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BELLE VUE Site of Spring Event

New “PAWYV Partner’ Initiative Announced At Fundraiser

Eastern Panhandle preservationists

urban sprawl, which impacts historic

gathered in Shepherdstown May 31 for farms, battlefields and other cultural

a fundraising event to benefit the Pres-

ervation Alliance of West Virginia.

Hosted by Michael and Gay
Henderson at historic 18th-Century
“Belle Vue,” the event was one of
several planned throughout West
Virginia to increase support for the
statewide preservation organiza-
tion.

PAWV Executive Director Karen
Carper said Shepherdstown was
chosen not only for its historic sig-
nificance, but also to acknowledge

resources vital to the region’s charac-

guests. “It is great to see the PAWV
becoming more visible and active in
this part of the state,” Alexander said.
“It also bodes well for the future of
historic preservation in this area
that so many prominent citizens
turned out to support preservation.”
Other guests included members of
Historic Shepherdstown, the Jeffer-
son County Historical Society and
the Jefferson County Landmark
Commission.

During the presentation at Belle
Vue, Carper announced a new
program of organizational outreach

to be launched in August 2008. The
PAWV Partners program will pro-
vide benefits to member organizations
such as training in fundraising and
capacity building. The first training
session will be offered at PAWV's
statewide conference, “Roots, Realities

the unique preservation needs of
the eastern panhandle area.
“Historic Preservation has helped
Shepherdstown become an attractive
and thriving town drawing visitors from
nearby metropolitan areas as well as
more distant states.”

However, proximity to metropolitan
areas also brings threats including

ter. “We wanted to meet people who
care about preservation and establish
relationships in order to work together
on these issues,” Carper said.

Dr. Keith Alexander, coordinator of
the Historic Preservation Program of
Shepherd University, was among the

(BELLE VUE - Continued on page 3)

Whither the Kump House?

Historic Governor’s Home Will Go To City of Elkins

When Mary Gamble Kump died in April, she left the
house, land, and her share of the personal property to the
city to be held in trust. Miss Kump stated that she wanted to
provide a home for teachers and professors. She desired
“that every child in Randolph County have a nice, safe place
to go and enjoy activities that promote good citizenship
development ... camping, and other recrea-
tional purposes for such groups as the Boy
Scouts of America, 4-H Clubs, and other
groups properly chaperoned....”

Mayor Guye has called together a Kump
House Task Force to offer suggestions and to
help the city develop a plan for the property.
The Mayor noted that educators needed hous-
ing in the 1950s and 1960s, but that is not a
great need in 2008. Some possible purposes
that have been discussed include a center for
New Deal Studies, a museum to honor all the
governors of West Virginia, a school for historic
preservation, a dormitory for student teachers,
a 4-H urban farming center, or a center for sustainability
farming. No final plans have been established.

All the members of the City Council voted to accept the
Kump property, but Councilwoman Hazel Kump Burford is
the most enthusiastic supporter of the project. She is the
eldest of the 18 grandchildren of Herman Guy and Edna

By Dr. Heather R. Biola

The City of Elkins will become the new owner of the
Kump House when the estate of Mary Gamble Kump is
settled. The endangered home of Gov. H.G. Kump stands
on 6 % acres at the intersection of highways 250, 219, and
33. The pasture and yard offer a welcome green space
across the highway from
Kroger, McDonald's, and
Hiawatha's. Local resi-
dents have expressed
much interest in preserv-
ing this landmark.

Elkins Mayor Judy
Guye and City Council
are considering whatto [
do with this largest gift to
the city since the be-
quests from the Davis
and Elkins families. “The -
city really appreciates this gift and is excited by the prospect
of opening the Kump House again,” Guye said. “We are
working to determine the best possible direction.”

The Randolph County Development Authority has pro-
posed a 99-year lease for possible business development.
Family members hope to ensure that the property is used
for purposes that are in keeping with the spirit of Miss
Kump’s will and the family tradition of public service.

(KUMP HOUSE - Continued on page 7)



PAWYV Salutes Hinton, West Virginia

City Is A New PRESERVE AMERICA Community

“Historic preservation is a wise
investment in the future, not a
cost for maintaining the past.
Communities and the nation
receive significant economic,
educational, and cultural bene-
fits, including heritage tourism,
in return for their preservation
efforts.”

Downtown Hinton is a Na-
tional Historic District and in-
cludes 200 buildings, most of
which represent American ar-
chitecture between the 1880s
and 1920s. The County Court-
house, completed in 1898, is
the district’s centerpiece. Other
noteworthy structures include
the 1907 Hotel McCreery and

The City of Hinton was
honored with designation as
a Preserve America Com-
munity during a ceremony
held in the Summers Me-
morial Building in downtown
Hinton on June 12th.

United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development Regional
Director John G. Bravacos
presented the certificate of
designation signed by First
Lady Laura Bush, Honorary
Chair of the Preserve Amer- e
ica initiative, announcing
the designation. Represen- -
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PAWYV Officers 2008

Robert Conte
Union — PRESIDENT
Jeremy Morris
Wheeling — VICE PRESIDENT
Susie Salisbury
Charleston — TREASURER
Christy Bailey
Beckley — SECRETARY

Board Members

Carol Appenzellar — Martinsburg Name Ml:r%vt\)/er
Henry Battle — Charleston
Phyllis Baxter — Elkins |:|
Todd Boggess — Princeton Street Address
Terri Cutright — Morgantown Renewal

Mike Gioulis — Sutton
Cris Green — Clarksburg
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Join, Renew, or Donate "7
TODAY! g

Fill out, clip, and send this form to: PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF WEST VIRGINIA

PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333-3371

[]

Paul Lindquist — Lewisburg City/State/Zip
Michael Mills — Fairmont
Duke Talbott — Elkins -
Barbara Rasmussen — Morgantown Phone E—Mail
Ex Officio Annual Memberships: Membership $
Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR — ps: Payment
Susan Pierce — WV SHPO r Individual = $25
Monica Miller — Main Street WV Family = $40 Additional  $
Nell Ziehl — NTHP | Professional = $50 Donation
Staff ! Call 304—345-6005 for credit TotaL P
Karen Carper — Executive Director I card payment, or to learn about Enclosed
Martha Ballman — WVCHD Program Coordinator " other ways you can contribute. Th ank YOUI
Connie McColley — MI/GI WV Program Specialist 1 -

(BELLE VUE - Continued from page 1)
and the Road Ahead,” to be held November 6-8 in Oak Hill.

The presentation also included a brief history of Belle Vue
provided by Gay Henderson. Although some sources date the

(KUMP HOUSE - Continued from page 1)

Scott Kump. Mrs. Burford remembers the days when her grandparents kept a garden
and farm animals on the place. She was just a baby when Franklin and Eleanor Roo-
sevelt visited the Kump House during the 1930s.

"The Kump House is a real landmark in Elkins and for all of West Virginia. We will
certainly need the help of the Preservation Alliance," Hazel Burford said.

When the house was first built, the Kumps had six children of their own, and they
took in several of their nieces and nephews. The 10 bedroom house was home to an
active family for its first twenty-five years. When Edna Kump died after a long illness,
Gov. Kump was alone in the large house that was hard to heat. After he died in 1962,
the house was never fully heated through the winter again. Mary Gamble Kump, the
unmarried daughter, taught in military dependent schools all over the world and re-
turned to the home place each summer. After she retired, she lived without heat in
the house and struggled to maintain it.

The Kump House was put on the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. The
nomination states that Washington, D.C., architect Clarence L. Harding designed the
Neo-Federal Revival house with Neo-Georgian Revival elements. Contractor T.R.
Whiteman completed the project in 1925. His son, Ernest Whiteman, described it as

“one of the largest, finest and most modern residences in the city.” The brown
battleship linoleum still covers the kitchen floor, and most of the original furniture
remains in the house.

Herman Guy Kump was the 19th governor of West Virginia taking office in the
darkest days of the Great Depression. During the New Deal era, Kump was credited
with giving West Virginia better schools and better roads, but many remembered him
for the first sales tax. In 1962 “The Fairmont Times” obituary for H.G. Kump stated:
“People called it ‘Kump’s penny.’ West Virginia's chief executive never attempted to
shirk the blame.” In this time with a record breaking national deficit, it might be wise to
learn from a politician who was willing to take the blame for necessary taxation and

home to 1730, Henderson said her family believes it was con-
structed around 1750. “It was built by Col. Joseph Van
Swearingen while he was in the House of Burgesses in Char-
lottesville,” she said. “Henry Shepherd Il bought it as a wedding
gift for his bride, Mary Reinhart, who was my great grandmother.”
The structure’s exterior, built originally of stone with several brick
additions, shows the many different versions of the house through
the years, Gay Henderson said. The portico and columns, added
in the 1920s, drastically changed the home’s appearance from
that of a rambling farmhouse to a country estate.
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AND THE
ROAD AHEAD

PAWYV Conference
6-9 November, 2008
Oak Hill, wVv

Return Service Requested

Oak Hill 2008: Preservation
In A Time of Transition

Preservation Alliance is proud to present “Roots, Realities and the Road Ahead:
Preservation in the 21st Century.” Sponsored in part by the State Historic
Preservation Office, the statewide historic preservation conference will be held in
partnership with the National Coal Heritage Area Nov. 6-8 in Oak Hill.

“Oak Hill is in the heart of coal country and draws our attention to one of the
most important themes in the state’s history—the development of the coal
industry,” said PAWV President Dr. Robert Conte. Conte said the conference will
have something for everyone, “from the mildly curious to the seasoned historic
preservation trooper. This is the conference that will appeal to all the varied
interests that preservationists find compelling: conceptual issues, organizing
strategies, hands-on workshops, ‘green’ concerns, economic development, as well
as tours of some of West Virginia’s most attractive historic areas.”

Fayetteville’s Historic District will be featured during a walking tour and
reception sponsored by the New River and Fayetteville Convention & Visitors
Bureaus. A mobile workshop conducted by National Park Service staff will show
coal town interpretive projects at Thurmond and Glen Jean. The conference will
close with a tour of Ansted and Civilian Conservation Corps sites at Hawk's Nest
State Park.

A variety of educational sessions and workshops will be presented in the three
conference tracks: Cultural Heritage Development (CHD), Preservation Leadership
(PL) and Preservation Trades (PT). For more information or to register for “Roots,
Realities and the Road Ahead,” see the conference insert in this issue, visit
www.pawv.org or call 304-345-6005.

See Special Conference Insert In This Issue!
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“Kit Home”” Survey Begins

The Kanawha Valley Historical & Preservation Society, in
partnership with the Charleston Historical Landmarks
Commission, has embarked on a quest to identify, record and
map the area’s “Catalog Houses—those residences Sears,
Aladdin and other manufacturers sold by mail and delivered by
rail in the period from 1907 to about 1960.

These homes are significant in social history, in part
reflecting the rise of the working class into middle-class home
ownership. Catalog or “kit homes” are generally found where
there was residential growth based on industry, especially in
the 1920s. This description certainly fits much of West Virginia.
Preliminary surveys have located nearly 100 in the Beckley
and Charleston areas.

KVH&PS plans a modestly priced workshop, lecture and
trolley tour of the best examples of Charleston area kit homes
this fall on the weekend of Oct. 25-26. A nationally recognized
authority, Rosemary Thornton, will preside. Going by the
insights and excitement she provided during her brief visit in
June, it promises to be an unusually interesting and worthwhile
event introducing a relatively overlooked part of West
Virginia’s industrial heritage.

All are invited to participate in the hope that such projects
will take shape statewide. For more information, pass your
contact information to the Kanawha Valley Historical &
Preservation Society at P.O. Box 2283, Charleston, WV
25328; 304-342-7676 or hbattlel@verizon.net. Details will be
sent as they are finalized.



