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Representatives from agencies
and organizations around the state
as well as several dedicated
individuals met on September 5th to
address cultural heritage
development in West Virginia. The
objective was to help prevent
duplication of efforts, maximize the
impact of projects and use of
resources, and enhance the efforts

of all those working in the state on
cultural heritage development.

Each of the nearly 50 panel
members selected one of four areas
of interest to address in break-out
sessions. The four sessions were
“The Big Picture-Shaping Policy and
Visioning,” “Historic Downtowns and
Small Towns,” “Made In Grown In

(PANEL Continued on page 2)

Morgantown: “Distinctive Destination”
National Trust Selects West Virginia Town For Honor

The National Trust for Historic Preservation has
named Morgantown to its 2007 list of America’s Dozen
Distinctive Destinations, an annual list of unique and
lovingly preserved communities in the United States.
Morgantown was selected from 63 destinations in 27
states that were
nominated by
individuals,
preservation
organizations and
local communities.

“Morgantown
offers a wealth of
pleasant surprises,”
said NTHP President
Richard Moe. “Visitors are
first struck by the energy of
this vibrant college town,
but they soon realize
that—given the city’s
absorbing history, splendid
architecture and exquisite
setting—there’s much
more to Morgantown than
meets the eye.”

A number of factors,
from the city’s present day
offerings to its place in
state history as well as
commitment to historic
preservation, influenced
the Trust’s selection.

Morgantown is home to
one of the nation’s top
research centers, West
Virginia University, and some of the most magnificent
mountain scenery imaginable.

Incorporated in 1785 by Colonel Zackquill Morgan, a
member of the “first family of West Virginia,” the town

quickly took off when it became a popular way station
for westward-bound pioneers in need of supplies. The
discovery of iron in 1789 put Morgantown on the map,
and by the early 19th century, the town boasted forty
homes and five taverns.

Today, the city’s well preserved and charming
downtown is a step back in time, with upscale shops

and restaurants now
occupying the buildings
constructed by early
settlers.

Morgantown is a
member of the National
Trust Main Street Center
Program. Notable sites
include the "Old Stone
House," thought to be the
oldest surviving stone
house in Monongalia
County; the 1907 Queen
Anne-style Garlow House;
and the neoclassical 1915
Old Morgantown Post
Office, now home to the
Monongalia Arts Center.

Terri Cutright is
executive director of Main
Street Morgantown. “The
goal in achieving this
designation and others is
always economic
development,” Cutright
said. “The Dozen
Distinctive Destination
designation has allowed

Morgantown to get up on heritage tourists’ radar
screens which means more travelers staying in our
hotels, eating in our restaurants and spending more

(DISTINCTION Continued on page 2)

Panel Seeks Coordinated Effort
Cultural Heritage Development Advisory Panel Meets

WVCHD ADVISORY PANEL

Next Meeting
Wed, Nov 14
2:00—4:00pm

Stonewall Resort
& Conference Center

ROANOKE, WV

Access to miles of scenic trails north and south begins in
Morgantown’s own Hazel Ruby McQuain Riverfront Park



money in Morgantown.”
In the early 20th century, the Seneca Glass

Company played a significant role in Greater
Morgantown’s economic development, and
today the company’s building houses upscale
shopping and the Riverfront Museum with
displays devoted to the area’s glass and crystal
industry.

Today, the town boasts a paved waterfront
rail-trail popular with bikers and runners, an
amphitheater and two restored theaters: the
storied 1924 Metropolitan, said to be West

Virginia’s most beautiful playhouse, and the
1931 landmark Art Deco Warner. Outdoors
enthusiasts won’t want to miss a guided kayak
tour on the serene Monongahela River, a hike
on the Allegheny Trail or a thrilling ride on the
Cheat River rapids.

This is the eighth time the NTHP has
announced a list of Dozen Distinctive
Destinations. To date, there are 96 destinations
located in 41 states throughout the country.

In each community, residents have taken
forceful action to protect their town’s character
and sense of place. Whether by enacting a

local preservation law to
protect historic buildings
against demolition,
rewriting zoning codes to
prevent commercial sprawl,
removing regulatory
barriers to downtown
housing, making downtown
areas more walkable,
enacting design standards,
or taking some other major
step that demonstrates a
strong commitment to their
town, residents have
worked hard to preserve
the historic and scenic
assets of their
communities, with rewards
that transcend town limits.

Morgantown shares the
honor of this 2007 listing
with 11 other destinations,

including Charlottesville, Va; Chatham, Mass;
Chestertown, Md; Durango, Colo; Ellensburg,
Wash; Hillsborough, N.C; Little Rock, Ark;
Mineral Point, Wis; Providence, R.I; West
Hollywood, Calif. and Woodstock, Ill.

To see a complete list of selected
destinations, visit:

www.nationaltrust.org

(DISTINCTION Continued from page 1)

The Heritage Committee of the First Presby-
terian Church, in partnership with Kanawha
United Presbyterian Church and The Religious
Archivists of the Greater Kanawha Valley, is
presenting a free, two-session workshop on
“Archives: Preserving Congrega-
tional History” in Charleston.

For archivists and historians of
every faith, the workshop will be
conducted by Margery Sly, certi-
fied archivist and deputy director of
the Presbyterian Historical Society
in Philadelphia, Pa. The sessions will be
held successively at the two sponsoring
churches.

“Managing Congregation Records” or “What
are we going to do with this stuff?” will be held

at Kanawha United Presbyterian Church on
Nov. 15 from 6 to 9 p.m. KUPC is located at
1009 Virginia St., E.

First Presbyterian Church will host
“Preserving Congregation Records” or “OK, it’s

all organized, now what?” on Nov. 17
from 9 a.m. until noon. The session will
be held in the church’s Activities Building
at 16 Leon Sullivan Way.

Light refreshments will be served at
both workshops, which are open to all at
no charge, due in part to generous sup-

port from the West Virginia Humanities Council.
Pre-registration is essential. Call or drop a

note to either church, or contact Betty Dame-
wood at (304) 346-4417 or

bdamewood@suddenlink.net.
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Religious Archives Workshops
Coming In November

West Virginia,” and “Thematic West
Virginia Cultural Heritage Destinations.”

Those in the Big Picture-Shaping Policy
and Visioning group discussed the need for
greater collaboration and communication
among organizations and individuals to
shape the cultural heritage development
message. Group members identified the
need for a legislative “champion” to take
the message to policy-makers.

Participants of Historic Downtowns and
Small Towns discussed how to strengthen
downtowns and other commercial centers
so that these existing places and ongoing
investments grow as an asset for economic
development strategies.

The Made In Grown In West Virginia
group discussed ways to assist “West
Virginia made” entrepreneurs, especially in
the areas of crafts, specialty foods, music
and tourism-related products and services

Thematic West Virginia Cultural Heritage
Destinations was the most popular
session. Participants talked about working
with existing and developing new multi-
county experiences via the support and
creation of state and national heritage
areas, trails, clustering of experiences, and
thematic tourism products. Discussion also
included developing stronger attractions
via improved interpretation techniques,
infrastructure improvements, interlinking
promotions and sustainable organizations.

The Advisory Panel will help coordinate
the diverse efforts in the field of Cultural
Heritage Development through outreach,
sharing information and networking. Panel
members can also help structure thematic
and geographic programs as well as
provide technical assistance and facilitation
when needed. This will maximize the
effectiveness for all participating groups.

To learn more about the Advisory Panel
including a list of attendees and the notes
form each discussion group, visit:

www.pawv.org

(PANEL Continued from page 1)

Morgantown’s preserved Art Deco masterpiece, the Warner Theatre.
Local regard for historic structures has helped earn the town its

listing as a “Distinctive Destination.”
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By Joy Stalnaker
On Sept. 17 title to the 306.84 acres that

includes the National Landmark Weston State
Hospital was transferred to Morgantown
businessman and West Virginia native Joe
Jordan. Jordan had the winning bid of $1.5
million for the property during an auction on the
Lewis County courthouse steps Aug. 29.

Following the auction, a reporter asked
Jordan why he purchased
the former mental hospital.
His first response was,
“Stupidity,” and his second
response, “I always wanted
to own a stone building.”
The 242,000 sq. ft.
structure is the largest
hand-cut blue sandstone
building in America and
possibly in the entire world.

Anthony Jordan, the
owner’s son, is the “front
person” for the project.
During a press conference
and meet-and-greet
sandwich luncheon held at the former hospital
on Sept. 19, A. Jordan, said, “We are not going
to tear down the old stone building, now or
ever. We don’t want to sell the property. This is
something that will be passed down from
generation to generation in our family.”

Built in the 1850s, the building is the only one
for which West Virginia paid war reparations to
Virginia after the Civil War. The hospital and
surrounding structures were vacated in 1994
when the William R. Sharpe Jr. Hospital
opened about a mile down the road. Since then
the site, formerly known as the Trans-Allegheny
Asylum for the Insane, has appeared on
numerous Endangered Sites Lists, including a
number of years on the Preservation Alliance of
West Virginia list.

A federal “Save America’s Treasures” grant
was awarded in 2000 to study and stabilize the
structure. About $500,000 of the $1.5 million
award was expended before the State of West
Virginia determined to return the grant and sell

the property. Three

cemeteries located on the property are the final
resting place for about three thousand patients.
These burial grounds were reserved by the
state and will be maintained by them in
perpetuity.

Jordan said every roof on every building in
the hospital complex is bad and needs
attention. Before winter the Jordans plan to
“band-aid” the roofs, including the clock tower.
A crane to facilitate that work was moved to the

property on Sept. 20. Repair work to the roof as
well as the most northern stone wall of the main
building will begin in early October. The
Jordans are using blueprints and other
documents from the SAT grant provided by the
Weston Hospital Task Force.

The new owners have not determined an
exact development plan for the property. They
have considered, among other things,
establishing hotels in the massive stone
building and another very large red brick
structure, and building a casino behind the
property. This re-use would be in keeping with
a positive 2004 vote by Lewis County residents
that would allow in-house gambling on the
hospital property.

Other ideas include a rental property, a
college and a military school. “There are a lot of
different ideas that have come in. Ultimately,
we’d like to have something that’s beneficial to
the city, county and the state, but those options
are limited. We don’t have a strong economic
base to support a lot of those options,” A.

Jordan said.
Public reaction to the Jordans’ purchase has

generally been positive. People particularly like
the family’s willingness for the community to
use the front lawn of the property for activities
like youth soccer, family picnics and festivals.
While there are some nay-sayers—particularly
those who react to the owners’ thoughts of
creating a casino—the community is hopeful
that development on the property will jump start

Lewis County’s lagging
economy.

Meanwhile, the Jordans,
with help from the Lewis
County Economic
Development Authority, the
Lewis County Chamber of
Commerce, the Weston
Historic Landmark

Commission and
Preservation Alliance of
West Virginia, search
for grant dollars and/or
investors to assist with
the monumental task of
restoration.

While the Jordans are
the owners, most West
Virginians, particularly
those in Central West

Virginia, feel an ownership for the building and
the property. The one comment heard
throughout the sale process has been, “I sure
hope they don’t tear down the building. It
symbolizes who we are.”

Various themes for the developing project
have been suggested, including “Celebrate
West Virginia’s Greatest Treasure,” “Built by
Mountaineers; Saved by Mountaineers;” and
“For Mountaineers, Forever. Are you a
Mountaineer?” For more information, visit the
new Web site:

www.thewestonstatehospital.com.

Joy Stalnaker is a local historian and
long-time volunteer involved with

preservation of the historic
Weston State Hospital.

Hospital photo courtesy of Tim Kiser

The Weston Historic Landmark Commission and
the new owners of the former Weston State Hospi-

tal are holding a Fall Fest on the grounds Oct. 26-28.
The event will be free to the public; however, some
vendors may charge for entertainment such as inflat-
able rides for kiddies, carriage rides on the grounds,
and other features of a similar kind.

Those interested in participating in the festival as a vendor may contact the
festival committee at the new Web site www.thewestonstatehospital.com or by
calling the Lewis County Chamber of Commerce at 304-269-2608, for an
application. The registration fee for vendors is $25. The fee will help defray
festival costs.

Haunted hayrides will be given Oct. 19 and 20 and Oct. 26-31 and a limited
number of interior tours will be offered Oct. 26-28.

Weston State Hospital: Safe At Last?
New Owner Is Seeking Means to Assure Preservation & Restoration

Anthony Jordan
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By Dvon Duncan
On October 1, the town of Mullens placed the

first of 28 plaques on historic buildings in the
downtown area. These plaques display the

name of the building, the
year it was erected and a
brief anecdote about its
history. The plaques also
display a number that
corresponds to those in a
brochure designed to pro-
vide more detailed infor-
mation. The dogwood

flower on each plaque and in the brochure
represents Mullens, the Dogwood City.

The project was overseen by the Rural Appa-

lachian Improvement League (RAIL). This or-
ganization worked with local historian, Jack
Feller, to provide the research, documentation,
and historic photos. Funding and technical
assistance was provided in part by the Preser-
vation Alliance of West Virginia. PAWV’s mini-

grant program is funded by a grant from the
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation.

During the next few weeks the plaques will
all be placed on the remaining buildings and the
walking tour brochures will be available at the
Mullens Opportunity Center and in the nearby
shops and visitor centers.

RAIL planners hope this will not only be an
additional asset for tourists, but will also help
the residents in Mullens and nearby to better
understand and appreciate the rich history of
the area. They also hope it will encourage more
walking and better health for the community.

A native of the area, Dvon Duncan
returned to Mullens to become
the executive director of RAIL.

Mullens, pictured here in 1914, was pioneered in the late 1800s and incorporated in 1912. The first railroad reached the city in 1906.
A great fire destroyed much of downtown Mullens in 1919. A catastrophic flood placed much of the city underwater on July 8, 2001.

Mullens Unveils Historic Downtown Walking Trail

Mullens Today

The Dogwood Trail

Historic Walking Tour of Kingwood Tells Story
Main Street Kingwood collaborated with the

local radio station, volunteers and residents to
create an audio walking tour as part of the
“Stepping Stone on History” project. A walking
tour brochure had been created earlier; this tour
incorporated the restorations and renovations
of the buildings in the original tour and gives a
voice to the history of Kingwood.

Kingwood, with a population of 3,400, is the
county seat of Preston County. The site was
once a forest owned by two pioneer settlers,

John Miller and Hugh Morgan. It was traversed
by the “Old State Road,” a wagon road leading
from Winchester, Virginia, to Morgantown and
Clarksburg. A grove of large trees known as the
“king wood” stood at what is now the
Courthouse Square. In 1797 Miller and Morgan
laid off a town site in “quarter and half-quarter
lots” and named the new town Kingwood in
honor of the noble grove of trees.

Today, Kingwood holds one of the most
interesting historic districts of any town in West

Virginia. This was recognized in 1995 when the
Kingwood Historic District, an area of almost 8
acres which includes 103 structures, was
named to the National Register of Historic
Places. Kingwood retains its likeness to a “New
England village of the older type.” The country
charm, restful quality of life, attractive scenery
and cool healthy air along with “neighborly”
residents and a low crime rate represent what
is best about small town America. When you
visit Kingwood we encourage to take the audio
walking tour.

PAWV Mini-grants Are
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by Jeanne Mozier
Founded more than twenty years ago, the Museum of the Berkeley

Springs is a community facility devoted to interpreting the impact of the
famed warm mineral springs that give the museum and the town their
names. When a story is centerpiece of a museum rather than simply
collections of artifacts, there is an abundance of research and
information that simply cannot be put on the walls or in the exhibits.

For example, the six-panel exhibit of James Rumsey, 18th-
century steamboat inventor and Berkeley Springs resident
includes a couple dozen images, maps and perhaps 500
words of text. The exhibit manual that contains the “back
story” of what is displayed is more than 20 pages long. A
collection of essays, period documents, letters and extensive
bibliography add another 100 pages.

The Virtual Museum initiated through Cultural Tourism mini-
grants administered by the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia
and funded by the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation is one
way to make this wealth of information available on demand via a
museum Web site. Given the nature of the Internet, the museum exhibits
and supporting research are literally within reach of everyone on the
planet. No more would the museum be limited by its four walls or open
hours.

The basis for presenting the story of Berkeley Springs—the geology,
centuries of history and economics—is a timeline. That is the first

building block of the
Web site. The heart
of the physical
Museum is its dozen
or so exhibits, each
interpreting a
particular aspect of
the story. The exhibit
collection is the next
block of the Web
site. There is a list of

all the exhibits, each illustrated with a summary and image of its content.
Each exhibit is linked to the appropriate era of the timeline, putting the
pieces in context.

What sets the Virtual Museum apart from all the other Web sites that
are essentially digital brochures is organized access to all the

background research that went into creating the exhibit.
With the grant funding and time available, the Museum
of the Berkeley Springs was able to mount the in-depth

research for only one exhibit. James Rumsey, steamboat
inventor, was selected with research for the other exhibits to
be added in the future.

To build the research pages, every item, artifact and
image in the Rumsey exhibit was photographed and the

background information included as text to support it. So
that the inventor’s many patents could be examined by
students in detail, their images are set so a click doubles
their size.

Other information designed to benefit the museum is also on the site
including events and membership. Since the ultimate goal is to bring
people to Berkeley Springs so they can directly experience the springs
and historic spa town, crucial links were added to walking and driving
tours as well as the user-friendly pages of berkeleysprings.com with all a
visitor needs to know. Professionals built the Web site; Museum
volunteers photographed the exhibits and provided the information.

There is one more piece to the Virtual Museum: how to make the in -
depth information available to those visiting the museum in person, as
well as to the docents. A computer and Internet hook-up was needed.
The museum decided to go wireless, partnering with Travel Berkeley
Springs to establish a free hot spot that includes the museum, Berkeley
Springs State Park and most of Fairfax Street. Now anyone with a laptop
and an airport can surf the Web or send email to the world from George
Washington’s Bathtub. James Rumsey would have loved it.

Virtual Museum of Berkeley Springs Carries Community’s
Local History Out To The Entire Planet

The Beverly Thematic Walking Tour
brochure—Civil War Walking Tour Map of
Beverly, West Virginia—will be used to
enhance the visitor experience to the Beverly
Historic district. A research team of volunteers
and the executive director pulled together
research materials and images for the first
phase of the project to give the user of the
brochure an overview of the historic structures
still standing in the town of Beverly today.

Condensing all of the material found for each
structure was a difficult task. It took some time
to determine what was going to be the best
interpretation of each building and in the
shortest, yet most accurate and educational
context. Photographs, both historic and
modern, were selected to interpret the locations
depicted on the map. An in-house exhibit
designer created the map from an existing
district map with enhanced features to provide

a three-dimensional appearance to the once
flat, two-dimensional images previously used.

Funding from PAWV’s mini-grant program
has afforded Historic Beverly Preservation and
its partners the ability to provide a secondary
district walking tour focusing on the important
Civil War themes of the community, which will
thereby help to enhance the visitor experience
to the town.

Beverly Thematic Walking Tour Project Gathers Information

IF YOU GO…
Get walking tour information here:

Beverly: Historic Beverly Preservation
#4 Court Street 304-637-7424

Kingwood: Main Street Office 130 S.
Price St. 2nd Floor 304-329-2717
Mullens: Mullens Opportunity Center
300 Front Street 304-294-6226

Making A Difference!

Jeanne Mozier serves as secretary of the
Museum of Berkeley Springs and

helped to produce its new Web site.
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By Henry Battle
One Saturday last July, over 50 history buffs

gathered for a Symposium conducted by the
Marshall University Graduate College on
Charleston’s remarkable Glenwood Estate.
There were descriptions of the archaeological
and historical resources available, some
remarks on the role of the occupants in the
history of West Virginia and the
nation, guidance on how to use the
material in a grade school
classroom and a tour of the house.
The Symposium was the Graduate
College’s first introduction to the
public of the fascinating and
complicated history that the Estate
represents; more events are
planned as the adventure
progresses.

Continually lived in by four
generations of the same family from
its occupancy in 1852 until its final
transfer to the Graduate College in
1983, the amber-colored Glenwood
houses just about every letter,
photo, receipt, bank book, map,
drawing, poem
and publication
by or about its
inhabitants,
along with their
domestic
furnishings,
artifacts and
general detritus
of living.

This intact
property, with
house, grounds,
dependency
and a large and
as yet unexploited
archive, presents an unparalleled opportunity
for the exploration of the history of the
Kanawha Valley, West Virginia and the nation.
Thankfully, Marshall University is a sympathetic
and well-qualified organization willing to lead
the effort.

Glenwood was constructed from 1850 to
1852 for James Madison Laidley (1809-1896).
Madison Laidley, as he was known, arrived in

Charleston as a young man, founded a
newspaper, studied law and invested heavily in
the burgeoning Kanawha Valley salt industry.
He represented the area in the Virginia
Legislature in 1848 and 1849.

In 1850 Laidley purchased 366 acres in
Kanawha County just west of the mouth of the
Elk River; a bottom-land farm reaching from the

Kanawha River northward
to the ridges overlooking
what is now Charleston’s
west side. William Preston,
an English-born builder and
stone mason, completed for
Laidley the home he called
Glenwood on a prominence
above his valley farm.

Made of locally-fired
brick, the home is a two-
story, gable-roofed residence

in the vernacular Greek Revival style. To the
rear (north) of the main house is a gable-
roofed, two-story, single-pile brick building now
confirmed as slave or servant quarters and
kitchen.

James Madison Laidley and his family lived
at Glenwood until 1857, when “business
entanglements” no doubt related to the decline

of the Kanawha Valley salt industry
necessitated the sale of the entire 366 acre
Glenwood state to Laidley’s first-cousin,
Amacetta (1818-1867), and her husband
George W. Summers (1804-1868).

Summers was a member of a prominent
western Virginia family, and in the three
decades leading to the Civil War was elected to

several sessions
of the Virginia
Legislature and
the U.S. House of
Representatives.
He was elected to
a six year term as
Judge in 1852 and
from then on was
referred to as
“Judge” in many of
the documents
that survive. At the
Virginia
Convention of
1850, he won
acclaim in
representing the
views of western
Virginians in

opposition to the
planter-dominated

Tidewater Virginia. He was generally
considered to be an abolitionist, though he
owned slaves (there are several Bills of Sale for
“Negros” in the archive). While living at
Glenwood, Summers participated in the
Washington Peace Conference of 1861, in a
last attempt to avoid the imminent dissolution of
the union. He later voted against secession.
Summers and his Estate indeed reflect the
complex intersection of North and South so
common at the time in western Virginia.

During and immediately after the Civil War,
Judge Summers continued his legal practice
while managing his farm. He did no military
service, but lost his name-sake son George L.
Summers (1847-1863) at 15 – he had run off to
the war and died not in combat, but of “camp
fever.” Upon the Judge’s death in 1868,
Glenwood and the surrounding farm passed to
Lewis Summers II (1843-1928), his and wife
Amacetta’s only surviving child (of six).

Preserved In Amber
Charleston’s Glenwood Estate Retains Generations of Living

A two-story back porch provided living
space sheltered from sun and rain.

Home to related families for more than 150 years.



WV Geography Made Easy
With 55 counties and thousands of cities and towns – many of which are named

after the same founders – West Virginia geography can sometimes get confusing. But it's
simple if you just memorize the following few exceptions:

♦Barboursville isn't in Barbour County; it's in Cabell County.
♦Jacksonville isn't in Jackson County; it's in Wetzel County.
♦Mingo isn't in Mingo County; it's in Randolph County.
♦Woodville isn't in Wood County; it's in Lincoln County.
♦Jefferson isn't in Jefferson County; it's in Kanawha County.
♦Grantsville isn't in Grant County; it's the county seat of Calhoun County.
♦Lewisburg isn't in Lewis County; it's the county seat of Greenbrier County.
♦Summersville isn't in Summers County; it's the county seat of Nicholas County.
♦Berkeley Springs isn't in Berkeley County; it's the county seat of Morgan County.
♦Morgantown isn't in Morgan County; it's the county seat of Monongalia County.
♦and Mononga isn't in Monongalia County; it's in Marion County.

And then there are "the Four M's" – the traditional southern coal-producing counties
(Mingo, McDowell, Mercer and Monroe) – the "mineral" counties. But Mineral County isn't
one of them – it's all the way up in the Eastern Panhandle…

Reprinted From:
Up and Down the Valley
Newsletter of the Kanawha Valley Historical & Preservation Society, Summer 2007
John Wehrle, Editor
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Again reflecting the context of his era, Lewis
moved away from agriculture and gradually
sold all but the two acres surrounding the
house to developers, thus urbanizing a large
part of the western side of Charleston.

Lewis’ daughter Elizabeth W. Summers
(1870-1950) married Russell Greenhowe
Quarrier (1868-1937), joining her family with
another prominent area family. Influential
members (think Summers County) of the
Laidley-Summers-Quarrier family continued to
reside in and around Kanawha County, giving
their three family names to three of the central
streets in downtown Charleston. Finally, in
1978 Lucy Summers Quarrier (1895-1983),
George W. Summer’s maiden great-
granddaughter, deeded the house and grounds
to the West Virginia College of Graduate
Studies Foundation (now Marshall University
Graduate College), retaining a life estate. She
died in 1983, ending an amazing 151 years of
occupancy by close relatives.

Glenwood’s exterior is as originally built, with
exception of the odd-to-our-eyes brown paint
applied to the red brick around 1900, which has
mellowed to an appropriate dark amber color.
Inside, 151 years have brought closets,
bathrooms, a furnace and a “modern” kitchen
dating to 1954 and more recently air
conditioning and a separate small apartment on
the second floor. The house remains fully
furnished, with a significant number of original
pieces. The extensive collection of documents,
artifacts, images, etc. comes to 6,604 items and
counting, and has been generally cataloged
into about 777 related groups. The dates as so
far determined range from a 1740 Land Grant
to John Summers, Sr., a 1784 Medical
Certificate for Dr. James Greenhowe (a
Quarrier antecedent), slave Bills of Sale dated
from 1826 through 1861, on down to a

Charleston
newspaper article on
Glenwood from 1981.
There’s even a “Dear
John” letter.

A professional
career’s worth of
history remains to be
uncovered, assessed
and interpreted at the
Glenwood Estate, and
we can look forward
to the unique
knowledge and
enjoyment certain to
emerge as the amber
encasing Glenwood
melts away. Follow

the work and look for an invitation to the next
public activity about Glenwood at:
www.marshall.edu/gsepd/humn/GlenwoodProject

Henry Battle is President of the Kanawha
Valley Historical & Preservation Society

Photographs courtesy of the author
and Luke Eric Lassiter, Ph.D.

“The Quarters,” still standing on the grounds of the estate,
played a role in the antebellum history of the family.

Create West Virginia
Conference Coming

Up In November
A conference dedicated to nurturing and

expanding the state’s creative community
will be held November 12-14 at Stonewall
Resort in Roanoke, near Weston.

The Create West Virginia Conference is
co-sponsored by the Creative Communities
Working Group of A Vision Shared and the
Industry of Culture network.

Representatives of government, educa-
tion, business, and cultural organizations
as well as individuals are invited to attend.
Conference sessions will focus on how to
improve the climate for growing and at-
tracting talent required for success in a
knowledge-based economy.

For more information, conference rates
and registration, visit:

www.createwv.com
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PAWV Officers 2007
Robert Conte

Union — PRESIDENT

Jeremy Morris
Wheeling — VICE PRESIDENT

Susie Salisbury
Charleston — TREASURER

Christy Bailey
Beckley — SECRETARY

Board Members
Carol Appenzellar - Martinsburg

Henry Battle - Charleston
Phyllis Baxter - Elkins

Todd Boggess - Princeton
Terri Cutright - Morgantown

Mike Gioulis - Sutton
Cris Green - Clarksburg

Paul Lindquist - Lewisburg
Michael Mills - Fairmont

Duke Talbott - Elkins
Barbara Rasmussen - Morgantown

Ex Officio
Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR

Susan Pierce — WV SHPO
Monica Miller — Main Street WV

Nell Ziehl — NTHP

Staff
Karen Carper - Executive Director

Martha Ballman - WVCHD Program Coordinator
Mike Sizemore - VISTA

Fill out, clip, and send this form to: PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF WEST VIRGINIA
PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333-3371
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“Mail It TODAY!”

Thank You!

City/State/Zip

Name

Street Address

Phone E-Mail

Annual Memberships:
Individual = $25

Family = $40
Professional = $50

Call 304-345-6005 for credit
card payment, or to learn about
other ways you can contribute.

Membership

Donation

TOTAL

Return Service Requested


