By Lynn Stasick

Greetings everyone! As the new
state-wide field representative for
the Preservation Alliance of West
Virginia, | will be relating my activities
as PAWV field advocate. In upcoming
articles | will be sharing stories of
community success as well as the
preservation challenges facing
people as they move ahead with
their efforts to save their heritage and
sense of place through preservation
of their historic structures. PAWV
is dedicated to helping meet those
challenges through advocacy and
on-site technical assistance, and
| am personally dedicated, as
field representative, to being both
accessible and helpful to all those
who call on me. | believe that working
as a kind of family unit, we can all
achieve a much greater measure of
success.

And speaking of success, the
Capitol Theatre in Wheeling that was

By Jeremy Morris

after being closed for nearly three years.

Endangered Properties List in 2009.

variety of programs

Wheeling’s Capitol Theatre reopened in September

closed by its previous owner, LiveNation,
code violations in 2006 and was placed on the PAWV

Since its opening the theatre has played host to a

listed as endangered in 2009 has
re-opened. (See below.) Three other
properties from the 2009 list have
progress to report.

This fall, the group
working on the Wyco
Church in Mullens,
Wyoming Co. finished
the National Register
nomination application
and submitted it for
consideration, stabilized
the church structure
further, and generally
‘heeled” it in for the winter as one
would their precious garden plants.
In early March, fifty students and
staff from lllinois State University
will arrive for four days of volunteer
work and another crew of ten from
the University of Chicago will do five
days of work later that month. We
can only imagine how much work will
be completed!

The McCreery Hotel in Hinton,

““Notes From The Field” — A New Series

Summers County reports that
the parapet wall is finally being
rebuilt easing a very worrisome
and dangerous situation. After
completion, a new roof can be
installed, and then there will
be no more need for the
myriad of kiddy pools
scattered about the top
floor of the hotel to catch
water. That is very good
news indeed!

First Ward School in Elkins,
Randolph County, was listed on
the National Register in December.
Further, the school board has agreed
to donate the vacant property to
C-HOPE, the non-profit group
working to save the building. | have
made assessments and begun work
with the remaining four properties
on the list, and will bring you further
reports as news comes in.

Well, goodbye for now and I'll be
sure to keep in touch. — fynn

Capitol Theatre “Lights Up”’ Once More

much of its lifetime the theatre was owned and operated

The theatre was ~ Jamboree USA.

for various fire

locally and was home to the nationally recognized

Over the course of three years this consortium
undertook both architectural and economic feasibility

studies to understand the consequences of owning the

historic structure. The work eventually led the Wheeling

Convention and Visitors

that have included
touring Broadway
performances, locally §
produced rock and
hip-hop shows,
multiple Christmas
performances, and
will see the return
of comedian Jerry
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Number 1 by the National
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Bureau, Wheeling
National Heritage Area
and the Wheeling Sports
and Entertainment
Authority to build a
unique partnership that
would own and operate
| the theatre. The CVB
now owns the building,
the Heritage Area
oversees renovation

and restoration, and the
i Entertainment Authority
will operate and program
the theatre.

The Wheeling CVB purchased and renovated the
building for a sum of $1.9 million using a loan from
CAPITOL THEATRE continued on page 2



In the Beginning...

Memories of Beverly B. Fluty, PAWV Co-founder

Excerpted from remembrances by
Emory Kemp, fellow co-founder, and
Barb Howe, first president of PAWV

Friends and family gathered at West Virginia
Independence Hall on November 8, 2009, to
celebrate the 150th anniversary
of West Virginia Independence
Hall and to honor Beverly Fluty.
Wheeling Mayor Andy McKenzie
proclaimed her “the most important
historic preservationist in Wheeling
history in the second half of the
20th century.” Actually, even with
that effusive praise, the mayor
may have been underestimating
Beverly’s importance. Very little
preservation was happening
in Wheeling before she became
involved, and Wheeling since then has set the
standard for communities around the state.

Beverly Fluty

Father

In September 1981, Beverly Fluty and
Emory Kemp, the National Trust for Historic
Preservation Advisors for West Virginia,
gathered preservationists from around the
state to organize the Preservation Alliance of

Co., 1999).

McGehee: A Passion for History

By Richard Wolfe

It is with great sadness that | tell you of the untimely death of
Dr. Stuart McGehee. The history community has lost a pro-
fessional historian, enthusiastic supporter, a great resource
and true friend. Through his love of history Dr. McGehee has
touched the lives of many people of West Virginia. If you
have ever attended an event where Stuart spoke, you could
feel his passion for history. His talks were always stimulating.
In 2002 he was the “kick off’ speaker at a symposium held by
the Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation. The only payment
he requested was a cold Sam Adams. He gave more than he
received. Stuart will be greatly missed.

of

West Virginia. Beverly then served on the
board of directors and helped organize the
1984 annual meeting in Wheeling. By then,
Beverly already had a distinguished record
as a preservation activist in Wheeling that
began when she lived in Denver. A member
of the Colorado State Historical
Society, she was on the steering
committee for the design and
development of Larimer Square
in the mid-1960s.

When she moved to Wheeling
in the spring of 1968, “she
became an unstoppable historic
preservationist,” said her family
in her obituary in the Wheeling
Intelligencer. Working with

Emory Kemp, she documented the history

of the Wheeling Suspension Bridge. With
Emory, she co-authored The Wheeling
Suspension Bridge: A Pictorial Heritage
(Charleston, WV: Pictorial Histories Publishing

Beverly was president of the West

Virginia Independence

Hall Foundation for over
seventeen years, serving
as the hall's first official
coordinator, guiding the
restoration of the Wheeling
Custom House back to its
appearance in 1863, raising
money, and negotiating with
representatives of the State

the building.

Beverly was an indefatigable
researcher and generously
shared her knowledge
through her many articles,

Clifford Lewis and

; i
tour guides, and booklets. She read every
issue of the Wheeling Intelligencer for the
Civil War years. Her publications included

“A Walking Tour of Victorian Wheeling,” co-
authored with Stewart Pavilack. She told Hydie
Friend that she had a “final but not complete”
list of 610 products made in Wheeling. You
can watch Beverly talk about Wheeling’s
history in West Virginia: A Film History.

Beverly was actively involved in the creation
of the Wheeling National Heritage Area
(WHNA), the first in the state. She also helped
organize the Friends of Wheeling, one of the
first community preservation groups in the
state, and was a volunteer at Oglebay Institute,
serving as a member of the Mansion Museum
Committee and assisting with the development
of the Oglebay Glass Museum. While she had
not been active in PAWV for some time prior to
her death on August 8, 2009, it is important to
recognize her leadership in founding the group.

West Virginia, which owns

To guide her work,

CAPITOL THEATRE continued from Page 1

Wheeling’s Progressive Bank. After taking ownership of the building
the partnership began addressing the fire code issues, working
closely with the Wheeling Fire Department. During the first six
months the entire 80,000 sq ft. building received a sprinkler system
and zoned fire alarm system. The architects and contractors took
great care to provide fire protection for the building while maintaining
the historic integrity of the building’s ornate plaster and fixtures.

Renovation work will continue in the coming year with the addition of
a new fire escape and construction of new ADA restrooms and lounge
area. Phase | work will be completed in March of 2010. Phase I
work will include restoration of the fagade, for which the theatre has
received a Save America’s Treasures grant, and restoration of an
interior mural and sculpture. Read more about it or buy tickets online
at: capitoltheatrewheeling.com .
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PAWYV Officers

Robert Conte
PRESIDENT — Union
Jeremy Morris
VICE PRESIDENT — Wheeling
Phyllis Baxter
TREASURER — Elkins
Christy Bailey
SECRETARY — Beckley

Board Members

Henry Battle — Charleston
Terri Cutright — Morgantown
Mike Gioulis — Sutton

Winter 2010 &5,
Join, Renew Or %7
Contribute — It Matters!

Fill out, ¢lip, and send this form to: PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF WEST VIRGINIA
PO Box 3371 Charleston, WY 25333-3371

[]

MNew
Name Member
Street Address
Renewal

Cris Green — Clarksburg City/State/Zip
Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg
Michael Mills — Morgantown
Phane

Susie Salisbury — Charleston
Duke Talbott — Elkins

Ex Officio

Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO
Monica Miller — Main Street WV
Nell Ziehl — NTHP

Annual Memberships:

Individual — $25
Family — $40
Professional — $50
Benefactor — $100

Organization memberships
$50, $100, or $200 levels
See pawv.org/join.htm for

details or credit card payment

E-Mail
Membership $
Payment
Additional 9
Donation
TotaL $
Enclosed
Thank You!

Martha Ballman — Acting Executive Director
Lynn Stasick — Field Representative
Yosif Simiryan — AmeriCorps VISTA

PAWYV:
Into The E-Age

You can now join PAWV on-line and get a free one-year membership
to the National Trust for Historic Preservation. As a Statewide Partner
of the National Trust, PAWV is now linked to a NTHP web page that
provides a secure server for credit card hosting at no cost to PAWV.
Plus, you will be offered a free one-year National Trust membership as
a bonus if you use the service. Go to www.pawv.org/join.htm to
use your credit card to join or make a donation.

New in 2010, look for periodic e-bulletins of news and announce-
ments. We will be instituting this new service to supplement our mailed
newsletters. As more people have on-line access, and print and mailing
costs rise, we feel this will be a cost-effective way to reach more people
more often. Please include your email address with your membership
renewal, and/or send it to info@pawv.org.

Like to get your mailed newsletter? Be sure to join or renew your
membership! We will be pruning our mailing list this year and can only
ensure mailed newsletters to paid members and member organizations.
All of our newsletters are posted on-line at www.pawv.org. We don't
want to lose you -- join now!!
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Karen Carper:
Homeward To Elkins

After three productive years leading the growth of Preservation
Alliance, Executive Director Karen Carper has resigned to take a
position closer to home. Under Karen’s direction, PAWV grew our
membership, instituted our annual legislative luncheon and first awards
banquet, and received an ambitious Challenge Grant from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation to
provide field services to our revived
Endangered List. Karen’s calm and
efficient leadership, creativity and
professionalism guided PAWV in
expanding our preservation services
and outreach across the state.

The angel at right adorns the
exterior of the Randolph County
Community Arts Center in Elkins where Karen will now be working as
Development Director. The formerly endangered St Brendan’s Catholic
Church is now an ambitious community cultural facility. Karen is glad
to continue working to benefit cultural heritage, although now she is
working within walking distance of the home she shares in Elkins with
her husband Blair Taylor and dog Molly. We wish her well in this new
endeavor and are grateful for her service to PAWV.

Former Program Director Martha Ballman will serve as acting
Executive Director until a job search is conducted to replace Karen.
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New 2010 Endangered List
Boosts Preservation Efforts
8 new properties will be announced February 4

at press conference and legislative luncheon at the Capitol.

History Day at the Legislature
February 18, 2010

History Hero Awards, Displays, and Advocacy

Hands-On Workshops

In Preservation Skills
Watch web site & e-bulletins for details on

upcoming training opportunities.

Preservation Conference:
Fall 2010 in Fairmont
Join PAWV for an exciting and educational conference
Watch web site & e-bulletins for updates
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Civil War Sign
Applications Due

In December 2009 the Cultural Heritage Development Panel agreed
to focus collective efforts to assist WV Tourism office in developing the
WV Civil War Trail. This program will provide cross promotion of Civil
War heritage with Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee and North Carolina.
This will be the key to developing the Civil War tourism infrastructure for
Sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary 2011-2015. It will also boost local
economies and educate citizens on local history. Over 800 sites are
currently in the program in participating states, with nearly 2,000 map
guides downloaded weekly from the Civil War Trails website.

West Virginia has pledged up to 150 signs,
and will accept requests through April 2010. So
far 27 markers have been installed and another
56 are “in the works.” WV Division of Tourism is
paying for the design, purchase and installation
of the signs. Local sponsors are responsible for
identifying the site, historical information, and a
$200 annual maintenance and marketing fee.

For questions or participation forms call or
email Justin Gaull at the WV Division of Tourism
(800) 225-5982. jgaull@wvtourism.com
Or visit pawv.org/civilwar150 for more
detailed information online.
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