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PAWYV Joins Abandoned
Properties Coalition

By Danielle LaPresta, Executive Director

Abandoned and dilapidated properties are a problem
for almost every community in West Virginia. Statistics
compiled by the Coalfield Development Corporation
last year reveal there are over 500 derelict buildings in
McDowell County, 180 discarded residences in Beckley,
and in the last ten years, over 400 neglected structures
have been demolished in Clarksburg alone. These
numbers are astonishing! Most communities realize the
abandoned and dilapidated properties cause a slippery
slope to reduced property values and tax base, increased
crime and drug activity, significant environmental, health,
and safety hazards, and more.

Last year, a group of organizations - WV Community
Development Hub, WV Brownfields Assistance Center,
Coalfield Development Corporation, the Municipal League,
and multiple individual communities - joined together
as partners to form the Abandoned Properties Coalition
(APC). The APC’s goal is to address this pervasive
problem plaguing much of West Virginia on a statewide
basis rather than on a case-by-case one. The APC is
working with state legislators to pass specific legislation
to address this problem and to remove arbitrary hurdles
that make counteracting the abandoned properties
epidemic more difficult. The goals of this initiative are to
pull together stakeholders wanting to offset the negative
effects of abandoned properties and be a unified voice
(support organizations plus local municipalities) offering
solutions that will have on-the-ground impacts in these
communities. This can be achieved by dispersing
information and educating communities with abandoned
properties, and collaborating with legislators focused on
improving policy. These partners realize that communities
and legislators need many tools to effectively manage the
situation. These tools should not be limited to demolition,
the go-to for many town leaders, but also preservation,
deconstruction, and adaptive re-use.

PAWV joined the APC to bring our expertise in
preservation and adaptive re-use of discarded historic
properties.  This partnership can build upon PAWV’s
own statewide initiative, the West Virginia Endangered
Properties Program, which works with communities to
build support for and bring new life to neglected historic
properties. Moreover, PAWV plans to advocate against
any impending demolitions of National Register properties
by reaching out to the WV State Historic Preservation
Office, Certified Local Governments, and Landmarks
Commissions.

It is our belief that the preservation and re-use of our
historic built environment are essential tools to prevent
the perpetuating problems initiated by decaying structures
and derelict properties. Preservation can reinvigorate a

Butcher School in Fairmont

sense of community, and it is proven to increase property
values and the tax base. As your statewide advocate for
historic preservation, PAWV, in partnership with the APC,
promises to continue our efforts to preserve and protect
West Virginia's heritage.

PAWYV Call for
Conference Proposals

PAWV is currently accepting proposals for its
statewide historic preservation conference scheduled
for September 25-27, 2014, in Huntington, WV. This
year’s conference theme is From the Ground Up:
Archaeology, Brownfield Re-use, & Historic
Preservation. Conference proposals should relate
to the theme of archaeology with an additional focus
on how archaeology has been used in brownfield re-
use and historic preservation projects. Proposals will
also be accepted for conference tracks: preservation
policy, heritage development, and preservation skills.

For more information and proposal requirements,
please visit http://pawv.org/update.htm. PAWV will
begin reviewing applications on March 28, 2014, and
will continue to accept proposals until all conference
programming has been selected.

Submit proposals, preferably via email, to:
info@pawv.org and/or 3 hard copies to:

PAWYV - Darden House
421 Davis Avenue - Office #3
Elkins, WV 26241




New PAWYV Traveling Exhibit Available

PAWV is seeking sites to display its new traveling exhibit, Preserving West Virginia: Saving Communities.
The traveling exhibit focuses on how historic preservation is beneficial to West Virginia and strategies for
re-using historic sites while highlighting the West Virginia Endangered Properties List. Concrete examples
demonstrate how historic preservation has been a successful revitalization and economic development tool
in West Virginia.

The exhibit consists of four durable, free-standing banners measuring approximately 31.5” wide by 78.5”
tall. Itis available on a monthly basis, free of charge, to heritage organizations (or other groups) wanting to
showcase it. For more information or if you are interested in featuring the traveling exhibit at your site, please
contact PAWV at info@pawv.org or by calling 304-345-6005.

This exhibit is being presented with financial assistance from the West Virginia Humanities Council, a state
affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusion, or recommendations
do not necessarily represent those of the West Virginia Humanities Council or the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

AmeriCorps Program Aids Preservation

The PreserveWV AmeriCorps program is PAWV’s statewide
service initiative to promote cultural heritage tourism and enhance
historic resource re-use and redevelopment projects in West Virginia.
Particular focus will be placed on nonprofit capacity building through
volunteer
community engagement. Current AmeriCorps site sponsors are PAWV,
Adaland Mansion, the Cockayne Farmstead, the Craik-Patton House,

organizational policy development,

management, and

Corporation.

AmeriCorps

Member Rodney Bohner sorts donated materials

Notes from
the Field

Hello from the field. Now that

we are mid-way through winter,

it is time to discuss our up-coming springtime
activities, but first, an update. PAWV became
an AmeriCorps sponsor in mid-2013 and
started the PreserveWV AmeriCorps program
late September. To that end, we have placed
eleven people in nine full and two part-time
positions statewide, including one in the PAWV
Morgantown office. Our executive director,
Danielle LaPresta worked many long and

hard hours to make this happen alongside
and under the guidance of Appalachian Forest
Heritage Area’s executive director and PAWV’s
secretary, Phyllis Baxter. PAWV and many
others would like to thank these women for
their tireless efforts to help preserve our state’s
heritage. Kudos goes out to both of them.

The annex book project is nearly complete.
Rodney Bohner, PAWV’s new AmeriCorps
member compiled a comprehensive inventory
of the books not accepted for donation and
then boxed them. Most were then shipped to
Beverly for sale. However, there are still books
remaining, so if someone is interested, please

Main Street Fairmont, Main Street
Morgantown, the Marion County
Historical Society, National Coal
Heritage Area Authority, the
Old Hemlock Foundation, and
Wheeling National Heritage Area
For information on
how to become a PreserveWV
sponsor  or
member, please contact Danielle LaPresta at info@pawv.org or
by calling 304-345-6005.

AmeriCorps is a program of the Corporation for
National and Community Service, an independent federal
agency whose mission is to improve lives, strengthen
communities,
service and volunteering. To learn more about AmeriCorps
see www.americorps.gov. The PreserveWV AmeriCorps

program is sponsored by Volunteer West Virginia, the
state’s Commission for National and Community Service:
www.volunteerwv.org.

and foster civic engagement through

contact us for a list.

| have also begun to solicit locations for our
up-coming springtime workshops. We presently
offer sessions in hazardous materials, window
restoration, the National Register nomination
process, and others, so if you are interested or
have an idea for a workshop please let us know.
Rodney and | will also be visiting the newly
selected 2014 endangered property sites to
conduct evaluations and meet with the property
stewards to discuss their needs. So until next
time, stay well, stay busy, stay excited.

Yours, Lynn
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Board of Directors

President: Jeremy Morris — Wheeling
Vice President: Sandra Scaffidi — Fairmont
Secretary: Phyllis Baxter — Elkins
Treasurer: Logan Smith — Elkins

District |
Cris Green - Clarksburg
Amanda Griffith - Morgantown

District 11
Curt Mason — Charles Town
Henry Battle — Charleston

District 111
Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg
Robert Maslowski — Milton
Vacancy

At-large Members
Robert Conte — Union
Michael Gioulis — Sutton

Ex Officio
Monica D. Miller — WV Main Street
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO

PAWV Staff
Danielle LaPresta — Executive Director
Lynn Stasick — Field Representative
Rodney Bohner—AmeriCorps, Morgantown
Tricia Lipton — VISTA, Elkins

PAWYV Welcomes New
VISTA and New PreserveWV
AmeriCorps Member

PAWV is delighted to add two new AmeriCorps to the team this past
fall. Both AmeriCorps are signed on to serve one year with PAWV.
Tricia Lipton is our new VISTA based in Elkins. Her position is made

possible through the National Coal Heritage

Keep On Preserving!

Due to high printing and mailing costs, PAWV will be

mailing its printed newsletter to members only. The
newsletter will continue to be available on our
website and anyone can sign up for our monthly

e-newsletter. If you would like to continue receiving
our printed newsletter, please renew your membership with
PAWV or consider becoming a member. Members also

receive discounted entry into PAWV events.

Area Authority. Tricia is originally from the
suburbs of Chicago. She studied history at
Amherst College before earning a Mastersin
architectural conservation at the University
of Edinburgh. Throughout her time at school
she volunteered with several preservation
organizations including Landmarks lllinois,
Scottish Historic Buildings Trust, and the

college. Many summers were spent biking around Gettysburg and the
National Historic Park. At Pennsylvania State University, he studied
recreation and park management. After graduating, he worked across
the country in different recreation and youth programming settings

City of Chicago Historic Preservation
Division. Her goal is to assist low-income
communities to utilize state and national resources to better protect,
preserve, and re-use their historic heritage.

Tricia

Rodney Bohner is a PreserveWV AmeriCorps member based in
Morgantown. Rodney grew up in South Central Pennsylvania, where
he lived in two different Civil War-era houses before moving off to

Rodney

including Northern Virginia, Colorado, Boston,
and St. Croix, U.S.V.I. Rodney is coming into
this AmeriCorps experience with an open mind
ready to learn as much as possible. He is
looking forward to assisting with endangered
sites and serving the statewide community in
the coming year. Projects he’ll be working on
include identifying and nominating properties
for the PAWV Endangered Properties List, as
well as assisting those properties already on
the list in a variety of capacities.
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New Use Planned for Arthurdale’s Historic High School

By Jeanne Goodman,
Executive Director Arthurdale Heritage Inc.

Since 2003 Arthurdale Heritage Inc. (AHI)
has owned three of the original school buildings
which were an integral part of the nation’s first
New Deal homestead community, Arthurdale
in Preston County. AHI mothballed the schools
through a Save America’s Treasures grant and
began working on a long-range plan and raising
funds to restore them. In the last four years,
several FOCUS grants through the Northern
WV Brownfields Program allowed AHI to do site
assessments and develop a marketing plan.

In 2012, PAWV added the three buildings to
its Endangered Properties list which brought
statewide attention to them. A notice in an
email from PAWV put AU Associates and AHI

together. AU Associates, a development firm
from Lexington, KY, was finishing up turning
the First Ward School in Elkins into affordable
apartments and was searching for their next
project. AU specializes in adaptive re-use of
existing structures and they saw the same thing
AHI did in the schools - a lot of potential.

Because AU Associates uses historic tax
credits to restore buildings, all their work must
be authorized by the State Historic Preservation
Office and meet the Secretary of the Interior
Standards. They entered into an ‘option to buy’
agreement with AHI until May 2014. If all works
out as planned, AU Associates will purchase
the high school and renovate the building into
twelve affordable apartments, while restoring
the high school back to its historic look.

Due to AHI’s limited budget and staff, it could
not afford to rehabilitate the schools. But if this
project works as well as expected, AU may
one day buy the adjoining school building and
turn it into apartments. This rehabilitation work
will turn the historic structures into assets for
Preston County and its citizens, and for the
many visitors who come to tour Arthurdale.

INSIDE

West Virginia
Endangered Properties
For 2014 Announced

SAVE THE DATE
September 25-27, 2014

From the Ground Up:
Archaelogy, Brownfield Re-use,
and Historic Preservation

PAWYV Statewide Conference
Huntington, WV




