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PAWV Brings Assistance for Endangered List Properties...
Cornell Volunteers Aid Wyco Church

The Wyco Community Church
is a small gem of a building,
located in a remote Wyoming

Planning master’s degree
program for their annual
fieldwork project. They

community.The
Cornell team
of 25 students,

County coal camp
community. Listed

on the PAWV 2009
Endangered List, the
property, owned by

the Rural Appalachian
Improvement League
(RAIL), is finding lots of
help toward stabilizing
and restoring the

faculty and
alumni traveled

to Wyco in April
and worked

for a long weekend. They
removed forty-four lancet style
window sashes, removed

the glass, rehabilitated the
sashes, and then re-glazed
and re-installed them all in

structure.

With connections and
encouragement from PAWV's
field rep Lynn Stasick, Wyco
Church was selected by Cornell
University's Historic Preservation

selected this project because it
was a small building where their
work could make a real difference,
and because of the potential
impact of this rehabilitation as

a symbol for the surrounding

a three day period. Other
students took measurements, and
made sketches and a detailed
building layout. Still others

did roof patching, scraped and

painted part of the building’s
WYCO Continued On Page 2

Historic Glenville Bridge Collapses:

Volunteers Work To Keep Restoration Option Alive

By Charleston Gazette Staff Writer
Rick Steelhammer
Built 125 years ago over a wide stretch of the
Little Kanawha River in downtown Glenville once
used as a turnaround site for sternwheelers, the
Glenville Truss Bridge now rusts in peace atop

can be reopened to pedestrian traffic. “This bridge
is the linchpin of downtown Glenville’s historic
district,” said Jim Bailey, president of the Gilmer
County Historic Landmarks Commission. “It was the
first highway bridge in the county to cross the Little
Kanawha, and it's a unique wrought iron structure

its cut stone pilings,
unused but not unloved.
Last weekend, a group
of volunteers led by
Lynn Stasick of the
Preservation Alliance

of West Virginia and
WVU history professor
emeritus Emory Kemp,
removed damaged truss
components and decking

that's listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
I'd like to see it restored
and used to carry hikers
and bikers across the river
from downtown to Cedar
Creek State Park along
scenic country roads.”

The span is the largest
of six wrought iron bridges
built in Gilmer County in

from a section of bridge
on the north bank of the river that collapsed in
February. Kemp, whose historic restoration credits
include the Philippi Covered Bridge, believes the
Glenville span could be fairly easily rehabilitated.

Their plan is to save the materials until funds can
be raised to restore the damaged components and
rebuild the collapsed span section so that the bridge

1885 by Stewart, Shirreffs
& Co. Contractors of Richmond, Va.; it is the last
of the six bridges still standing. “What makes this
bridge unique is that it was made of wrought iron,
not steel,” said Stasick, the field representative for
PAWV. The span is a Pratt truss bridge, built under

a design patented in 1844. Truss bridges made
BRIDGE Continued On Page 3



““Notes From The Field”

Hello friends, | hope
everyone endured the winter
with a certain measure of
humor. What snow and
cold! Unfortunately, one
PAWV endangered site did not
maintain its humor so well. In February, a
sixty-foot section of the Glenville Pratt Truss
Bridge collapsed. However, a dedicated
group of PAWV volunteers and two Glenville
residents recently worked to remove the
bridge’s wood decking and carrier beams,
and to prepare the wrought iron trusses for
rehabilitation. Thanks gentlemen.

Our hats are off to the students from
Cornell University who helped with rehab of
the Wyco Church in Mullens, and to the good
people of Mullens who both housed and fed
the volunteers. Many thanks.

We also appreciate the generous press
coverage provided by the Charleston
Gazette, especially from feature writer Rick
Steelhammer. His story on the Glenville
Bridge is reprinted on page 1 of this
newsletter, and he also wrote a feature on
the Wyco Church effort . The Quarrier diner
progress has also been featured in a recent
story.

Since becoming the first-ever PAWV
Statewide Field Representative, | realized

that | was in a unique position to establish
some valuable alliances. | submitted a
proposal to Dr. Melissa Bingman, Chair of
the West Virginia University Public History
Department, to suggest the establishment
of a preservation internship and summer
field school program, which was warmly
accepted. | also have been asked to
teach the preservation methods class this
fall. Then in early May | traveled with Dr.
Bingman and our first intern, Ms. Danielle
LaPresta, to Elkins to meet with Alice and
Joe Sabatino, the energetic stewards
behind the preservation of the Riverside
African/American School. Over the
summer, Danielle will be working in several
capacities at Riverside. | have also secured
an agreement with the WVU journalism
department for students to take oral
testimonies from the remaining Riverside
Alumni in the Elkins area and retired Wyco
miners from the Mullens area. In addition,
| have approached the WVU engineering
and law schools and both have agreed to
provide support in the field. In this kind of
situation, everyone wins!

| hope you have a safe and prosperous
summer, and may your flower and
vegetable gardens flourish. We'll talk soon.

— Lywn

WYCO Continued From Page 1

exterior and swept and cleaned
inside. AmeriCorps members and
community volunteers also helped,
with the local community providing
housing and food for the volunteers.

“Avery conservative estimate of
their participation thus far would be
in excess of $20,000 and the quality
of their work has been excellent”
according to Dewey Houck, director
of RAIL. Additional work days are
planned, as well as professional
repair of the roof. The vision for
future use of the building is a coal
camp museum and repository for the
oral histories of coal camp residents,
as well as a community center for
meetings and weddings, and a place
for meditation and reflection. Located
a mile off of the Coal Heritage Trall,
it can become an attraction telling
stories of coal camp culture.

The Wyco Church project
“is a test of what grass roots
volunteers, intent on building a
sound and sustainable economy,
can do for their region.” Houck says.
“Renovating historic structures and
creative usage of historic sites is a
valuable component of attracting
tourists into the coalfields.”

WV MADE...for your gift shop or your giving!

In working with West Virginia artists and gourmet food
producers through the Cultural Heritage Development
program, PAWV frequently heard requests for a
WV trade association with a wholesale trade show
and website. In response, West Virginia State
University Extension Service and Preservation

Alliance of West Virginia have joined
forces to provide an exciting new venue for
artists and producers to sell their work.

West Virginia Made will be a two-day show at the Lakeview
Resort, Morgantown, WV. The first day, Friday, September
10, 2010, will be limited to wholesale only from 1:00 p.m. until
6:00 p.m. The show will be opened to the public on Saturday,

September 11th from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

The goal beyond this initial trade show is to create a trade

association to operate the West Virginia Made show as an
annual event. The association will consist of elected

officers responsible for decisions and communication

with the membership. Vendor booth fees and annual

membership dues will create future resources for
sustaining this initiative.

Services proposed through the association

will include a website with member listings
that offer a photo, description of the member’s

work, and a link to their own business website. Other services
may include workshops and webinars on marketing, pricing,
merchandising, and product development, along with networking
opportunities to help develop business skills.

If you have questions or want to get involved with the West
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Virginia Made program, email conniemccolley @pawv.org
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Quarrier Diner
Deal In The Works?

The art-deco style Quarrier Diner may soon
have new owners with plans to renovate the
building. The Charleston Urban Renewal
Authority has agreed to sell a 12-foot strip of
land adjoining the building to the new owners,
in order to provide access to the diner.

The General Services Administration has
announced that a different location has been
chosen for the proposed FBI center, which had
previously threatened the 2010 Endangered
List site with demolition.

Restoring Windows Hands-On

On June 4, PAWV sponsored a wood window restoration demonstration project at the
McFarland-Hubbard house, headquarters of WV Humanities Council in Charleston. Preservation
historian Lynn Stasick did an introductory window restoration presentation, followed by a hands-
on demonstration by window preservation expert Blair Lee of Allegheny Restoration.

BRIDGE Continued From Page One

use of manufactured iron components
transported to the site and assembled by
contracting crews, reducing both cost and
construction time. “What we're trying to do
is save the damaged section of the bridge
in hopes of getting a grant to start the
rehabilitation process,” Stasick said.

Six non-functioning
windows were restored
to full use, demonstrating
that preservation has
a significant role in
environmentally and
economically sustainable
development. Participants
were able to learn the
process and received
hands-on experience.
The event was financed
in part by the Community
Participation Program 2009

sponsored by the Senators
and Delegates of Kanawha County, and with Federal funds from the National Park Service,
Department of the Interior, and administered by the West Virginia Division of Culture & History.
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Historic Trails Of West Virginia
Include Some Of America’s
Most-Endangered Historic Places

Two new West Virginia thematic trails — New Deal/CCC and Historic
Theatre — were officially announced on Thursday June 17, 2010, in Sutton,
WV. Representatives of historic theatres and New Deal sites as well as local
residents and dignitaries celebrated the release of these stunning, color
brochures designed by West Virginia graphic artist, Jessie Courson.

The event was held on the courthouse lawn in sight of the historic Landmark
Studio of the Arts theatre and the City Building built during the New Deal. Jim
Walker. President of Sutton Economic Development Council, acted as MC and
Sutton ONTRAC Main Street program was the host.

Susan Adkins of Carnegie Theatre in Lewisburg spoke on behalf of the WV
Historic Theatre Trail, which includes twenty-two sites from around the state.
They range from the rural and unique concrete monolith known as the Marlinton
Opera House to the sublime Keith-Albee in Huntington, one of the largest and
most ornate theatres ever built. The gorgeously restored Keith-Albee was at one
time the second-largest theatre in the entire United States.

Robert Beanblossom of WV State Parks spoke on behalf of the New Deal/CCC tralil. It features 27 sites including cozy homes of communities like
Arthurdale and monoalithic structures such as the Tygart Dam as well as many state park, state forest and National Forest sites. West Virginia has
preserved a strong connection with the Roosevelt era, and the trail will display this heritage.

Justin Gaull of WV Tourism and Randall Reid-Smith spoke on behalf of the many agencies that have assisted with the process of thematic trail
development. Printed brochures were developed by the State Historic Preservation Office and Preservation Alliance of West Virginia, with financing
from the National Park Service through a Preserve America grant.

Brochures are now available online through assistance from WV Tourism at: www.wvtraditions.com




