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by Elizabeth McMullen
Preservation efforts often have 

a way of bringing people together, 
uniting them in a common cause to 
save those things that 
make our communities 
unique.  A recent West 
Virginia University 
historic preservation 
class field trip proved no 
exception.  In September, 
I traveled with a group 
of other students to the 
community of Lewisburg 
to attend a workshop on 
the restoration of historic 
wooden windows held 
at the Old Lewisburg Library. (See 
the 2010 PAWV Endangered List for 
more about this Library.)

As a native of Pennsylvania, I 
was not too familiar with the history, 
culture, or geography of West 
Virginia, but I am quickly beginning to 
appreciate the rich diversity the state 
has to offer.   After a very interesting 
workshop presented by PAWV’s Lynn 
Stasick and Allegheny Restoration 

windows expert Phil Davis, we were 
treated to a tour of historic Lewisburg 
to observe first hand the many 
preservation projects that have been 

undertaken. The city is a perfect 
example of the benefits of historic 
preservation in terms of downtown 
revitalization and tourism. The quaint 
shops, beautifully restored homes, 
and friendly atmosphere provide 
visitors with a sense of the complex 
history and culture of the area.  After 
the tour, local residents opened their 
homes to us for a night’s rest.  

The next day we visited several 

historic sites including the Monroe 
County Historical Society Archive 
and Museum, the Hugh Caperton 
House, Cook’s Old Mill, and the 

Greenbrier Resort. I was 
particularly amazed that while 
many areas of the country 
have fallen victim to the 
architectural purge that often 
accompanies development, 
West Virginia seems to have 
maintained a great pride in their 
historic downtowns and stately 
farmhouses. The number of 
projects being undertaken in 
both Monroe and Greenbrier 
Counties speaks to the much–

needed support and dedication of 
individuals and organizations like 
PAWV. 

 As a student, I welcome any 
chance to visit new places and 
meet new people.  I believe that 
experiences like this are a wonderful 
way to get people involved and 
to educate community members 
regarding the concepts of historic 
preservation.

Old Lewisburg Library: Preservation Revitalizes  

Legislative Watch for Historic Preservation 
by Michael Gioulis

Two legislative measures currently 
being considered in the West 
Virginia legislature would impact 
state preservation efforts. (Watch the  
website at www.pawv.org for  
updates on legislative issues.)
HB 2493

This bill would increase the current 
state historic tax credit from 10% 
to 25% for both residential and 
commercial projects.  It was introduced 
by Delegates Harold Michael (D- Hardy) 
and Samuel J. Cann (D- Harrison). We 
support any improvement of the tax credits for historic 
rehabilitation and encourage this bill's passage.  Tax 
credits, both on the Federal and State level, have proven 
to stimulate rehabilitation of historic properties, and the 
revitalization of our downtowns.  Many tax credit projects 
have been completed in West Virginia, and the use of the 
state credits in conjunction with federal credits increases 
their desirability.  The bill was introduced on January 14th 
and sent to the Finance Committee. 

HB2096
This bill, introduced by Delegate 

Nancy Peoples Guthrie (D - Kanawha) 
would allow a political subdivision 
to create an Arts Entertainment and 
Enterprise District.  Within the district, 
the county or municipality could grant 
property tax credits for businesses 
involved in arts or entertainment. The bill 
also provides for tax breaks for qualified 
artists and exemption from amusement 
or admissions taxes.  

This would assist many or our 
downtowns, which often have large 

art and entertainment components as part of their 
revitalization efforts.  Many main Street and Ontrac 
programs of the Development Office are heavily invested 
in arts and entertainment.  There are some details to be 
sorted but the bill would help our efforts at preserving 
West Virginia small downtowns.  The bill was introduced 
January 12, 2011 sent to the Political Subdivisions 
Committee, amended January 20 2011 and sent to the 
House Judiciary Committee.
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Hello everyone,
I hope this winter is 

treating you better than last 
year.  What a tough one it 
was for many of us.  Good 
news however!  I just 
received my first seed 
catalogue of the New 
Year; a heartening harbinger of things to come, 
if not an extremely early one.  

The late summer, fall, and early winter of 
2010 were not only very busy, but rewarding.  
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, 
I accepted the opportunity to teach a fall 
preservation class at West Virginia University.  
It proved successful, interesting, and 
educational for all, including me.  Eight masters 
and one PhD. student concentrated on two 
PAWV related properties, visited two others, 
and also traveled to other nearby cultural and 
historic sites.

One project involved traveling to Lewisburg 
for a PAWV sponsored historic wooden 
windows restoration workshop at the Old 
Lewisburg Library.  In preparation, I conducted 

a prior hands-on student training session 
in Morgantown.  The library workshop was 
attended by some thirty or more students, 
residents, the Mayor of Lewisburg, several city 
workers, and New River College maintenance 
workers and management.  After a tour of 
the city and dinner, some very gracious 
residents opened their historic homes for a 
night’s lodging.  The next morning we visited 
several historic sites in Monroe County, and 
enjoyed lunch at Cook’s Old Mill, provided by 
owners Fred and Barbara Ziegler. Finally, we 
had a tour of the Greenbrier Resort at White 
Sulfur Springs led by archivist and historian 
in residence Dr. Bob Conte, a past PAWV 
president.     

For their semester final, eight students 
conducted an extensive examination of the 
Whipple Company Store in order to produce a 
physical needs assessment.  As they worked 
to produce that document, the remaining 
student generated a company store museum 
collections management policy.  The property 
stewards will receive the documents.

While in the region, we also visited two other 

PAWV listed properties; Hawk’s Nest Lower 
State Park Museum, and the Old Ansted High 
School.  We used Hawk’s Nest as a training 
ground in preparation for the Whipple work as I 
had already produced a needs assessment for 
that property.

In late October, I attended the six day 
2010 National Trust for Historic Preservation 
conference in Austin, Texas.  It amazes me at 
the sheer volume of knowledge and expertise 
out there.  I always take so much away with me 
and meet such good people.

The three day PAWV fall conference in 
Fairmont was a great success and well 
attended.  The most refreshing thing to me 
however, was to see young people there 
including some of my graduate students.  
Everyone evidenced both an interest in, and 
an appreciation for historic preservation, which 
is a very good thing.  Well, I hope I haven’t 
missed anything.  Good by for now.  Stay 
warm, stay well, stay excited.  We will talk 
again soon.

	 	 — Lynn

Notes From The Field 

February begins our official membership drive. Please renew your 
membership for 2011 using the form on the next page. This year the 
work is even larger with the addition of eight more endangered sites 
to assist. The good news is that this year our membership has the 
potential to be the largest ever. Join now and ask a friend to join. Every 
member makes our message stronger.

The 2010 End of Year Fund drive brought a generous $6500 in 
donations from over 85 contributors. Each donation is important and 
much appreciated. Our sincere thanks to those recent donors listed 
below, and to all of you who help make the work of Preservation 
Alliance possible. Preserving our past is our hope for the future.

Fund Drive Brings Results

Randy & Donna Allan
Allegheny Restoration & Builders
John C. Allen, Jr.
Joyce B. & John C. Allen Sr.
Carol Jean & Wayne Allen 
Appenzellar
Kenneth R. Bailey
William H. Beck, Jr.
Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine
Heather Roberts Biola
Margaret Brennan
Arnold J. Brody
Thomas W. & Susan Campbell
Peggy Chesser Sjoberg

Mary Pearl Compton
Robert S. & Elizabeth P. Conte
Earl Daugherty
Henry & Faye Byerly Davenport
Hornor & Freddy Davis
Miriam B. deOlloqui
Peter F. Dessauer
Page M. & William Dickson
William M Drennen
Edward & Carol Dunleavy
Mark C. & Patty Ferrell
Alexander L. Franklin II
Daniel E. & Kellie K. Gooding
Matthew Grove
Victoria E. & James Randolph 
Hilton

Georgia Lee & Michael F. Howard
Kara F. & Michael K. Hurst
Eugene L. Jeffus
Charles J. Kaiser, Jr.
Vaughn L. Kiger
Ronald R. & Janie Kirk
Paul D. & Mary M. Lindquist
John & Connie Manchester
Robert F. (Bob) Maslowski
Brooks F. McCabe, Jr.
Karen Lee & Mike McClung
Stephen C. & Constance H. 
McCluskey
Judith & Mike McDade
David B. McKinley
Michael J. Mills

Billy Joe Peyton
Lake & Louise Polan III
Paul C. Pritchard
Bruce A. & Ann Ratcliff
George O. Siekkinen Jr.
Ann Z. & Paige Skaggs
Dennis Strawn
Grace Wilson Sundelin
Duke Talbott
Victor Thacker
Jim & Judy Van Gundy
Al & Ann H. Walker
Lisa M. & Paul G. Welch
James C. & Nina R. West
Oreana S.(Rene) White
Alfred M. Ziegler

Fund Drive Donors
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Former VISTA Yosif Simiryan brought 
PAWV into the new age of technology 
during his one-year service with us. Our 
new VISTA Amanda Whitmore will help 
us to reach out to engage additional 
communities with revitalization through 
preservation. The AmeriCorps VISTA 
position for PAWV is provided through 
the Coal Heritage Highway Authority with 
funding from the Corporation for National 
and Community Service. 

Amanda will begin her one year VISTA 
service in February. Her VISTA scope of 
work will be working with endangered properties and organizational 
partners in low-income communities to help build their capacity and to 
provide increased technical assistance from PAWV. She will also be 
expanding the PAWV presence in the eastern panhandle. 

“I’m really happy to be back living and working in West Virginia and 
am looking forward to helping out the communities and PAWV to better 
their efforts in preservation and learning more about how preservation 
has been utilized throughout the State,” Amanda shared about her 
upcoming assignment. 

Amanda has a degree in Environmental Studies from Shepherd 
University, and a Masters in Historic Preservation from Eastern 
Michigan University. She has internship experience with both Detroit 
and Hagerstown Planning Departments and with the National Park 
Service doing masonry. Her background also includes researching 
and writing environmental assessments and volunteering with a 
historical society.   Born and raised in Shepherdstown, Amanda Tremba 
Whitmore is now back living there with her new husband Isaac. She will 
be working from an office in Shepherdstown, provided in partnership the 
Arts and Humanities Alliance of Jefferson County. 

New VISTA for PAWV

Amanda Whitmore

PAWV Officers
President: Jeremy Morris – Wheeling

Vice President: Henry Battle – Charleston
Secretary: Logan Smith - Elkins

Treasurer: Phyllis Baxter – Elkins

Board of Directors
Christy Bailey - Beckley

Bob Conte - Union
Michael Gioulis - Sutton
Cris Green - Clarksburg 

Amanda Griffith - Morgantown
Paul Lindquist - Lewisburg

Bob Maslowski - Huntington
Curt Mason - Charles Town
Michael Mills - Morgantown

 

Ex Officio
Bob Beanblossom – WVDNR

Monica D. Miller – Main Street WV
Susan Pierce – WV SHPO

Nell Ziehl – NTHP
 

PAWV Staff 
Martha Ballman – Exec. Director
Lynn Stasick – PAWV Field Rep.

Amanda Tremba Whitmore – VISTA

Winter 2011:
Help Wanted!

Paul Pritchard’s Expertise
Will Benefit PAWV

Paul Pritchard, past President and CEO of National Parks and 
Conservation Association and formerly a Deputy Director in the 
Department of the Interior, is assisting PAWV as a part-time consultant 
for development and outreach. With an extensive background that 
includes both preservation and parks experience, as well as fundraising 
and capacity building for state and national groups, Paul is helping us 
to identify priorities and learn new skills to help PAWV grow and build 
capacity. As a resident of Jefferson County, he is also helping with 
eastern panhandle outreach, and will supervise the VISTA service in 
that area.
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award banquet 
Friday Sept 23, 2011
SAVE THE DATE!
PAWV will hold our 2011 Award Banquet in Charleston on 
Friday, September 23. Individuals and organizations who have 
made important contributions to historic preservation regionally 
or statewide will be honored. Mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend!  Details will follow in our next print and email 
newsletters, and will also be found online at www.pawv.org

History Day Coming 
February 24th

PAWV will be operating 
smarter this year, thanks to 
the formation of a brain trust of 
experts in historic preservation 
and organizational capacity who 
have volunteered as advisors. We 
are proud and grateful to have 
the assistance of the following:
Alan Mollohan
Former Congressman

Vivien Woofter
U.S. State Department 
Historic Conservation Officer

Dan Gooding
Lewisburg Preservation 
Enhancement Alliance

Snookie Nutting
Vandalia Heritage

John Manchester
Mayor of Lewisburg

Pat Cassidy
Wheeling Historic 
Landmarks Commission

John Allen
Jefferson County Historic 
Landmark Commission

Brooks McCabe
WV State Senator

Mark Sadd
National Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation

Dominick Cerrone
Cerrone Engineering &  
Past PAWV President

Greg Coble
National Trust for 
Historic Preservation

Paul Pritchard
Resource Management 
Consultant

New Advisory Panel
Will Aid Preservation

Endangered Properties 
List Announced for 2011

See special insert inside this issue

February 24, 2011 is History Day at the State Capitol. We hope 
you will join us as historical organizations from around the state 
exhibit materials in the Capitol rotunda to help legislators and citizens 
understand the importance of historic preservation and what our 
organizations are doing to preserve our heritage.
9:30 am – History Hero awards ceremony will celebrate individuals 
who have made important contributions to our shared history.
11:00 am – PAWV press conference announcing the 2011 
Endangered Properties List will be held in the Governors Press Room 
adjacent to the Secretary of State’s office.
12:00 am – Legislative Luncheon allows site representatives for 
current and past endangered sites to meet and greet their senators 
and delegates and discuss issues of preservation importance. 
Preservation partner organizations invited to help sponsor this event. 


