketing. We’ll experiment, learn the 
equipment’s limitations and possibilities and 
work closely with the National Association of 

Realtors to create appropriate commercial 
rules.”  Furthermore, “as part of Foxfire Realty’s 
community outreach, the company will donate 
the flying time and videography for upcoming 
community festivals and sporting events.”

The FAA is working with multiple institutions 
and agencies to address the future of the 
UAV in American airspace.  The practical 
applications for these eyes in the sky are 
boundless.  All parties are looking forward to 
the FAA’s findings and their implications.  The 
possibilities are real, increasing our ability to 
gather accessible aerial information leading 
to more educated decisions and productive 
preservation efforts in the future.
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By Michael Brown​
The Waldo Hotel Preservation Society (WHPS) is excited 

to announce that a Green Growth Development has come to 
an agreement to acquire the Waldo Hotel (2009 PAWV Most 
Endangered List) from Vandalia Heritage Foundation. 
The Waldo, built in 1904, was a vision of one of Clarksburg’s 

favorite sons Nathan Goff Jr. Goff was looking to build a 
social center in Clarksburg where he could entertain important 
dignitaries in both his public service and private enterprises. The 

seven​-​story Waldo Hotel certainly fit the bill and quickly became 
one of the grandest hotels in West Virginia. Architect Harrison 
Albright created the design for the Waldo utilizing a Moorish 
inspired theme that was like no other in Clarksburg​.​ 
Now the time has come for the Waldo to be reborn. Green 

Growth has ambitious plans and has already began the process 
of demolishing alterations that were made to the 110-year old 
structure. Tentative plans call for the Waldo to be a mixed-
used facility with Luxury Condominiums on the upper floors 
and stores and public areas including a restoration of the lobby 
and mezzanines. Green Growth has also expressed interest in 
developing a museum in the Waldo. One of the first tenants 
in the rehabilitated Waldo will be a new local venture. The 
Stonewall Brewing Company and Pub will reside on the West 
Pike Street side of the building in the Old WV Bank section.  
WHPS is extremely excited to see what has been a labor of 

love in trying to keep the hope of the Waldo revived is becoming 
a reality.  WHPS will continue to work with developer to provide 
any assistance that may be needed to interpret historical pieces 

of the Waldo. The society intends to stay as a group and look 
towards the preservation of other significant landmarks in the 
Clarksburg area.  
WHPS would like to thank everyone who has supported the 

Waldo and its fight to avoid a wrecking ball. A victory for the 
Waldo goes to show that perseverance and hard work can 
make dreams a reality and hopefully be motivation for others to 
preserve a precious resource…Our History 
For anyone interested in getting involved with WHPS you can 

check out our web site www.savethewaldohotel.com

(Waldo photographs courtesy of Michael David Brown)

Waldo Hotel Sold to New Developer



David Rotenizer Joins 
PAWV’s Board of Directors

In May 2014, David Rotenizer joined PAWV’s Board of Directors.  
David is an Extension Agent with West Virginia State University assigned 
to Raleigh County through CARD (Community and Agricultural Resource 
Development). He serves as a community development coordinator to 
the New River Gorge Regional Development Authority where he also 
maintains regional specialization in historic preservation and tourism 
development. He recently launched “Bridges to the Past: A Historic 
Preservation Initiative of the NRGRDA.” This project received funding 
from the National Coal Heritage Area Authority to support programming 
for the PAWV traveling exhibit, Preserving West Virginia: Saving 
Communities, for a five-month tour of the New River Gorge region.

Rotenizer is heavily involved in other heritage-based organizations all 
over the state and region.  To name a few, he currently serves as the West 
Virginia editor for the Newsletter of the Council for Northeast Historical 
Archaeology (CNEHA). He was member of the advisory committee for 
the Cockayne Farmstead – a project of the Marshall County Historical 

Society. He is a member of the Raleigh County Historical Society and the 
West Virginia Association of Museums. He has been an active member 
of the Archeological Society of Virginia since 1979 and has served the 
organization in a number of capacities.  

PAWV has several vacancies on its Board of Directors.  If you are 
interested in serving as a member of the Board of Directors, please 
contact info@pawv.org to request an application.

PAWV Welcomes New VISTA
In April 2014, PAWV welcomed a new VISTA to begin a year of service 

at the PAWV Elkins office at the Darden House.  Alexandra (Alex) Coffman 
is from Grafton, West Virginia. She received her BA in history from West 
Virginia University. She then was accepted into the Atlantis Program 
where she studied Central and Eastern European Studies in Estonia and 
Poland. She received her MA in History (with concentrations in Public 

History and Eastern Europe) from West Virginia University and her MA in 
International Relations from Collegium Civitas. During her time in Poland 
she interned at the Warsaw Uprising Museum. She is also the North 
American Coordinator for the international organization “Organisation, 
Cooperation, And Exchange among Students” (OCEANS).

As an AmeriCorps VISTA for PAWV, Alex has been tasked with 
assisting the Executive Director in organizational capacity building, 
outreach and assistance with a new central West Virginia heritage 
tourism organization and the Tygart Valley Homestead Association, in 
addition to helping to plan educational programming.   Her goal is to 
assist West Virginian communities to utilize state and national resources 
to better protect, preserve, and re-use historic sites across the state. 

PAWV Board of Directors 
Officers 

President: Jeremy Morris – Wheeling
Vice President: Sandra Scaffidi – Fairmont

Secretary: Phyllis Baxter - Elkins
Treasurer: Logan Smith – Elkins

District I
Cris Green - Clarksburg

Amanda Griffith - Morgantown
Vacancy

District II
Curt Mason – Charles Town
Henry Battle – Charleston

Vacancy

District III
Paul Lindquist - Lewisburg
Robert Maslowski - Milton
David Rotenizer – Beckley

At-large Members
Robert Conte – Union

Michael Gioulis - Sutton

Ex Officio
Jennifer Fennell– WV Main Street

Susan Pierce – WV SHPO

 PAWV Staff 
Danielle LaPresta – Executive Director

Lynn Stasick – Field Representative
Rodney Bohner – Preserve WV AmeriCorps

Alexandra Coffman – VISTA
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By Michael Burk, Preserve WV AmeriCorps 
Part of the mission of the National Coal Heritage Area is to preserve 

structures that are important to the coal mining heritage of West Virginia. 
One such building that should be preserved is the Prince Depot in Fayette 
County. Since beginning my service with Preservation Alliance of West 
Virginia’s Preserve WV AmeriCorps program, I have been working on the 
National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Prince Depot so it 
can be recognized for its significance to the state and nation.

When originally built by the Chesapeake & Ohio (C&O) Railway in 
1945, the Prince Depot was to be the model for many postwar stations. 
However, by the time the other stations had been planned, the railroad 
boom had ended, and it would be the penultimate station built by the C&O 
and the only one of this design.

The C&O spared no expense in the construction of the depot. It was 
very modern for its time, featuring a public address system, lockers, and 
even a telephone booth. One interesting feature of the depot is its solar 
orientation. The passenger canopy on the south side offers shade for 
a large bank of windows. Since it’s not as high as the roof it doesn’t 
shade the very top row of windows. That row is shaded by an overhang 
which was precisely calculated to use the seasonal position of the sun 
to expose it to the low angle warmth in winter while shielding it from the 
higher summer sun.  This unique architectural element is one of several 
that present a strong case for the Prince Depot to be listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Working to list such a cultural and historical building in the National 
Register has been a pleasure for me. The fact is that there are many 
places in the southern coal fields that deserve the same recognition as 
the Prince Depot, and I look forward to learning more about them and 
getting their stories publicized throughout my year of service.

AmeriCorps Preserves History In Fayette County

By Alexandra Coffman, VISTA
PAWV has begun an economic impact study 

on the West Virginia State Development Grants. 
The research is focused on the projects from 
fiscal years 2011–2013. The purpose of this 
research is to gather employment data as well 
as general community impact information to use 
in the conversations with lawmakers. 

In FY2015, West Virginia historic preservation 

grants have been cut by 25%, and these cuts 
are part of a consistent trend over the last three 
years. Through this economic impact research, 
PAWV will show that historic restoration and 
preservation projects make a positive economic 
impact in these communities. 

This research project was started in April 
2014 and will continue throughout the year. 
Personal contact information is being collected 

for each of the individual projects that received a 
development grant. A questionnaire was written 
to collect the data including details on types 
of jobs created, use of the property, and how 
the community was involved. Once the data is 
collected and analyzed, it will be compiled into 
a comprehensive report.  If you have interest in 
this research project, please contact vista@
pawv.org or call 304-345-6005.

PAWV Takes on State Development Grant Research
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PAWV Mini-Conference 
Brochure & Registration Inside!

Mark Your Calendars to attend 
September 25-27, 2014

We at PAWV have been busy 
working on some exciting 
projects. In addition to 

finishing the book project, 
Preserve WV AmeriCorps 

member Rodney Bohner and I 
have done some gadding about the state 
visiting most of the 2014 PAWV Endangered 
Properties together. We also traveled to visit 
other AmeriCorps members, including Julie 
DiBiase, a member of the Appalachian Forest 
Heritage Area AmeriCorps program serving at 
Historic Arthurdale in Preston County. 

In early April, Rodney, Derrick Smith, a 
master woodworker with Allegheny Restoration, 
and I conducted a two-day workshop at 
Shepherd University. The first day involved 
classroom presentations on window restoration 
and hazardous materials likely found in the 
home and workplace. Day two we presented 
a windows workshop involving some hands-on 
participation using window sashes taken from 
the historic Entler-Weltzheimer House that we 
had begun to restore prior to the workshop. 
The events were not only well attended by a 

wonderful group of people, but we also received 
some very complimentary reviews. Many thanks 
to all who had a hand in making this a success.

There are two other exciting developments I 
would like to tell you about.  Recently, WBOY 
TV Channel 12 in Clarksburg offered to present 
a series of thirteen segments relating to PAWV 
and twelve PAWV-listed properties in the WBOY 
viewing area.  These videos can be found on 
our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
user/PreservationAlliance. Some of the 
filming sites were Morgantown while Rodney 
and I were conducting a Woodlawn Cemetery 
caretaker’s house windows workshop, the 
Golden Rule Building in Belington, and the 
Elkins Coal and Coke Building in Masontown.
The second piece of good news involves 
something Danielle worked to arrange. Through 
her efforts, PAWV has partnered with the New 
River Gorge Regional Development Authority 
and David Rotenizer, West Virginia State 
University Raleigh County Extension Agent, to 
conduct a series of five two day events in the 
New River region. The first day’s presentations 
are fashioned around community needs. The 

next day, Danielle and I travel with our hosts 
to visit community historic and heritage sites. 
Presentations have been held in Summersville, 
Beckley, the Whipple Company Store, and 
Hinton. The final presentation is scheduled for 
August 4 at the Sophia Town Hall.  We would 
love to see you there!

Notes From The Field... 	 — Lynn Stasick

PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
OF WEST VIRGINIA, INC.
Darden House
421 Davis Avenue, #3
Elkins, WV 26241
Phone: 304–345–6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Web: www.pawv.org


