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By Lynn Stasick
As you may remember, with 

the passing last year of our dear 
friend and colleague Larry Sypolt, 
the books, periodicals, and other 
materials that had been collected by 
him and WVU Professor Emeritus 
of History Dr. Emory Kemp during 
their fifteen plus years collaboration 
at the Institute for the History of 
Technology and Industrial Archeology 
in Morgantown became endangered.  
Due to a number of issues, these 
valuable resources were slated for 

the landfill.  The good news 
however is that through 
PAWV efforts they are now 
safely stored at the Mills 
Group Architectural firm in 
Morgantown through the 
generous offer of Michael 
Mills.

However, even more 
progress has been realized.  
With the help of volunteers, we have 
now uncrated the materials, stored 
them on library-grade shelving we 
erected in preparation, and are now 

ready to go through a 
final sorting according 
to subject matter and 
material type.  Once this 
has been completed, the 
materials will be offered 
to at least two libraries 
first, and then to other 
institutions.  Plans are 

also in progress to deal with 
the remaining materials in a manner 
that will find them good homes in 
private hands.  More information will 
be forthcoming. 

Mannington “Local-Motive” Historic Train Depot 
Project Moving Full–Steam Ahead 

Saved Library Materials To Be Distributed 

Sypolt

By Rana Taylor,  
Mannington Main Street

The Mannington Railroad Depot was listed as a 
WV Endangered Property in 2011.  Shortly thereafter, 
Mannington Main Street Inc. (MMS) completed the $20,000 
purchase of the historic depot and immediately began 
planning for restoration and reuse of the iconic building.  In 
the spring of 2012, MMS received the first-place $15,000 
Innovation Award from Governor Tomblin and the WV 
Development Office to begin Phase 1 of the proposed 
“Local-Motive” three-phase business plan. The plan 

was created in 
response to the 
alarming rate of 
annual business 
failures in the 
Mannington area 
and proposes to 
use the space 
for approximately 
three local artists 
or service-based 

“start-up” businesses looking to rent a low-cost space. 
The selected participants will be required to attend various 
business trainings in 2013.  MMS’s goal is to educate 
business owners who aim to eventually graduate into a 
sole business space within downtown Mannington.

The project’s first phase is well underway as historic 
preservation architect Michael Gioulis is developing a 
feasibility study, which will guide the MMS in identifying 
renovation needs and specifications of the intended use of 
the space. Initial training for participants and leaders has 
also begun and should be completed in April 2013.  Phase 
2, to begin in 2013, will identify renovation costs for the 
building.  In 2014 Phase 3 will commence, and MMS will 
focus on marketing costs and advertising avenues for the 
completed project.

Preservation work has already begun! Preservation 
Alliance’s statewide field representative, Lynn Stasick, 
visited the depot in the summer of 2012 and guided 
volunteers in how to properly restore and weatherize 
the depot’s numerous wooden windows.  The interior is 
currently being prepared for floor, ceiling, and masonry 
restoration.  MMS’s projected completion date is the Fall 
of 2014.

The Matching Advertising Partnership Program (MAPP) 
was created in 1995 as a public/private partnership to 
grow tourism in West Virginia by improving its marketing 
and advertising. During the last 10 years, tourism has 
grown by 72% and state and local taxes from tourism have 
grown 98%, generating a total of $582 million in taxes per 
year. The tourism industry in West Virginia is now over 
$4.3 billion with over 44,000 jobs.

The MAPP program reimburses tourism advertisers for 
50% of the cost of qualified expense. Since 1995, the state 
has partnered with over 1,000 projects promoting tourism 

Future of Effective 
Program In Doubt

PROGRAM Continued on Page 3
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During the 2012 Historic Preservation 
Conference, Preservation Alliance of WV 
honored preservationists during its annual 
awards banquet.  It was a splendid affair at the 
Quality Hotel & Conference Center in Harpers 
Ferry with good people and an uplifting and 
inspiring keynote speech delivered by Ed 
McMahon of the Urban Land Institute.  The 
winners were…

Preservation Achievement Award 
John C. Allen, Jr.

John C. Allen, Jr. was recognized for his 
dedication to the preservation of West Virginia’s 
historic resources as an architectural historian.  
He received the Preservation Achievement 
Award for his book Uncommon Vernacular: 
Early Houses of Jefferson County, West 
Virginia, 1735-1835, a culmination of work 
from an exhaustive eight-year survey of 250 of 

Jefferson County’s domestic buildings. John’s 
book is the most comprehensive, accurate, 
beautiful, and important study of historic houses 
in any county of West Virginia.

Dr. Emory Kemp 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

David Kemnitzer 

Over the last 35 years of his career as an 
architect, David Kemnitzer has been recognized 
both domestically and internationally as an 
expert and lecturer on best practices in historic 
preservation.  PAWV honored David for his 
stunning and on-going career through which 
he has helped to preserve some of our nation’s 
most fabulous landmarks and West Virginia 
treasures including the United States Capitol, 
the Jefferson Memorial, the Metropolitan 
Theatre (Morgantown), and the Marion County 
Courthouse, to name only a few. 

Most Significant Property Save 
Fisherman’s Hall, African American 

Community Association of Jefferson Co.
 Located at South West and Academy 

Streets in Charles Town, Fisherman’s Hall was 
built by the Charles Town Industrial Association 
in 1885 for the local tabernacle of the Grand 
United Order of the Galilean Fisherman.  The 
building is one of the first examples of self-
help centers among African Americans after 
the end of slavery.   In 2005, the African 

American Community Association of Jefferson 
County finished restoring the historic hall, 
which continues to be a community staple for 
meetings, forums and educational programs.  
Spearheading the efforts were community 
activists individually recognized during the 
banquet: Harold Stewart, James Tolbert, and 
the late Walton Danforth “Kip” Stowell.

Community Preservation Award 
American Public University System 

Charles Town
Rather than destroy existing green space 

to create an “office-park-type” structure to 
house its offices, American Public University 
System (APUS) undertook a comprehensive 
multi-building reuse policy in Charles Town’s 
downtown historic district. From 2003-2012, 
APUS purchased and restored over five historic 
structures including Etter Hall (Charles Town’s 
first hospital) and the Thomas Green House 
(built by Samuel Washington’s descendants).  
By locating its offices in the downtown historic 
district, APUS has been a model for new 
business development in a historic setting.

Notes From The Field... 	 — Lynn Stasick
Greetings from the field!  I hope you are well.  It was a busy fall.  During the past 

number of months I have been working to develop two devices for the safe 
removal of both lead paint and historic cylinder glass with great success using 
steam during the historic window restoration process.  During one workshop 

in Mineral County, we were able to successfully remove one hundred percent of 
the historic glass constituting fifty-seven panes in a building built circa 1810. This 

is significant since the use of a heat gun and scraper in an attempt to remove the glass 
can result in as much as a 90% material loss!  However, more work is needed to refine the 
process.  	

In October, several folks from PAWV attended the day-long West Virginia University 
Safety and Health Extension Services lead paint renovator training program.  After the 
training and examination process, we were all awarded our state renovator certificates.  	

I am presently working on an idea to promote preservation awareness in the elementary 
schools through an interactive process, but since the project is in its infancy, I will tell you 
more as it develops.  If it works, it promises to be fun, informative, and hopefully achieve 
the goal of raising preservation awareness in the younger crowd.  After all, it is they who will 
be the stewards of our cultural treasures in the not-too-distant future.  And so the circles go.  
We will talk again soon but until then, stay well, stay busy, stay excited. 

2012 Historic Preservation Award Recipients 

Etter Hall

David Kemnitzer (right) receives his award.

Fisherman’s Hall



in West Virginia. The program is funded by video lottery revenues from the four racetracks in the state. In the past, there has been average annual 
funding of around $6 to $8 million per year.

Over the years, the legislature has reduced the amount of money allocated for this program. Competition from new gaming in Ohio, Maryland 
and Pennsylvania has also reduced available revenue. In addition, in 2008 the legislature required that $4.7 million be taken out of the fund each 
year for the Courtesy Patrol. As a result, there is now only about $600,000 per year left for the MAPP program, which is no longer able to fund 
projects as has been done for the last 18 years.

Supporters hope to restore $4.7 million per year back to the MAPP fund in this legislative session. For more information, or to find out how you 
can help, contact Carol Fulks at carol@wvhta.com.
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Board of Directors 
President: Jeremy Morris – Wheeling

Vice President: Henry Battle – Charleston
Secretary: Phyllis Baxter - Elkins
Treasurer: Logan Smith – Elkins

District I
Cris Green - Clarksburg

Amanda Griffith - Morgantown
Sandra Scaffidi - Fairmont

District II
Lori Brannon - Charleston

David Kemnitzer - Shepherdstown
Curt Mason – Charles Town

District III
Paul Lindquist - Lewisburg
Robert Maslowski - Milton

Vacancy

At-large Members
Robert Conte – Union

Michael Gioulis - Sutton

Ex Officio
Monica D. Miller – WV Main Street

Susan Pierce – WV SHPO
Nell Ziehl – NTHP

 PAWV Staff 
Danielle LaPresta – Executive Director

Lynn Stasick – Field Representative

Spring Into 2013 
Join PAWV Now!

Meet New PAWV Board Members
David Kemnitzer is a historic preservation architect and expert in historic preservation.  He earned a Bachelor of Science in Architecture from the 
University of Cincinnati in Ohio.  Throughout his career, David has worked as an architect with the Veteran’s Administration and in his own firm where 
he has helped to restore National Landmarks including the Old Executive Office Building in Washington D.C.  David lives in the Eastern Panhandle 
of West Virginia where he continues to work as an architect. 
Sandra Scaffidi is the Preservation Associate and Historian at the Morgantown-based architecture firm, Mills Group, LLC, where she researches 
and documents historic buildings and towns, assists in writing historic structure reports, and provides a contextual background to the architects 
and designers working with historic resources.  Prior to working for Mills Group, Sandra was employed at Main Street Fairmont where she helped 
to revitalize Fairmont’s historic downtown.  During her tenure, the downtown was recognized as a Great American Main Street Community and a 
Preserve America Community. 
Lori Brannon is an expert in downtown revitalization.  Early in her career, Lori became active in Charleston organizations as the communications 
director for the Charleston Chamber of Commerce, and from there she moved to the Charleston Renaissance Corporation where she helped with 
communications with a special focus on revitalization of the East End.  Lori authored the application for the East End Main Street program and also 
worked with a task force for the Charleston City Council to establish the Charleston Historic Landmarks Commission.   Currently, she works as a 
Neighborhood Planner for the City of Charleston Planning Department and is very involved with East End Main Street.

PROGRAM Continued from Front Page



Return Service Requested

PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
OF WEST VIRGINIA, INC.
PO Box 3371
Charleston, WV 25333–3371
Phone: 304–345–6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Web: www.pawv.org

Save  the  Date!
September 21, 2013

PAWV Awards Banquet in 
Morgantown, WV with Keynote 

Speaker Donovan Rypkema 

Special Lecture Series For Historic Preservation Month!
The West Virginia Humanities Council is bringing Sir Neil Cossons, former chairman of English Heritage, to West 

Virginia for a series of three public talks in May titled, “A Future for the Past: Preserving the Past as an Asset for the 
Future.”

English Heritage is the principal advisor to the government of the United Kingdom on the historic environment of 
England, from Stonehenge to manor houses.  Sir Neil was knighted in 1994 for his work with museums and historic 
preservation and has advised governments, museums, and preservation organizations in several countries. His visit to 
West Virginia was facilitated by his friend and colleague Dr. Emory Kemp, professor emeritus at West Virginia University. 
In addition to being former chairman of English Heritage, Cossons was the first director of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum, 
director of the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, and has worked on several World Heritage nominations.

The first talk is scheduled for May 7th in Jefferson County (venue to be announced), the second on May 8th at 7:00 
pm at WVU’s Erickson Alumni Center in Morgantown 
and the last talk at 7:00 pm on May 9th at West Virginia 
Independence Hall in Wheeling.

The public is cordially invited to attend all of the 
programs in observance of National Preservation Month 
in May. For more information contact the West Virginia 
Humanities Council at 304-346-8500.
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Second Presbyterian Church, 
Wheeling, Ohio County

“The Westly” 
Sears Kit House, 

Lewisburg, 
Greenbrier County

Abruzzino Mansion, 
Shinnston, Harrison County

Blue Sulphur Springs Pavilion, 
Blue Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County

Ananias Pitsenbarger Farm, 
Franklin, Pendleton County



Abruzzino Mansion
Shinnston, Harrison County

Construction Date: 1921
Endangerment: Environmental Damage

The Abruzzino Mansion is a contributing building 
in the Shinnston Historic District.  Overlooking 
downtown Shinnston, the Neoclassical mansion 
originally had 28 rooms, 4 bathrooms, and a third-
floor ballroom when Frank Abruzzino and his family 
moved into the residence in 1922.  Frank was a 
prosperous West Virginia businessman who hired 
Shinnston master builder Charles Ashby Short to 
build his luxury home.  In the 1960s, the home was 
converted into apartments; however, the renovators maintained much of the historic layout 
and features.  The mansion’s current owners were restoring it when a fire arose in 2010 and 
destroyed part of the west wing of the house including much of the tile roof.  Now the couple 
is working to repair the wing and restore the house with hopes that it could be donated to a 
nonprofit and used for educational purposes.  

Second Presbyterian Church
Wheeling, Ohio County

Construction Date: 1850
Endangerment:  Environmental damage 

The Second Presbyterian Church was one of the first buildings to be 
constructed in the heart of Wheeling’s Center Market Square Historic District, 
a 160-year-old neighborhood known for its distinctive market traditions and 
communities.  The Greek Revival church has stood at its current site since 1850 
when it was built by the congregation.   In the summer of 2011, a large portion 
of the roof collapsed due to truss failure; the roof ’s trusses were weakened 
decades ago after being cut and modified to hang a chandelier in the sanctuary.  
The church has since been threatened by weather and water infiltration.  The 
building’s owner, Near Earth Object Foundation, has submitted engineering 
plans to the City of Wheeling, and once the plans are approved, the roof will be 
completed immediately to reestablish a weather-resistant enclosure.  The Near 
Earth Object Foundation has owned the building for three years and has been 
working to preserve the building and bring it up to code.  It plans to reopen 
the building for presentations, plays, and educational events, as well as an 
“urban observatory” — a project to observe and monitor Near Earth Objects 
supported by the NASA West Virginia Space Grant Consortium.  

Ananias Pitsenbarger Farm
Franklin, Pendleton County

Construction Date: 1845 and c. 1900
Endangerment: Neglect

Situated on 130 acres of rolling hills, the Ananias 
Pitsenbarger Farm was a historically self-sufficient 
farmstead currently consisting of a collection of 
23 log and frame buildings constructed by hand 
and made from local materials.  The builders 
utilized distinct traditional German building 
techniques including hand-hewn horizontal 
logs, hand-carved wood hinges and pegs, 
forged nails and iron latches, and saddle, V-, and 
dovetail notching.  This mountain farm complex 
is an excellent example of mountain family 
institutions and Germanic and occult traditions 
that date to the preindustrial era.  In 1974, the 
last Pitsenbarger passed away on the farm, and 
the current owners’ parents bought the farm in 
an auction.  Since their purchase, the owners 
have made efforts to preserve the farmstead with 
roof updates and overgrowth clearing.  Presently, 
the owners are working on a plan to preserve 
the site and hope to expand current events for 
historic and recreational purposes.



“The Westly”, Sears Kit House
Lewisburg, Greenbrier County

Construction Date: 1924-25
Endangerment: Neglect

This ready-to-assemble Sears kit home is located in the 
Lewisburg Historic District.  Known as “The Westly”, this style 
was one of the most popular sold through the Sears, Roebuck, 
and Company mail-order catalogs.  The home was delivered in 
over 10,000 labeled pieces with assembly instructions.  Delivery 
of such commodities was made possible when the railroad 
expanded into downtown Lewisburg from 1905-1907.  In 1941, 
the Greenbrier County Commission purchased the dwelling and 
used it as the office for the West Virginia University Extension 
Service.  Currently, the building maintains the original floor 
plan but is vacant and deteriorating.  The Lewisburg Historic 
Landmarks Commission and Lewisburg Preservation Alliance 
are engaging the Greenbrier County Commission in hopes to 
prepare a preservation plan for the Westly to either be used 
by the county or sold to a sensitive buyer looking to restore it.                                                                                  

Blue Sulphur Springs Pavilion
Blue Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County

Construction Date: 1834
Endangerment: Neglect

The Blue Sulphur Springs Pavilion lies about 9 miles north of 
Alderson, West Virginia in a bucolic cattle pasture surrounded 
by mountains. The pavilion was originally built around 1834 by 
Dr. Alexis Martin in the Greek Revival style.  Made of marble 
slabs five-feet wide, the sides enclosing the mineral spring are 
covered with brilliant pink sandstone.   The pavilion was the 
heart of a nineteenth-century resort complex, Blue Sulphur 
Springs, where Dr. Martin was the resident physician and ad-
ministered the first mud baths in the United States.  During the 
Civil War, the resort served as a bivouac and hospital for both 
armies until finally torched by Union soldiers in 1864.  All that 
remains are the pavilion and the rich archaeological potential 

of the resort and Civil War 
encampment.  Currently, the 
pavilion is deteriorating. The 
private owner has been un-
able to preserve the property 
but has promised to deed 
the pavilion and some land 
to the Greenbrier Historical 

Society. The His-
torical Society is 
already develop-
ing plans to re-
store the pavilion 
and develop it as 
a tourist and so-
cial destination.



PAWV and the West Virginia Endangered List
Properties selected for the WV Endangered Properties List must be listed or eligible for listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places and meet other criteria such as historic significance, preservation emergency, and 
apparent local support.

Thanks to the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Partners in the Field Challenge Grant and the 
committed donors who have met that challenge, PAWV’s statewide field representative Lynn Stasick provides 
endangered list sites with direct technical assistance including structural needs assessments, preservation 
expertise, capacity building, and advocacy. 

Look for updates on endangered sites from previous lists at: www.pawv.org/endangerprogressreps.htm

Endangered Properties Update
SAVED:
Old Greenbrier County Public Library (left) (2010 List) — Through a partnership 
between The City of Lewisburg and the New River Community and Technical 
College, the old pink library and annex have been preserved and renovated with 
work highlights including new heating and air conditioning system, repaired wood 
floors, and rehabilitated historic wood windows.  In October 2012, the college 
celebrated the reopening of the library and annex as the College Library.
The Albert Gallatin Jenkins Site at Green Bottom (2012 List) — The US Army 
Corps of Engineers has completed necessary repairs to the first floor joists and the 
structural loading capacity meets the International Building Code for “Assembly” 
areas.  The archaeology site is also preserved and protected.  The Corps transferred 

control of the Jenkins House and the surrounding four acres to the WV Division of Natural Resources (WVDNR) in accordance with 
the current lease.  There are no plans to reopen the house for public use, but the WVDNR is required to maintain the building.

PROGRESSING:
First Ward School (2009 List) — Work began in August 2012 to rennovate the building 
for 16 senior-housing apartments.  The exterior will be completely restored to its early-
1900s appearance, and many of the key interior features reminiscent of the school days 
will be retained and preserved.
Little Kanawha Bank (2010 List) — WV State Folk Festival volunteers are in the 
process of preserving and restoring the site.  The group is seeking original fixtures and 
equipment they can use for the restoration of the bank.  
Staats Hospital (2012 List) — West Side Main Street  (WSMS) purchased the building 
and through its development entity, West Side Development Corporation, will work to repurpose the building.  WSMS has also 
received a WV Brownfields FOCUS grant to fund a site assessment, site visioning, and revitalization plan.
WV Northern Railroad Water Tower (2012 List) — Stanley Hostler donated approximately 2.5 acres of land and the Northern 
Railroad Water Tower to Friends of the Cheat to transform the former railroad site into a public park and trailhead for the future 
Kingwood to Tunnelton rail-trail.  The historic water tower will mark the welcome area and entry onto the rail-trail.

LOST:
East Wheeling Historic District (right) (2012 List) — Historic dwellings on 15th and 
16th Streets in the district were lost to demolition in the summer of 2012 to make 
way for the planned  J.B. Chambers Sports Complex.  The City of Wheeling has not yet 
broken ground on the sports complex project.

Our thanks to generous sponsor 
Mills Group, LLC for their 
support of this Endangered List 
Special Edition.
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