
National Congressional Legislation:
New Federal Transportation Bills propose either to eliminate 
or merge funding for many of our beloved programs.  Please 
contact your Congressional leaders to show support of 
programs threatened by these bills.

HR7 – American Energy and Infrastructure Jobs Act – a 
multiyear bill that would eliminate funding for Transportation 
Enhancements, repeal the Safe Routes to School program, 
make Rail Trails ineligible for federal funding, and abolish the 
Scenic Byways program, as well as streamline measures that 
allow for the categorical exclusion of infrastructure projects 
from historic review.  

S1813 – Map- 21, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 
21st Century – a two-year bill that consolidates funding 
for Transportation Enhancements (TE),  Scenic Byways, 
Recreational Trails, and Safe Routes to Schools under one 
federal program known as the Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Program (CMAQ-AA).  Additionally, 12 TE-eligible 
projects would be combined to 10 with the elimination of 
funding for transportation museums.  However, states would 
also be eligible for additional TE money under the Surface 
Transportation Mobility Program.

West Virginia Legislation Watch:
SB133 – Increasing Cultural Facilities and Capitol 

Resources Matching Grant Fund allocation from racetrack 
video lottery net terminal income to .375%. This WV Division 
of Culture & History grant program funds opportunities for WV 
arts and history organizations to expand and improve their 
facilities, including historic buildings.

HB4044 – Energy Efficiency Building Act – Creation of 
a new tax credit for either 1½% of eligible expenditures or 
$1/square foot of eligible building for the construction and 
rehabilitation of energy efficient residential and nonresidential 
buildings within the scope of the Energy Star performance 
ratings system.  

HB4017 – Arts, Entertainments, and Enterprise District 
Creation Act to establish a Governor-appointed nine-person 
review board for the ultimate purpose of identifying arts, 
entertainments, and enterprise districts via application.  Bill 
also requires the chairperson to report the benefit of related 
and potential tax credits.

Sign up for PAWV’s e-newsletter to receive 
updates about historic preservation legislation at: 
http://www.pawv.org/newsletters.htm.
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Many will recall the winter of 2010 
when blizzard snows rocked the 
Northeast and shut down Washing-
ton D.C. for three days.  Almost every 
hour throughout those record-break-
ing storms, Ryan Rebant, a member 
of the Berkeley Springs 
Train Depot Rehabilitation 
Committee, trudged back 
and forth through the snow 
to check on the roof of the 
Berkeley Springs Train De-
pot, listed on PAWV’s 2010 
Endangered Properties List.  
Mr. Rebant and others wor-
ried the heavy terra cotta 
tile roof and deteriorated su-
perstructure would collapse 
under the weight and pres-
sure of the accumulated 
snow.   PAWV field representative, 
Lynn Stasick, reminisces about the 
constant contact he maintained with 
Mr. Rebant during these treacherous 
storms, “I have always appreciated 
the email I received from Ryan in the 
form of a good news message saying 
that there had been very high winds, 
gusts up to 60 MPH.  Normally this 
would be very bad news, but due to 

the extremes, the wind actually blew 
the snow off the roof thus reducing 
the weight!!”  

The Berkeley Springs Train De-
pot has come a long way since that 
severe winter of 2010.  This past 

November, Governor Earl Ray Tom-
blin announced the town of Berke-
ley Springs was awarded $304,264 
in Federal Highway Administration 
Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
Grant funds to help with the rehabilita-
tion of the depot. These critical funds 
will be used to refurbish the distinct 
low-pitched, Spanish-mission style 
roof; rehabilitate the brownfield site 

surrounding the building; and restore 
the depot’s interior to its 1915-era 
appearance, reflecting its construc-
tion period.  Several WV businesses 
have been employed to complete the 
historic preservation consultation and 

construction work including 
Mills Group LLC, Tri-State 
Roofing, and Shunney Res-
toration.  Additionally, the 
Historic Preservation Train-
ing Center, a branch of the 
National Park Service com-
pleted much of the carpentry 
work on the roof.  

Spearheading this project, 
the Berkeley Springs Train 
Depot Rehabilitation Com-
mittee matched the TE funds 
with an additional $76,000, 

the value of surrounding land donated 
to the town by its former owner, CSX 
Railroad.  As yet, there are no official 
plans for the rehabilitated depot, but 
the Rehabilitation Committee empha-
sized that it wishes to see the depot 
first brought back to a usable, his-
torically correct state. After that, the 
structure can be put to the best use 
for the community.

PAWV Preservation Legislation Watch!

Berkeley Springs Depot Is  
Awarded Pivotal Grant
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By Amanda Whitmore
Grant proposals are an essential part of non-profit organizations.  Grants 
help to fund the organizations’ projects, many of which would not be 
funded unless successful grant proposals are written and submitted to 
appropriate foundations and government agencies.  Below are some tips 
for writing a successful grant proposal.

1.	Find out what foundations or government agencies have funded 
similar proposals in your region.  Talk to those who received funding 
and ask for advice and a copy of their proposal.
2.	Read the current grant guidelines.
3.	Ask for copies of successful grants submitted to the foundation or 
government agency.  They will either provide you copies or provide 
the name and contact information of groups who have submitted 
successful grants.
4.	Use the same terms in your proposal that the foundation or 
government agency used to describe what they want to fund. Buzz 
phrases can push important buttons. 
5.	Contact the appropriate individuals within the foundation or 
government agency who will be reviewing the grant proposals. Many 
grant reviewers appreciate those who take the time to gather all the 

facts, and they might even recognize your name when your proposal 
comes up for review.
6.	Less is more. Grant reviewers can scan text to get a sense of what 
you expect to do, with whom, when, how, and toward what measurable 
outcome. Too much ambling detail and they may have a hard time 
understanding your proposal.
7.	A catchy name for your project can make the difference.
8.	Good writing should be easy to read, understand, and should 
present your ideas in an exciting, yet specific manner.  
9.	Have multiple people review your proposal before you submit it.
10. Even if the first grant writing effort doesn’t get funded, the planning 
and writing process still allows you to resubmit your idea elsewhere.

There are many funding sources available on PAWV’s website at www.
pawv.org/funding.htm.  Additionally, grant writing sources can be found 
at The Foundation Center website as well as a searchable database 
with most foundations listed (http://foundationcenter.org/) and includes 
a short course on grant writing (http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted/
tutorials/shortcourse/index.html).  Federal grants can be searched at 
www.grants.gov.  

By Jean Davis, Secretary of Waldo 
Hotel Preservation Society

My grandfather, the late DC Davis, had his office 
for his distributorship in the Waldo Hotel.  My 
grandma would take me there to visit him, and 
at times we would eat lunch in a restaurant in 
the hotel. I have very fond memories of visiting 
the Waldo Hotel as a little girl and witnessed its 
transformation through the years to its current 
dilapidated state. 
When William B. Sauerwein, a native of 
Clarksburg, WV, developed several Facebook 
pages to stir an interest in redeveloping our 
historic town, I received an invitation to join the 
group “Revive the ‘Waldo Hotel’!! Clarksburg 
WV USA.” Through this group we formed 
and chartered the Waldo Hotel Preservation 
Society with the mission “to raise funds, 
stabilize, preserve and facilitate redevelopment 
in partnership with the owners of the property 
commonly known as the Waldo Hotel.” Our 
journey has just begun.
Our goals seem momentous and are prioritized 
on a need basis with the most pressing being 
to fundraise to purchase the building from a 
tax sale. We have until March to raise these 
funds along with Vandalia Heritage Inc. We are 
well on our way to meeting this goal and very 
soon the Waldo will be redeemed. Our second 

priority is to stabilize the roof with 
an estimated cost of $200,000. 
There are so many needs, and 
these two exemplify those with 
high priority on our list.
Like so many other preservation 
cases, we have made several 
positive strides only to find 
ourselves presented negatively in 
our local newspaper, which calls 
for the demolition of the Waldo 
Hotel by the City of Clarksburg – 
a project that would cost at least 
a million dollars not including 
new construction costs.  Without 
knowing the extraordinary history 
and potential of the hotel, the 
newspaper claims its time is over.  
I have made it a point to research 
the hotel and present my amazing 
discoveries that demonstrate some 
of its exceptional qualities including 
its esteemed architect, Harrison 
Albright, who served as the State Architect for 
West Virginia and designed the Waldo Hotel at 
a cost of $400,000 with two new and unique 
construction methods: fireproofing a building 
and constructing it of reinforced concrete.
For more information about our cause and the 

Waldo Hotel, visit www.savethewaldohotel.com 
or email us at info@savethewaldohotel.com.  
Please join us at our up-coming fundraising 
event on February 18th, Mardi Gras with 
entertainment by local DJ, the Dougger. Tickets 
are available for the event for $25 in advance or 
for $35 at the door. 

Tips for a Successful Grant Proposal

The Waldo Hotel

IF THESE WALLS COULD SPEAK...

“I have been abused both physically and emotionally. I have been 
robbed of vital organs. I have been scarred and maimed. I have 
been the subject of bantering, hate, and destruction. I have had 
my wealth, glitter, and jewels stolen. I have been left for dead. I 
am alone and scared. I long for comfort, warmth, laughter, and 
life. I cry in the night. NOW there is a unit of brave soldiers 
amass at my feet, armed with compassion, determination, vision, 
and a plan just for me. They care and they are immune to negative 
influences. My hope is renewed. I cry now with joy. They love me 
for what I was, what I am now, and what I will be again.”



Subscribe to the PAWV monthly online newsletter Preservation Bits & Pieces — Contact info@pawv.org
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Winter 2012:
Preserve PAWV!

PAWV Remembers Larry Sypolt, 
Dedicated Preservationist and Archivist

PAWV and the WV history community 
are mourning the loss of Larry Sypolt, 
who passed from this earth on Sunday, 
January 29, 2012.  Larry was a lifelong 
preservationist, archivist, and dog 
lover, and he was engulfed in a myriad 
of avenues where he served as an 
historian, taught history classes at 
West Virginia University, worked at the 
WV & Regional History Collections at 
the WVU Downtown Library Campus, 
consulted the Glenville State College Library System, compiled oral 
histories, and did research into the Civilian Conservation Corps, in 
addition to many other activities. PAWV staff worked closely with 
Larry and valued his knowledge, kindness, and community activism.  
He was a dear friend and will be sadly missed. 

Support PAWV in 2012
PAWV thanks you for your past contributions and 
support of statewide preservation efforts.  Your 
continued assistance to PAWV helps protect historic 
sites and structures, promotes preservation-
friendly policy and legislation, enhances cultural 
heritage tourism through WV, and extends our 
educational outreach.  Our current preservation 
efforts include Field Services Assistance, Historic 
Preservation Legislation Advocacy, Educational 
Training, Impact Studies of Historic Preservation, 
the Endangered Properties Program, and our 
September Educational Conference to be held in 
Jefferson County.  Please renew your membership 
with PAWV today by any of the convenient ways 
above to continue receiving membership benefits 
including our bi-annual printed newsletter, 
discounts into PAWV events, and PAWV technical 
assistance.



Return Service Requested

PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
OF WEST VIRGINIA, INC.
PO Box 3371
Charleston, WV 25333–3371
Phone: 304–345–6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Web: www.pawv.org

Save  the  Dates:
 September 27-29, 2012

PAWV will host its preservation 
conference September 27-29, 2012 
in Jefferson County, WV.  To submit 

a conference proposal, see the 
guidelines on www.pawv.org, or contact  
info@pawv.org for more information.  

Join PAWV 
On February 
23rd In 
Charleston...
On Thursday, February 23rd at 10:30 

a.m. at the Governor’s Press Room in 
the State Capitol, PAWV will announce 
its 2012 Endangered Properties List 
and introduce site representatives who 
will present their individual stories.  The 
announcement will be held during the 16th 
Annual History Day from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. where local and state preservation 
organizations will present exhibitions and 
advocate for historic preservation.  Be 
sure to stop by the PAWV table to speak 
with staff members.  Make a day of it by 
attending the History Heroes ceremony 
beginning at 9:30 A.M. in the Culture 
Center.  

Hello All,
This is a special edition of 

“Notes.”  I regret to say that 
Harry the Preservation Pooch 
left us August 30th after a very 
sudden illness; he was just nine. As you might 
imagine, I miss him terribly.  The silence in my 
home has been deafening.  However, as with 

preservation 
we must get 
on with the 
future while 
preserv ing 
the past and 
Harry will 
be well re-
membered 
and loved.  In 

the spirit of the future, I would like to introduce 
you to “Hank,” a thirteen week old Beagle mix.  
When he gets a bit older, he will be traveling 
with me.  Perhaps one day you will meet him. 

As a memorial to Harry and all other dogs, 
I would like to leave you with a quote by one 

of my favorite authors, Mark Twain. Although 
humorous, Twain’s comments on the human 
condition are as socially relevant today as in 
1910.  The passage is included in an open list 
of instructions the author penned shortly before 

his death.  It 
is intended 
for those 
about to en-
ter Saint Pe-
ter’s gates.  
“Upon arrival 
do not speak 
to Saint Pe-
ter until spo-
ken to.  It is 

not your place to begin. . . . . Leave your dog 
outside.  Heaven goes by favor.  If it went by 
merit, you would stay out and the dog would 
go in.”  Twain did have a way with words didn’t 
he? Well, until next time, stay busy, stay well, 
stay excited, love one another, peace to Harry, 
and welcome to Hank.   

Lynn S.

Notes From The Field 

Harry

Hank


