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By Jeremy Morris 
Preservation Alliance recently 

revitalized a program which was 
initiated more than two decades ago. 
Periodically over the last 25 years, 
the organization has sponsored an 
endangered list for West Virginia.   

PAWV is now accepting proposals 
for the 2009 Most Endangered 
Properties list. Proposals are due by 
December 1st, 2008. The list will be 
announced with a major press event 
and press release, and will be 
featured prominently on PAWV’s 
Web site. 

Endangered lists are collections of 
at-risk historic properties in a given 
region compiled primarily to bring 
attention to the plight of the 
properties and the organizations 
involved in their preservation. 

Properties are usually determined 
endangered by a number of criteria 
that might include historic 
significance, 
geographic location, 
preservation 
emergency, and 
resources available to 
resolve the 
endangerment.  

In the past, 
West Virginia’s 
list was often 
coordinated with the State Historic 
Preservation Office. At other times a 
list was produced by either the 
SHPO or PAWV depending upon the 
resources available in each 

organization. Beginning now, PAWV 
is making an effort to maintain a 
more consistent list of endangered 
properties.  

Endangered lists have been 
used by preservation 
organizations for many 

years to help draw 
attention to 
diminishing historic 
resources. An 
endangered list is an 
effective way to help 

focus the attention of an organization 
on the most pressing issues or 
significant resources in a community 
or region, particularly when an 
(ENDANGERED LIST - Cont. on page 2) 

West Virginia Endangered List Revived 
Send Us Your Worthy Candidates Now For The 2009 Endangered List! 

By Doug Estepp 
A re-dedication of the historic Jefferson County jail 

took place in Charles Town on September 20th. This 
event was a celebration of the recently completed $2.3 
million restoration of the old jail into a new circuit court 
facility, circuit clerk’s 
office, and records 
depository for 
Jefferson County. 

Speakers at the 
event included former 
West Virginia 
Supreme Court 
Justice Warren 
McGraw, Nell Ziehl of 
the Southern Office of 
the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, 
and Susan Pierce of 
the West Virginia 
Division of Culture 
and History. 
Messages were also 
read from Senator Robert C. Byrd and Governor Joe 
Manchin. 

The celebration was the culmination of eight years of 
difficult but rewarding work by a number of hard working 
individuals and organizations. 

In October 2000, the Jefferson County Commission 

voted 5-0 to tear down the jail to make room for a 
parking lot. The old lockup is located directly behind the 
famous courthouse where John Brown was tried for 
treason. It is actually connected to the courthouse by a 
second story walk through. The jail is listed as a 

contributing element 
of the Downtown 
Charles Town 
Historic District on 
the National 
Register of Historic 
Places. As such, it 
was afforded some 
statutory protection 
since state law 
required that a 
“section 106” 
historic review must 
take place before 
demolition could 
begin. The 
commission refused 

to comply, however, 
and approved a contract to have the old jail razed. 

Carol Gallant of nearby Harpers Ferry and her friend 
Jim Whipple challenged this decision by submitting a 
hand-written motion to the circuit court when they could 
find no local attorney willing to take on the commission. 

(JAIL SAVED - Continued on page 2) 

Jefferson County Jail Saved 
Rededication Celebrates Preservation Victory 

The Deadline for 2009 Nominations is December 1st, 2008! 

The newly restored Jefferson County Jail in Charles Town 
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organization is responsible for a large 
geographic area.  

There are many circumstances that can 
lead to the endangerment of a historic 
property.  Neglect is most often the culprit. 
In West Virginia, shifting economic forces 
push jobs and people to other locations, 
leaving communities or property owners 
without the financial resources to maintain 
properties.  

Conversely, growth and development 
can also prey upon historic resources. This 
is best witnessed in the eastern panhandle 

where residential growth in recent years 
has put farmsteads and civil war era 
resources at risk. Likewise, changes or 
variances to zoning and planning 
ordinances can also put heritage at risk, 
allowing changes that can comprise the 
integrity of a building or historic district. 

The nomination form can be found at 
http://www.pawv.org/endanger.htm or 
requested by phone from the PAWV office 
at 304-345-6005. The 2009 Endangered 
Properties list will be announced in 
January 2009. 

(ENDANGERED LIST - Continued from page 1) 

The court agreed with the pair’s argument and Judge Thomas Steptoe 
issued an injunction against demolition pending an historic review. 
Gallant then formed the Jefferson County Preservation Alliance to Save 
our Heritage (JCPASH) and the fight was on. 

The commission dug in its heels and refused to conduct the review 
while making various arguments in trying to get the injunction lifted. 
JCPASH quickly expanded and soon focused on the jail’s connection to 
the 1922 treason trials that followed the coal miner’s rebellion known as 
the Battle of Blair Mountain. That event occurred in 1921 when ten to 
fifteen thousand armed miners rose up in open rebellion against state 
and local officials and marched south from Charleston toward Logan and 
Mingo Counties. At Blair Mountain on the border of Boone and Logan 
County they clashed with several thousand mine guards, deputies, and 
state police and militia. Federal troops were brought in under General 
Harry H. Bandholtz to break up the fighting along with elements of the 
88th Aero Squadron under General Billy Mitchell. This was the only 
instance in U.S. history where federal air power was deployed against 
domestic forces. 

As a result of these actions several hundred miners were brought to 
Charles Town in 1922 to 
face charges of murder 
and treason. About thirty 
of the principal leaders 
of the rebellion were 
incarcerated in the then 
new jail and several 
miners were held there 
for several months. In 
the trials that followed, 
Bill Blizzard, the miners’ 
“general,” was acquitted 
of treason; the 
Reverend John Wilburn 
and his son were 
convicted of murder, 
and coal miner Walter 
Allen was convicted of 
treason. 
JCPASH also 
discovered that the jail 
was designed by the 
famous architect Alfred 

B. Mullett who was Supervising Architect of the U.S. Treasury for eight 
years following the Civil War. Among the many treasures he built are the 
San Francisco and Carson City Mints and the Old Executive Office 
Building in Washington DC. The jail was built by Mullett’s son Thomas in 
1918. 

Still the commission fought on and when their arguments failed they 
recruited a local state senator to change existing law to circumvent the 
injunction. JCPASH appealed and in 2002 the West Virginia Supreme 
Court ruled unanimously that the jail could not be razed pending the 
“section 106” review. In the meantime, the jail had become an issue in 
Jefferson County and in 2002 two new commissioners were elected who 
opposed demolition followed by two more like-minded newcomers in 
2004. By 2006 all five county commissioners favored saving the jail and 
voted to restore the structure to meet county needs. Architect Matt 
Grove of Grove Dall 'Olio, an early proponent of the jail, was selected to 
oversee the work. 

The restoration followed a six year legal fight to save the jail from the 
wrecker’s ball. For more information visit www.savethejail.org. 

An Executive Board member of JCPASH, Doug Estepp lives with his wife Carol 
in Toms Brook, VA.  He works for the federal government and has had a 
longtime interest in the history of West Virginia's coal industry and mine wars. 

(JAIL SAVED - Continued from page 1) 

From L to R: Carol Gallant, William C. Blizzard, Doug Estepp, Jim 
Whipple, and former WV Supreme Court Justice Warren McGraw. 

Jail Interior Prior to Rehabilitation 

Where Are They Now? 
Previous Endangered List Items... 

Blair Mountain Battlefield - 2006. nominated by PAWV, listed 
on National Trust for Historic Preservation 11 Most Endangered. 
Status - uncertain 

Jefferson County Jail - listed 2002, Status - saved. See story 
on page one of this issue. 

Keith-Albee Theater, Huntington - listed 2005, Status - 
rehabilitation planned. 

Cass Historic District - listed 2002. Status - mo st buildings 
under new roof, slow progress. School building lost. 

Marion County Jail - listed 2003. Status - rehabilitation 
planned. 

Elkins Mill Building - nominated 2003. Status - rehabilitation 
under way. 

Murphy Farm, Harpers Ferry - listed 2002, Status -  saved 
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By Jeremy Morris 
Local residents will remember it as the Wheeling Public Library or 

perhaps as the location of a special event, but the building which served 
the public for more than 90 years has been restored for a new purpose. 

In 2007 David H. McKinley, managing director of McKinley Carter 
Wealth Services, purchased the former library. Since then McKinley has 
restored the building following the Secretary of Interior Standards for 
Rehabilitation, and renamed it Bennett Square. It is home to his financial 
services firm, McKinley Carter Wealth Services in addition to being the 
Wheeling office of Dinsmore & Shohl attorneys. Currently, the project is 
pending final approval for federal and state investment 
tax credits. 

While the building renovation is a smart investment 
for a growing business, McKinley has a deeper 
connection to the library building. 

“Upon purchasing this building, I learned that in the 
1920s my great, great grandmother, Sally Maxwell 
Bennett, gave the library a collection from her travels 
around the world in tribute to her son and memory of 
her father,” said McKinley. “Now through the 
architectural design services of my father’s firm, 
McKinley and Associates, generations of my family will 
be part of preserving its history.” 

The first library in Wheeling was organized in 1882 
as a result of various literary societies and 
associations. Throughout its early history the library’s 
collections had numerous physical locations within the 
city. In 1903, the city sought a permanent location for 
the library and authorized a vote on a $50,000 library 
levy to purchase land, books, and maintain a Carnegie 
Free Library. 

The effort had the support of leading businessmen, 

prominent citizens and both of the city’s newspapers. However, 
members of the Ohio Valley Trades and Labor Assembly (OVTLA) were 
deeply opposed to “building a monument for Carnegie and his money.” 
Among the unions associated with the OVTLA were the Amalgamated 
Association of Steel and Iron and Tin workers, whose brothers were shot 
down during the 1892 strike at Andrew Carnegie’s mill in nearby 
Homestead, PA. 

Wheeling became one of the first American cities to reject a Carnegie 
library on January 26, 1904. Turned down by 201 votes, the levy passed 
in every precinct of the city except the working-class neighborhood of 
South Wheeling, where the margin was 3-1 against it. 

The Carnegie Library was a dead issue until the effort was revived 
again in 1909 with no resolution. In 1910 the Board of Education voted 
to end correspondence with Carnegie and seek to build a library of its 
own resources. On January 9, 1911, the Wheeling Public Library 
opened its doors and maintained operation at this location until 1973. 
For the last 30 years the building was used for storage on its upper 
floors and served as a banquet hall on the lower floor. 

The restoration of the former library adds to the growing preservation 
movement in the Center Wheeling neighborhood. In recent years, the 
area has witnessed a rebirth with numerous warehouse and retail 
buildings being renovated for commercial use. The City of Wheeling has 
estimated that approximately $49.7 million of private and public funds 
have been invested in major renovations and new construction in the 
neighborhood. These investments have helped to retain and create 
more than 1,000 jobs over the last seven years. 

PAWV Vice President Jeremy Morris is project coordinator for the Wheeling 
National Heritage Area and serves on the board of the National Road Alliance. 

A Wheeling Landmark Is Preserved 
Historic Public Library Building gets new lease on life 

Familiar entrance opens to new use for restored library. 

Former Wheeling Public Library now houses offices at Bennett Square. 
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Preservation Alliance will offer a new organ-
izational membership program to organizations 
throughout West Virginia beginning with calen-
dar year 2009, but early bird groups can get 
two months free membership with conference 
registration.  

Any group that joins as an organizational 
member with registration for the Nov. 6-8 con-
ference, “Roots, Realities and the Road 
Ahead,” will remain on the member roster with 
full benefits through the end of 2009. Organiza-
tional members are also invited to display bro-
chures, newsletters and other printed materials 
during the conference. 

“This is a not only a good deal for organiza-
tions, but also a great way to kick off the new 
program, which will help PAWV work more 

effectively in communities statewide,” said 
PAWV Executive Director Karen Carper. 
 Three levels of organizational membership 
will be offered as part of the program, de-
pending on the size and income of the appli-
cant organization. Each level provides bene-
fits, including the traditional member discount 
at PAWV conferences for two to eight people. 
A corresponding number of newsletters will be 
mailed to the organization plus a listing and 
reciprocal link will be provided on PAWV’s 
Web site. 
 For example, a small organization with an 
annual budget under $25,000 may join at the 
$50 annual membership level. Two of the 
organization’s members may attend the con-

(NEW PROGRAM - Continued on page 5) 

ROOTS, REALITIES  
AND THE 

ROAD AHEAD 
PAWV Conference 

6–9 November, 2008 
Oak Hill, WV 

New Organizational Membership Program Announced 
Special Early Bird Deal for November Conference! 

PAWV’s 2008 conference, “Roots, Realities and the Road Ahead,” will 
feature coal and other local heritage with tours and a special mobile 
workshop hosted by the National Park Service.  

Conference participants are invited to experience coal heritage in 
Thurmond with the mobile workshop on Nov. 7. Those who attend this 
workshop will not only discover the history of the former coal town but 
also learn about the restoration and interpretive techniques employed by 
the park service there.  

Thurmond was a classic boomtown during the first two decades of the 
1900s. With the huge amounts of coal brought in from area mines, it had 
the largest revenue on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway. Having many 
coal barons among its patrons, Thurmond’s banks were the richest in 
the state. Fifteen passenger trains a day came through town—its depot 
serving as many as 95,000 passengers a year. The town’s stores and 
saloons did a remarkable business, and its hotels and boarding houses 

were constantly overflowing.  
With the advent of diesel locomotives and less coal coming in from 

local mines, the town began a steady decline. The many businesses 
closed down, and most residents moved on. Today, the town of 
Thurmond remains surprisingly untouched by modern development. It is 
a link to our past, and a town with many stories to tell. 

A final tour to Ansted and Hawk’s Nest State Park will close the 
conference Nov. 8.  

Ansted Mayor Pete Hobbs will personally welcome guests and show 
them the sites in his town, including the Ansted Culture and Heritage 
Museum. The Calhoun Collection of Early West Virginia History and the 
Elwood Maples Coal Collection are the featured attractions at the 
museum.  

Other sites on the tour will include the antebellum home of Civil War 
Col. George Imboden, Ansted’s first mayor. It is now the headquarters 
for the Fayette County Historical Society. The burial site of Julia Jackson 
Woodson, mother of Civil War General “Stonewall” Jackson, will be 
included, weather 
permitting. Possibly the 
oldest standing building 
in Fayette County, the 
William E. Tyree house 
will also be included in 
passing. Now a private 
residence, the former 
tavern was used as a 
headquarters by both 
the Union and 
Confederate armies. 

Located on the 
Midland Trail, Ansted is 
also part of West 
Virginia’s coal heritage. Chartered in 1891, the town of Ansted was 

(COAL TOUR - Continued on page 7) 

Coal Heritage Tour Featured At Conference 

Restored Thurmond Depot 

The Page-Vawter house in Ansted  
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By Calentha Quesenberry 
“Roots, Realities and the Road Ahead: Pres-

ervation in the 21st Century” will give partici-
pants a chance to experience some of Fayette-
ville’s historic sites. 

A Walking Tour of historic Fayetteville on 
Nov. 7 will begin with wine tasting at Studio B 
Gallery & Gifts. The gallery is housed in the 
Hawkins Building which was built in 1920 for 
Emma Hawkins and used as a dress shop. 
From there it will head west to The Morris Har-
vey House Bed & Breakfast at 209 Harvey St. 

and Maple Avenue for appetizers, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and desserts.  

Built in 1902 for Morris Harvey, one of Fay-
ette County’s most outstanding citizens, this 
Queen Anne residence contains an elaborate 
rain gathering system with an 800-gallon cop-

per tank on the third floor. The house was the 
first in the area to boast indoor plumbing. Morris 
Harvey, the philanthropist, came to the rescue 
of a failing Barboursville College which 
changed its name to Morris Harvey College. 
Later moved to Charleston, it is now known as 
the University of Charleston.  

The tour will end on South Court St. with a 
special production at the Historic Fayette Thea-
tre. This was the first “modern theatre” in Fa-
yetteville and was built in 1935. It is now best 
known for local main stage shows, murder mys-
tery dinner shows, music extravaganzas includ-
ing Southern West Virginia’s New River Youth 
Symphony and Chorus and Readers’ Theatre 
Gathering (informal script readings). 

Named after Marquis de la Fayette sometime 
before 1837, Fayetteville was also known as 
Seven Mile Tree, Vandalia and Fayette Court 
House. Between 1861 and 1865, the Civil War 
brought fighting and destruction to the town. 
Fayetteville was a strategic site during the Civil 
War and the stage of at least two battles. It was 
also the site of the first use of indirect firing in 
military warfare.  

Following the war, Fayetteville was incorpo-
rated in 1883 and by 1900 had begun to ex-
pand and grow. Coal was discovered and Fa-
yetteville served as the legal and business 
center for a prosperous coal producing county. 
Towns sprang up surrounding the numerous 
mines along the New River.  

Around 1950 the death toll sounded for the 
mining industry. Mines closed, workers moved 
away, steam locomotives were replaced and 
the towns languished. It is significant that while 
there has been growth in the past fifty years, 
the Fayetteville Historical District has not 
changed appreciably. It remains, primarily, a 
quaint residential town with homes, churches, 
schools, small businesses and offices clustered 

around the historic courthouse square.  
Historic Fayetteville has been reborn as the 

Mecca of outdoor recreation in the east. Thou-
sands of visitors flock to the New River Gorge 

area to take advantage of rafting, hiking, biking, 
climbing and camping. However, Fayetteville, 
one of the coolest small towns in America, still 
serves as a reminder of what life was like in a 
small town when times were simpler. 

The Fayetteville Walking Tour and Reception 
are sponsored by the Fayetteville and New 
River Convention and Visitors Bureaus. For 
more information, visit: 

 www.visitfayettevillewv.com or 
 www.newrivercvb.com. 
Calentha Quesenberry is executive director of the 
Fayetteville Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. 

Historic Fayetteville Welcomes Conference Participants  

ference at PAWV’s member rate and two newsletters will be mailed to 
the group’s address. The organization’s listing and a reciprocal link to 
the group’s Web site will be added to a new section featuring organiza-
tional members on the PAWV site. 

The two additional annual membership levels are available at $100 
and $200. At these levels, four or eight people can attend at member 
rates and the same number of newsletters will be provided. The Web 
site listings are more prominent and include a photo at the higher rate. 

In addition to these benefits, PAWV will offer workshops at a nominal 
rate for member organizations to help improve their effectiveness in 
local communities. The first workshop will be held at this year’s confer-
ence on Nov. 7. Directed by trainer Trudy Seita of Vienna, “Strategic 
Planning for Success” will provide capacity building and effectiveness 

training for organizations. Seita brings more than 25 years of experience 
as a community volunteer, program manager and organizational leader 
to share with workshop participants.  

PAWV recommends sending two or more members to training work-
shops for  the maximum benefit for your organization. A future workshop 
planned for early 2009 will focus on fundraising and capacity building.  

While all of the program’s benefits are designed to provide a return for 
member organizations, the real return is creating a network of organiza-
tions which can work together on preservation issues in West Virginia.  

For more information on the organizational membership program, or to 
become an organizational member, visit www.pawv.org/join.htm To 
get the early-bird special, send organizational membership and confer-
ence registration materials together to PAWV. Questions? Email 
karen@pawv.org or call the PAWV office at 304-345-6005. 

(NEW PROGRAM - Continued from page 4) 

Historic Fayette Theatre 

The Morris Harvey House 
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 Applications are now being accepted for 
Preserve America mini grants through the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History. 
Approximately $30,000 will be available for 
grant awards on a 50/50 matching basis. 
Applications must be 
postmarked Dec. 15 or 
sooner. 

The grants are intended to 
support efforts associated with 
a Preserve America Grant from 
the National Park Service, in 
cooperation with Preservation Alliance of West 
Virginia. Eligible projects include National 
Register of Historic Places nominations, 
rehabilitation projects, predevelopment 
projects, publications, audio-visual projects and 

equipment to assist in the marketing, education 
or interpretation of a specific resource 
associated with either the New  Deal/CCC 
Historic Trails or the Historic Theatre Trails. 

The West Virginia SHPO and Preservation 
Alliance of West Virginia will review all the 

applications and make 
recommendations to the 

Archives and History 
Commission, which will make 
the final awards. 

For more information about the 
Preserve America mini-grant 

program or a complete program description, 
including funding priorities, selection criteria 
and historic trail criteria, visit the Division’s Web 
site at www.wvculture.org/shpo, or contact 
Pamela Brooks, grants coordinator for the 

SHPO, at (304) 558-0240, ext. 720. 
The West Virginia Division of Culture and 

History, an agency of the West Virginia 
Department of Education and the Arts, brings 
together the state’s past, present and future 
through programs and services in the areas of 
archives and history, the arts, historic 
preservation and museums. Its administrative 
offices are located at the Cultural Center in the 
State Capitol Complex in Charleston, which 
also houses the state archives and museum. 
The Cultural Center is West Virginia’s official 
showcase for the arts and operates a network 
of museums and historic sites across the state. 
For more information about the Division’s 
programs, visit www.wvculture.org. The 
Division of Culture and History is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. 

Preservation Alliance is pleased to welcome a new addition to the 
heritage development staff. Connie McColley of Chloe has joined PAWV 
as program specialist for the Made In / Grown In West Virginia program. 

McColley brings years of experience to the program, both as a West 
Virginia artist and as director of arts-based economic development and 
educational programs at Poplar Forest and MountainMade. A profes-
sional basket-maker for more than 20 years, she is now creating hand-
made jewelry. 

“As a craftsman myself just graduating from a fulltime ‘regular’ job 
back into being a fulltime artist, I am already on that track,” McColley 
said of the program’s mission. The MIGI program seeks to match West 
Virginia artists, craftspersons and gourmet food producers 
who create original quality products with West Virginia 
shops and galleries which are interested in carrying these 
locally made products. 

As the first order of business, McColley began working to 
develop an Internet-based format where producers and 
retailers could meet and exchange information. The new 
Yahoo group, MadeInGrownInWV, provides this opportunity 
for members. “If you are looking for new outlets to market 
your work or looking for new West Virginia products to sell, 
this Yahoo group site should help you find what you need,” 
McColley said. 

In addition to product and shop information, group mem-
bers can also post photos. Producers can upload photos of 
their work; buyers can post shop or gallery photos. Member email ad-
dresses on the group site allow buyers or producers to contact each 
other directly. Group members can also network by posting messages to 
the site or sending direct email to the group. To help make the group 
work even better, members can share this site directly with producers or 
shops that might be interested, or email recommendations to McColley. 

As group monitor, McColley sends out a monthly email to members 
with a link to the site. This email provides updates on new members, 
reminds all members to visit the site and offers advice on how to make 

the most of it. “Completing the member profile with as much detail as 
possible will help others learn about your business,” McColley said. 

The database, member profiles and photo albums are only available 
to group members, but visitors can read the home page statement and 
messages at  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MadeInGrownInWV. 
Those who are interested in joining can click on the “JOIN GROUP” 
button at the right of the page or request an invitation by contacting 
McColley at conniemccolley@pawv.org. 

In addition to creating the new Yahoo group, McColley is also working 
with Pipestem State Park to coordinate participation in the annual Gift 
Shop Buyers Show. Held Feb. 9-11, 2009, the show will give MIGI pro-

gram artists and producers the opportunity to display and 
sell their work to state park and other gift shop buyers. 
Sponsored in part by PAWV, more than 20 program artists 
partici ated in 2008; numbers are expected to increase to 
at least 30 in 2009. 
 In response to feedback from 2008 participants, PAWV 
has worked to bring more buyers to the show and offer 
workshops and activities in the evenings. Further details, 
including schedule and registration materials, will be pro-
vided as available to MIGI participants via email and Ya-
hoo group postings as well as direct mail. 
  The Made In / Grown In West Virginia program is 
sponsored by PAWV’s West Virginia Cultural Heritage 
Development Program and funded through a grant from 

the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation. 
There is no cost to participate in the MIGI project. However, to be an 

eligible producer you must be a resident of West Virginia, produce your 
work in state, be juried into a recognized program or festival and be 
interested in wholesaling your work. Eligible buyers must have a West 
Virginia business license, in-state physical address and an interest in 
selling and promoting West Virginia-made products. 

For more information on this and other PAWV programs, please visit 
www.pawv.org or call 304-345-6005. 

Preserve America Mini-grants Available 

New Staff for MADE IN/GROWN IN WEST VIRGINIA Program 

McColley 
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Preservation Alliance and the West Virginia 
Division of Culture and History -State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) have teamed up to 
administer a $200,000 Preserve America grant 
for thematic trail development to increase 
heritage tourism in our state. The two themes 
that have been identified for trail development 

as part of this 
grant are New 
Deal/CCC 
sites and 
historic 
theatres of 
West Virginia. 
Mini-grant 
funds for sites 
that will be 

included on these trails were recently awarded. 
Five projects to promote thematic trail 
development were awarded on the first round of 
funding. 

As the New Deal/CCC celebrates the 
75th anniversary of the program, the 
community of Arthurdale will be using mini-
grant funds to create an audio driving tour 
of this site. Established in 1933 by the 
United States government, Arthurdale was 
the nation’s first New Deal Homestead 
Community. Created through President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal 
legislation, the community provided a new 
chance at life for residents of West Virginia 
who were suffering from the Great 
Depression. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
served as the empathetic force behind the 
community, which became known as 
“Eleanor’s Little Village” because of her 
interest. Today, Arthurdale is a National 
Register Historic District that features 160 
of the 165 original homesteads. 

Historic Theatres are seeing a revival 
around the state and several sites are 

using mini-grant funds to 
improve heritage tourism 
potential. Nestled in the 
Allegheny Mountains of 
southern West 
Virginia,  Carnegie 
Hall is one of 
only four 
Carnegies in the 
world. For 25 
years, Carnegie 
Hall, Lewisburg 
has operated as a 
regional center for the visual 
and performing arts. Mini-grant 
funds will provide a new sound 
board to enhance this already 
stellar site. 
 The Old Brick Playhouse 
in Elkins is a re-purposed 
facility in a historic building 
that originally was a garage. A 
renovation to create a 
vaudeville-themed lobby area 
will make the visitor 
experience more enjoyable. 
Historic Wheeling has several 
existing and many more 
former theatres. The Wheeling 
Heritage organization will use 
funds to do research and 
create a website to showcase 
their theatre heritage. 
The Municipal Auditorium of 

Charleston is a unique site that has one foot on 
each trail. Not only is it a grand theatre listed 
individually on the National Register of Historic 
Places but it was constructed in 1939 as part 

the Public Works Administration of the 
New Deal in the Charleston area.  

Applications are now being 
accepted by the WV Division of 
Culture and History – State 
Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) for a second round of 
funding. The deadline is December 

15.  Approximately $30,000 is 
available. Details are available 
www.pawv.org/trails.htm or 304-345-6005.  
Please direct questions regarding the 
application to Pam Brooks, Grants Coordinator 
at the SHPO at 304-558-0220. 

On The Trail Of Historic Sites... 

named for British geologist, David T. Ansted, 
who stalked out the seams of high grade 
coal nearby. Built by William Nelson Page, a 
leading developer of the state’s bituminous 
coal fields, the Page-Vawter house will also 
be part of the tour. 

Hawk’s Nest State Park is the home of 
many sites and structures built by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps during the New 
Deal in West Virginia. Led by park naturalist 
Willa Grafton, the interpretive tour will feature 
these sites and end at the park lodge where 
participants may enjoy dinner together. 

(COAL TOUR - Continued from page 4) 

PAWV Officers 2008 
Robert Conte 

Union — PRESIDENT 
Jeremy Morris 

Wheeling — VICE PRESIDENT 
Susie Salisbury 

Charleston — TREASURER 
Christy Bailey 

Beckley — SECRETARY 

Board Members  
Carol Appenzellar – Martinsburg 

Henry Battle – Charleston 
Phyllis Baxter – Elkins 

Todd Boggess – Princeton 
Terri Cutright – Morgantown 

Mike Gioulis – Sutton 
Cris Green – Clarksburg 

Paul Lindquist – Lewisburg 
Michael Mills – Fairmont 

Duke Talbott – Elkins 
Barbara Rasmussen – Morgantown 

Ex Officio 
Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR 

Susan Pierce — WV SHPO 
Monica Miller — Main Street WV 

Nell Ziehl — NTHP 

Staff 
Karen Carper – Executive Director 

Martha Ballman – WVCHD Program Coordinator 
Connie McColley – MI/GI WV Program Specialist 

Carnegie Hall in Lewisburg, part of the 
West Virginia Historic Theatres Trail 
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Preservation Alliance On The Web: www.pawv.org 

Dollar for Dollar: Make YOUR 
Donations Count For More! 

To close out this year the Preservation Alliance Board or 
Directors has been given a challenge—our first ever privately 
funded challenge-matching grant.  We are calling on YOU 
to help us meet this challenge. 

Through the end of the year donations of $100 or more 
will be matched dollar-for-dollar through the generous gift 
of a Preservation Alliance board member. 

For 27 years the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia 
has advocated for the protection of West Virginia’s most 
valuable historic resources. PAWV has helped advocate for 
preservation tax credits and creation of History Day at the 
Legislature; provided educational workshops and hosted the 
state’s only historic preservation conference. 

Throughout 2008, Preservation Alliance has continued 
working towards a statewide cultural heritage program,  
assisted in preparing the Blair Mountain National Register 
nomination, met with the state Legislature to discuss pressing 
preservation issues, and become West Virginia’s partner of 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Preservation Alliance is poised for growth, but the 
organization cannot meet these expectations without the 
financial assistance of preservationists like you! Won’t you 
please send your contribution today? 

 

 

DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR 

Donations for this challenge must be received by December 31, 2008 

Mail to: PAWV, PO Box 3371 
Charleston, WV 25333-3371 

For Credit Card 
donations call 

304-345-6005 

Donation Amount: 

THANK YOU! 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

Email: 

YES! I want my contribution matched to 
support historic preservation in West Virginia 

Donate Today! 
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