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PATH Will Impact Historic Sites

By Patience Wait

The push to expand the nation’s
existing electric grid is the latest threat
to historic sites in West Virginia, and
it's a very serious one.

The Potomac-Appalachian

Transmission Highline, or PATH, isa §

proposed 290-mile high-voltage
power line to carry electricity from
Putnam County, W.Va., to Frederick
County, Md. Ultimately the electricity
is intended for New Jersey and points
north; none of it will be provided to
West Virginians. As currently
envisioned, PATH will run roughly
northeast through 17 counties in the
Mountain State, exiting the state
through Jefferson County. The power
line will permanently alter or destroy
numerous historic homes, historic
districts, Civil War battlefields,
national forests, and other sites of
significance across the state.

Allegheny Energy and American
Electric Power, the two companies in
the PATH joint venture, have argued
to the Federal Electric Regulatory

Commission that this 765 kV line is
needed to improve the “reliability” of
the country’s national electric grid.
Many of the project’s opponents
dispute that argument, and point to

restoring the property, which was built
in 1740 and includes the oldest
standing barn in the state. Two power
lines, in place for more than 40 years,
already divide the farm’s 60 acres, but
the towers for the

National Register White House Farm is threatened by PATH

the costs that will be borne by West
Virginia residents to benefit
Northeastern population centers.

One opponent is Curt Mason. He
owns White House Farm in Summit
Point, and has spent 10 years

new line will rise
as much as 200
feet from the
ground, dwarfing
the existing lines
and dominating
the landscape.

“It would loom
over everything,”
Mason said.

While Allegheny
and AEP have not
yet submitted an
application to the
West Virginia
Public Service Commission
designating the specific route, they
have made available to the public a
proposed route, with small variations

as alternatives to avoid sensitive
(PATH Continued on page 2)

Elk City: Charleston’s Newest Historic District

By Billy Joe Peyton

An area of Charleston’s West Side
has been designated the Elk City
Historic District by the
National Park Service.

The Elk City Historic
District encompasses
13 acres and contains
34 contributing
structures. Many fine
examples of late 19th
century to mid 20th
century commercial
architecture are found
here. Among them are
the 1898 Ort sisters dry
goods store recently

key element in ongoing revitalization
efforts, according to West Side Main

Street director Pat McGill. “The tax

credits, | think, will be a big incentive

restored as offices for

Gaddy Engineering

Co., the 1903 Elk

Banking Co. building, the hulking
1922 Staats Hospital building, a 1939

amm firehouse, and the circa 1893
msm ountain Hobby Center building.

Establishment of the district is a

Washington Street and Tennessee Avenue

to owners to redevelop their
buildings,” she said.

The successful Elk City listing was

a collaborative effort by West Side
Main Street, Charleston Historic

Landmarks Commission (CHLC) and
the WV State Historic Preservation
Office (WVSHPO). Michael Gioulis
and Associates prepared the
successful nomination under a
grant awarded through the CHLC
by the WVSHPO. Elk City is the
second designated historic
district on the West Side—
Edgewood Historic District was
the first—and the sixth in the
capital city.

Development of the area
located on the west bank of Elk
River a few blocks from
downtown began in 1870 after
John Brisben Walker and his

business partner William H.

Playford purchased a 110-acre

parcel of farmland at the mouth
of the Elk River from James and Sally
Carr. The tract included land
contained in the new historic district
that encompasses West Washington
Street, Tennessee Avenue and Bigley
(ELK CITY Continued on page 2)



For more information on PATH:

www.pathtransmission.com
(the official site for PATH)

www.wVcitizensagainstpath.com
www.calhounpowerline.wordpress.com
(two of several sites opposing the project)

To view PATH maps:
www.pathtransmission.com/maps/default.asp

West Virginia Public Service Commission:
WWwWw.psc.state.wv.us

PATH is Case No. NOIE PATH 08A. Because the formal
application has not yet been filed, dates and locations for
PSC hearings have not been announced.

(PATH Continued from page 1)

sites. Mason said power company
representatives were unaware, however, of
historic properties that would be damaged or
lost.

If PATH runs just to the south of the existing
power lines, for instance, it will run right through
the newly designated Bullskin Run Historic
District. This historic district encompasses
much of Summit Point, including Bullskin
Plantation, the first land purchased by 18-year-
old George Washington, and the stream of the
same name.

At a December open house intended to
provide information to area residents about the
PATH project, the companies’ employees “were
kind of taken aback, not aware how important
this area is historically,” Mason said, “so it was
a huge learning [experience] for them.”

the surveyor's stone
one boundary of the

At least one of the
proposed alternative

through Fairfax Ston
State Park.

Also in Tucker
County are some of

known natural
attractions. Canaan

a National Natural

cited by the National
remnant of Pleistoce

In Jefferson County, PATH will have an
impact on the viewsheds of at least 13 historic
resources, according to a map prepared by
county staff. The county commission
unanimously passed a resolution in October
opposing the project.

Canaan Valley Natio

State Park; the wate
photographed sites i

(ELK CITY Continued from page 1)
Avenue between Pennsylvania Avenue and Ohio Avenue.

J. Brishen Walker (1847-1931) was the visionary and principal
promoter of the original “West End Extension.” The ambitious young
businessman from southwestern Pennsylvania graduated from West
Point and served briefly as military adviser to the Chinese army. He
returned to the U.S. in 1870 and moved to Charleston, where he
quickly amassed a small fortune in the iron-making business. In
addition to his West End real estate venture, he established the

National Forest as areas potentially at risk.
Tucker County is home to the Fairfax Stone,

Crown to Lord Fairfax.

routes would pass right

West Virginia's best-

Valley was designated

Landmark in 1974 because of its ecosystem,

valley comprises Canaan Valley State Park,
and more than half the valley is included in the

Adjoining the valley is Blackwater Falls

At least seven other
counties have passed
similar resolutions, but in
most cases they do not
have the staff or computer
resources to prepare the
same kind of analysis as
Jefferson County.

In Hampshire County, for
instance, county
commissioner Steve
Slonaker said, “If we knew
which route it was going to
take, it would help us
narrow it down.” He
identified the Capon
Springs Hotel, the Yellow
Springs area and the
George Washington

other attractions in Tucker County bring in
between 800,000 and a million visitors each
year.

While proposed alternatives for PATH avoid
crossing these attractions, the construction of
massive transmission towers would mar the
historic landscape and alter visitors’
experiences.

The PATH application is scheduled to be
submitted to the Public Service Commission in
mid-March. The commission has 400 days to
decide whether to approve or reject the
application; if it's approved, the commission has
the authority to impose conditions on the utility
companies, such as shifting the route away
from sensitive resources. The public can submit
comments to the commission for its
consideration in deciding which actions to take.

Curt Mason hopes the PSC is listening.

“For eight years the federal government has
ignored science and engineering in order to
carry out policies based on politics and social
issues,” he said. “I'd like
to see science and
engineering technology
brought far more into play
on this than it has. We
[should be taking] what
we know about power
lines and lessen their
impact on society by
considering, at least,
alternative methods like
buried direct-current lines,
and generation next to
your customers, rather
than running an extension cord across the
state.”

placed in 1746 to mark
Fairfax Grant issued by the
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Stone House at Bullskin Plantation,
Bullskin Historic District

Park Service as a unique

ne habitats. Part of the . 72 : roee
Patience Wait, a journalist by trade, lives in

Shepherdstown. Her own home was jeopardized
by PATH until the route was modified in

nal Wildlife Refuge.
October of last year.

Photographs in this article are courtesy of
Curt Mason.

rfall is one of the most
n the state. These and

Charleston Herald, a weekly “liberal, progressive” newspaper “devoted
principally to the development of West Virginia.” Walker persuaded his
father-in-law, well-known journalist David Hunter Strother, who wrote
for Harper's magazine and other publications under the nom de plume
of Porte Crayon, to become editor.

Walker improved access by erecting a suspension bridge in 1873
that carried Virginia Street over Elk River from downtown Charleston.
The old farming district quickly grew to contain a machine shop, stove

(ELK CITY Continued on page 7)
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Preservation Alliance of West Virginia’'s

CNDANGERED
PREPERTIES

McCreery Hotel — HINTON

OlId Glenville Bridge — GLENVILLE

PAWV has named eight historic West Virginia properties to its
2009 Endangered Properties List.

The recently revitalized endangered program was initiated more than
two decades ago. Periodically over the last 25 years, the organization has
sponsored an Endangered Properties List for West Virginia.

PAWV Executive Director Karen Carper said the 2009 list is diverse both geographically
and architecturally. “We have a church, a school, two historic hotels, a theater, a bridge, a
private home and a historic homeless shelter,” she said. Locations span the state from the
northern panhandle to the southern coalfields, the Ohio River Valley to the Potomac
Highlands.

Properties named to the 2009 list include Hinton’s McCreery Hotel, Capitol Music Hall
of Wheeling, First Ward School of Elkins, Wyco Church of Mullens, Tyler County Home,

(Continued on page 4)

Waldo Hotel — CLARKSBURG Capitol Music Hall - WHEELING First Ward School - ELKINS

=PAWVE At-Risk Historic Assets of West Virginia



McCreery Fotel

Construction on the five story “McCreery Hotel” commenced
in 1907. When completed in 1908 it was regarded as the
premier hotel on the railroad main line extending from
Washington DC to Chicago, Illinois. Nominated to the National
Register in 1984, it was a resting spot for many of America’s
favorite celebrities and politicians.

Currently operated by Human Resources
Development and Employment, Inc.,
of Morgantown, the historic Hinton <%
hotel faces considerable
restoration challenges.
Deteriorating roof and windows
have allowed water intrusion to
take a toll on the upper floors of
—— T ™ the building.

Capitel Music Hall

Since its opening in 1928, this grand Beaux-Arts theater has played a vital part in Wheeling’s economy and image. Listed as a
“pivotal structure” in the Wheeling Historic District, the theater is the home of legendary Jamboree USA, which has been
broadcasting live over WWVA Radio since 1933. The theater has also been home to the Wheeling Symphony Orchestra and
various other musical, dance, and theater groups over the years.

The building was closed in May 2007 as a result of twenty-three life safety-fire code violations. Subsequent architectural and
economic feasibility studies have shown the building remains a viable theater. Recently, a consortium of Wheeling area non-profit
organizations purchased the building and are now engaged in trying to raise the funds needed to save this local icon.

wyce Cemmunity Church

Coal Baron Major W. T. Tams built the Wyco
Coal Camp “C” in 1917, soon after establishing
his coal camp at nearby Tams in Raleigh County.
In Wyco both of the churches built for the white
and African-American families remain, along with
the Superintendents house and other dwellings.
In the 1990’s the Wyco Church was abandoned.
Since that time the roof has become
compromised and water intrusion has led to
ongoing deterioration of the structure.

In 2003 ownership of the church was
transferred to the Rural Appalachian
Improvement League (RAIL). Currently, RAIL is
seeking assistance in it efforts to stabilize and
eventually restore the historic church.




Tyler County Heme

Also known as the “Poor Farm” or the
“Poor House,” the County Home was built
early in 1915. The home and associated
pauper’s cemetery are a testament to the
forgotten disadvantaged and poor who
struggled to help build this county and state.

The building itself is now idle and serves
primarily as storage for old surplus
equipment of the County and County Fair
Board, and Emergency Management. Water
intrusion continues to further damage the
building interior and exterior. The County
has had insufficient funds to maintain the
building and it has slowly deteriorated.
Fortunately, lack of funds has also prevented
the County from demolishing the building.

Walde Hetel

The Waldo Hotel, Clarksberg, W. Va.

First Ward Scheeol

First Ward was designed in the Georgian-
Revival style and constructed in 1909 of
locally available building materials, These
included hand-cut sandstone, brick, and
native hardwoods, used in the structural

. . , members, flooring, and decorative trim.
A pivotal structure in downtown Clarksburg’s

Historic District, the Waldo Hotel is currently in
a stable, “mothballed” condition. A 2007
feasibility study supported redevelopment of
the Waldo Hotel to its original use. However,
the property is threatened by a demolition
order from the City of Clarksburg, which has
stated it is a public safety hazard and in
violation of city code.

The building was closed as a school in the
1970s and used as a storage facility for a
number of years thereafter. It is essentially
abandoned now, and has developed an
increasingly serious roof leak. Structurally,
the building was relatively stable until the
recent roof leaks began. Over the last year
or two, it has deteriorated significantly.

The Beaux-Arts style building with Moorish
influences, currently owned by the
Vandalia Heritage Foundation, was
designed by noted architect
Harrison Albright of Charleston and
completed in 1904. Construction
was financed by Nathan Goff, Jr.,
who left the property to his sons
Guy D. and Waldo Goff. It was the
official residence of Senator Guy
D. Goff during his term (1925-
31) and site of a 1928 meeting
of conservative Republican ;
U.S. Senators who supported
Goff as the presidential
nominee over Herbert Hoover.

20073




bowers Fouse

The Bowers House is
located in Mannington’s
Historic District. Built about
1870, the Queen Anne
Victorian home was later
purchased by state Senator
George W. Bowers, who
served from 1921 to 1924.
Bowers also served as a
delegate to the Republican

National Convention in 1936. A prominent entrepreneur,
he was the owner of the Warwick (USA) China Company,
Homewood Glass Company, Bowers Pottery Company,
Bowers Realty Company, First Exchange Bank and many

other turn-of-the-century enterprises.

The home underwent many changes influenced by the
Arts and Crafts period of the 1930s and 40s and
remained in the Bowers family until 2003. Little
maintenance was done for an extended period of time,
but restoration has been undertaken by the present

owners.

(Continued from page 1)

Glenville Bridge and the Waldo Hotel of
Clarksburg. All properties are listed or
eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places and meet other
criteria such as historic significance,
geographic location, preservation
emergency, and resources available to
resolve the endangerment.

Qld Glenville bridge

Endangered lists are collections of at-
risk historic properties in a given region
compiled primarily to bring attention to
the plight of the properties and the
organizations involved in their
preservation. These lists have been used
by preservation organizations for many
years to help draw attention to
diminishing historic resources.

With new properties accepted annually
to the re-energized program, PAWV’s
Endangered List will help focus attention
on the most pressing issues or significant
resources in West Virginia.

Nominations to the 2010 Endangered
Properties List will be accepted in the fall.
Watch for announcements in Preservation
News or log on to pawv.org for details.

The Old Pratt Truss Bridge spans 265 feet across the Little Kanawha River. In 1884, the Gilmer County Commission purchased
steel components from the Canton Iron Works, Canton, Ohio and contracted with Stewart and Sheirriff’s of Richmond, Virginia to
build the bridge. The construction of the bridge greatly enhanced the development of the city of Glenville and Glenville State Col-

lege.

Nominated to the National Register in 1998, the historic bridge
now lays decommissioned from use. Lack of maintenance has led to
severe deterioration of the bridge’s structural system.
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PAWYV Officers 2009

Robert Conte
Union — PRESIDENT
Jeremy Morris
Wheeling — VICE PRESIDENT

Preservation News — WINTER 2009
Join, Renew, or Donate

TODAY!

Phyllis Baxter
Elkins — TREASURER
Christy Bailey
Beckley — SECRETARY

Board Members

1

1

1

1

1

1
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1
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1

1

1

1

Carol Appenzellar — Martinsburg 1
Henry Battle — Charleston 1
Ted Boggess — Princeton 1
Liza Caldwell — Huntington 1
Terri Cutright — Morgantown !
Mike Gioulis — Sutton !
Cris Green — Clarksburg :
Elizabeth Hulett — Hedgesville |
Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg |
Michael Mills — Fairmont 1
Barbara Rasmussen — Morgantown 1
Susie Salisbury — Charleston |
Duke Talbott — Elkins :

1

Ex Officio

Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO
Monica Miller — Main Street WV
Nell Ziehl — NTHP

Staff

Karen Carper — Executive Director
Martha Ballman — WVCHD Program Coordinator
Connie McColley — MI/GI WV Program Specialist

(ELK CITY Continued from page 2)

factory, furniture factory, soda and mineral water plant, and tobacco

Fill out, clip, and send this form to: PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF WEST VIRGINIA
PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333-3371

New
Name Member
Street Address Renewal
City/State/Zip
Phone E—Mail
Annual Memberships: Melpbershlp $
ayment
Individual = $25
Family = $40 Additional
Professional = $50 Donation
Call 304-345-6005 for credit ToTAL $
card payment, or to learn about Enclosed
other ways you can contribute. Th an k YO u]

Prospects for the booming district improved after the advent of horse-
drawn streetcar service in downtown Charleston in 1888 and a West

factory. From the outset, West Washington Street (former Point Pleasant Side extension crossed EIk River shortly thereafter. Electrification came

Turnpike) evolved as the heart of the
business district.

West Side growth exploded after the
railroad arrived in the 1880s. In 1891,
several residential areas on the west side
of Elk incorporated as the town of Elk
City. Population in the new municipality
reached 2,000 by the next year, when the
West Virginia State Gazetteer boasted of
“considerable manufacturing carried on in
the town, among which are a foundry,
brick yard, saw and planing mills,
furniture and veneer factories.”

Charleston experienced a period of
uninterrupted expansion between 1870
and 1900, as it grew from a picturesque

after 1900, and around 1903 the trolley company
built a car barn and power plant on the West Side.
Construction of a massive Kelly Axe Co. factory on
the banks of Kanawha River at Patrick Street in
1907 fueled the demand for home construction.

For over a half-century, West Washington Street
served as the hub of commercial activity on
Charleston’s “convenient West Side.” In 1940, the
Polk city directory listed no less than 160
commercial, medical, and retail establishments
along a two-mile stretch of the route from Elk River
to Kanawha Two Mile. West Washington Street
teemed with commercial activity into the 1970s and
1980s, when construction of the interstate highway
and changes in retail shopping habits combined to
end the West Side’s heyday.

rural village of less than 3,000 people into
a dynamic industrial city with a population

Staats Hospital (Elk City) in the 1920’s

For more information on Elk City Historic District,
call 304-766-3235

approaching 15,000. Part of Charleston’s expansion can be explained
by its selection as the permanent capital of West Virginia in 1885;
another contributing factor was the annexation of Elk City as the city’s
Sixth Ward in 1895. By then, hundreds of modest homes existed on the
flats and hundreds more were under construction or being planned in
the nearby hills to accommodate the ever-increasing number of men and

or email: bjpeyton7@aol.com.

Chair of the History Department at West Virginia State University,
Billy Joe Peyton teaches a variety of public history courses. He is also
active in local history research and serves as chair of the Charleston
Historic Landmarks Commission.
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women employed in West Side industries.
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Preserve America Mini-Grants Available

Applications are now being accepted
for Preserve America mini grants through
the State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) of the West Virginia Division of
Culture and History. Approximately
$24,000 will be available for grant
awards on a 50/50 matching basis.
Applications must be postmarked April 1
or sooner.

The grants are intended to support
efforts associated with a Preserve
America Grant from the National Park
Service in cooperation with Preservation
Alliance of West Virginia. Eligible
projects include National Register of
Historic Places nominations,
rehabilitation projects, predevelopment
projects, publications, audio-visual
projects and equipment to assist in the
marketing, education or interpretation of
a specific resource associated with the
New Deal/CCC Historic Trails or the
Historic Theatre Trails.

The West Virginia SHPO and
Preservation Alliance of West Virginia
will review all the applications and make
recommendations to the Archives and

History Commission, which will make the
final awards.

For more information about the
Preserve America mini-grant program or
a complete program description,
including funding priorities, selection
criteria and historic trail criteria, visit the
Division’s Web site at
www.wvculture.org/shpo, or telephone
Pamela Brooks, grants coordinator for
the SHPO, at (304) 558-0240, ext. 720.

The West Virginia Division of Culture
and History, an agency of the West
Virginia Department of Education and the
Arts, brings together the state’s past,
present and future through programs and
services in the areas of archives and
history, the arts, historic preservation and
museums. The Cultural Center is West
Virginia’s official showcase for the arts.
The agency also operates a network of
museums and historic sites across the
state. For more information about the
Division’s programs, visit
www.wvculture.org.

The Division of Culture and History is an Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.
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PAWV
ADVOCACY
For Historic
Preservation

Preservation Luncheon
For Legislators, February 25

History Day
at the Legislature, March 5

Preservation Lobby Day
Washington D.C., March 9 & 10

Talk to YOUR Legislators
about Preservation!

What are the advocacy issues in your
community? You can e-mail your
advocacy concerns to PAWV at
info@pawv.org

See www.pawv.org for discussion of
area preservation advocacy issues.




