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Preservation Alliance of West Virginia has announced the 
award of nearly  $90,000 in mini-grants to promote heritage 
tourism business development in communities throughout 

West Virginia.  

Six teen projects were awarded from $2,000 to $7,200 for a 
total of $89,820 in April. The grant program, funded by the 
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation, is part of PAWV’s 

Cultural Heritage Tourism Development Program.  
“The projects that were selected represent regions from 

around the entire s tate and consis t of many exciting and 
innovative strategies for heritage tourism business 
development,” said CHTD Program Associate Martha Ballman. 

Ballman will track projects and prov ide technical assis tance to 

communities during the 18-month grant period. 
To qualify  for funding, projects fell into one or more 

categories including entrepreneurship training or mentoring, 
business recruitment or expansion, improv ing cultural heritage 
business offerings and presentation, and promoting products 

made and grown in West Virginia.  
Non-profit and community  groups, governments or 

governmental commissions and tourism businesses working in 
partnership with non-profit organizations were eligible for the 

grant awards.  

(MINIGRANTS Continued on page 2) 

One Step Forward, Two Steps Back 
The Old Brick Church 

The Monroe County Historic Society  
had made a lot of progress toward 
restoring the charming li ttle church. A 
landmark in the heart of Union since the 
mid-1800s, it 
would be used 
as a 
community  
building—a 
gathering 
place for 
meetings, 
classes, 
concerts and 

plays. 
Known over 

the years as 
the Firs t 
Baptis t 
Church, the 
Black Baptis t 
Church and 
simply  the Old 
Brick Church, 
the building 
and its 
remarkable period interior had surv ived 
in a largely  original and unaltered 

condition for more than 150 years. 

The group had replaced the soffits 
and facia boards and was working to 
raise funds for interior work when 

tragedy struck in Apri l of 2006.  
A mighty  storm swept over the area 

with tornado force winds toppling trees 
and damaging many structures, including 
the li ttle church. The storm took off the 
top of the building, including timbers, roof 
and s teeple as well as the front gable 
and part of the brick wall at the back. On 

the inside, water damaged the plaster.   
The community  was in shock, 

according to MCHS President Mary 
Pearl Compton. “Not only  was I 
devastated, but all of the historic society  
members, the entire community  and 

surrounding areas 
felt the same way,” 
she said. “It was a 
tragic loss for the 

whole region.”   
All of the money 
which had been 
raised for interior 
restoration—plus 
additional generous 
contributions from 
the community—
was used for 
emergency repairs, 
including a 

temporary roof. 
   With the building 

stabilized, the group turned once more 
toward restoration, now a monumental 

task.  
A $38,250 grant from the West 

Virginia Div ision of Culture & History  will 
cover a portion of the total restoration 
cost, Compton said. With a dollar for 
dollar match, the funds will pay for a 
permanent roof which will incorporate 
most of the temporary structure, plus 
both gable ends. “Right now we are 
intent upon not letting water get into the 
church,” Compton said. Original bricks 
will be used to rebuild the rear gable. 
The front gable—like the original—will be 

rebuilt with wood. 
Remaining restoration will cost 

upwards of $200,000. Future plans for 
outside work include repairing the front 
steps and columns, and repointing the 
masonry. Interior projects such as 
refurbishing the old pews, painting and 
cleaning will be next. A new heating 

system and 
handicap 
access ramps 
and facili ties 
must be 
installed 
before the 
building can be 
used for 
community  

functions.  
    Efforts to 
save the 
church began 
in 1997 when 
the property  
was deeded to 

the MCHS by the 
two remaining members of the 

congregation.  
(CHURCH Continued on page 2) 

Mini-grants Make a Difference 
The first in a series featuring mini-grant projects  

The old church before... 

… and after the storm. 



Page 2 PRESERVATION NEWS  

The selected projects are not only  diverse 
geographically , but also represent a broad variety  of 

heritage business ventures. 

Bustling Berkeley will be a book and gift shop with 
an his toric exhibit located on the 2nd floor of the 
Caperton S tation Office Suites—the restored former 
Berkeley Hotel (1848-1876)—in downtown 
Martinsburg. It is at the foot of Martin Street adjacent 

to the main line of the former B&O Railroad.  
The shop and exhibit are part of a much larger 

project also in development. Known as “For the Kids, 
by George,” it is an exhibit and education center 
along the Washington Heritage Trail, a National 

Scenic Byway.  

The Helvetia Cheese Company is rev italizing an 
age-old cheese-making custom as well as educating 
v isitors on local history . Touris ts can watch the 
cheese-making process and learn the history  of the 
old world Swiss settlers at the Cheese Haus. Project 
developers hope to share the benefit of increased 
v isits to the Cheese Haus with other shops, 
museums and businesses in the tiny Randolph 

County v illage. 
A Marlinton project will promote traditional hand 

woodworking skil ls as a heritage tourism destination 

activ ity . Pocahontas Woods, Inc. hopes to attract 
v isitors who want to learn woodworking techniques 
as well as those who want to purchase quality  
handmade furniture and 

other wood products. 
Five-day classes will 

be part of a week-long 
vacation package in 
Pocahontas County. 
Pocahontas Woods will 
partner with other local 
groups to offer a variety  
of activ ities such as 
traditional music and 
crafts, mountain bik ing or 

fly  fishing. 
Located just outside of 

Elkins on the Shavers 
Fork River, Water Gap 
Retreat seeks to share what is special about the 
area: its natural beauty, history , culture and creativ ity  

of i ts people.  

The retreat will offer a unique experience for 
v isitors by featuring the work of local artisans in the 
cabin and shelters and nourishing guests with locally  
grown produce and 
baked goods. A broad 
variety  of weekend 
workshops scheduled 
from spring to fall include 
cooking and gardening, 
crafts, creative writing, 
meditation, music, 
theater and stream 
ecology—just to name a 

few! 
Other projects 

receiv ing mini grant 
funding are the  
Appalachian Forest 
Heritage Area, Inc. for 
the Webster Cranberry  
Loop Tour, 
MountainMade 
Foundation for the 
Mountain-Made Farmer’s 
Market, the City  of Elkins 
for Cultural Heritage 
Signs, Greenbrier County 

Convention & Visitors Bureau for Greenbrier County 
Step On Guides and Adaland Mansion Development, 

Inc. for Cultural Heritage Mentorship Training. 

Also funded are the 
Midland Trail Scenic 
Highway Association for 
its Enrichment Program, 
Travel Beautiful 
Appalachia, Inc. for the 
Ashland Company Store, 
National Road Alliance of 
West Virginia, Inc. for a 
Workshop for Travel 
West Virginia Teachers, 
Preston County Arts 
Council for a Web site, 
the Town of Wardensville 

for Wardensville Visitor & 
Conference Center 

Enhancement and Mineral County Historical 

Foundation for Traveler’s Rest.  
For more information on PAWV’s Cultural 

Heritage Tourism Development Program, v isit 

www.pawv.org or call 304-345-6005. 

(MINIGRANTS Continued from page 1) 

Built in circa 1845, the Old Brick Church was organized prior to that date by 
the Rev. Chandler of Charlottesv ille. Following the Civ il War, the predominantly  
white congregation could not sustain the church and it was sold to African-

American members led by the Rev. Charles Campbell, an ex-slave.  
“After the Civ il War, things were in such disarray they could not afford to keep 

it and the whites sold it to the black community ,” said Compton. “Over the years, 

the black community  dwindled as people left the rural area to find jobs.”  
Finally , the congregation was reduced to only  two members—one of them 

was Campbell’s grand-daughter—who couldn’t keep up with maintenance and 
repairs. The two decided to place it in the hands of the his toric society . “They 
wanted to save it for future generations,” Compton said. After the property  
transfer was completed, MCHS made plans to restore the structure and make it 

available as a center for community  activ ities.  
Listed on the National Regis ter of Historic Places through the National 

Historic Dis tric t of Union as well as the Historic American Building Survey on 
record at the Library  of Congress, the church is an excellent example of 19th 
century Jeffersonian sty led Classical Revival architecture. It is attributed to the 
work of Will iam B. Phillips, a master builder and brick mason who worked under 
the superv ision of Thomas Jefferson during the early  construction of the 

University  of Virginia in Charlottesv ille. 
The deadline for raising the match to leverage grant funds is coming on fast, 

and MCHS is still a long way off from reaching its goal. “Contributions are 
welcome in any amount,” Compton said. For more information, contact MCHS at 

304-772-5786 or mchs@rdmcr.com. 

(CHURCH Continued from page 1) 

A minigrant project in Marlinton introduces students to 

working with native West Virginia woods. Here participants at 

Pocahontas Woods , Inc. learn to use one of many woodworking tools. 

Helvetia minigrant supports cheese-making craft. 

Restored Berkeley Hotel in Martinsburg will 

house heritage travel resources . 
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By Carol Appenzellar 

Morgan County lost a piece of its history  on Aug. 
8, 2006. During the early  morning hours, the 
courthouse which had served the county for nearly  a 
century went up in flames. This was the third 
courthouse and the second built on the northeast 
corner of Washington and East Fairfax Streets in 

Berkeley Springs. 
The fire call came in at 4:30 am. Local fire and 

rescue units as well as those from Western Mary land 
responded. Although the courthouse facade 
remained intact, the fire—blamed on faulty  wiring—
spread through the interior, including the county 
commission and new sheriff’s department offices. 
County records were moved to the Morgan County 
Rescue Squad building for temporary storage. The 
concrete vault surv ived, as did the clerk ’s office. The 
clock tower was taken down because the supporting 

brick walls were crumbling. 
The neo-c lassical structure was constructed of 

light colored pressed brick trimmed in rusticated 
sandstone. The entry  way was flanked by iconic 
capitals on pilasters. An extensive remodel of the 
mid-nineteenth century second courthouse, this third 
courthouse was dedicated on September 5, 1908 
and featured a bell tower with a clock. The 
courthouse complex with the wide landscaped 
boulevard in front was the economic and civ ic center 
of community  life in Berkeley Springs and Morgan 
County, established in 1820 from Berkeley and 

Hampshire counties.  
 Nearby town governments and private 

businesses donated food and prov ided discounted 
supplies during the clean-up. The state Supreme 

Court offered financial assistance in building a new 
fireproof vault and more immediate assis tance in 
pay ing for a security  fence around the county office 
trailers on Mercer Street as well as prov iding needed 

equipment to the Circuit Court Clerk’s office. 
Secretary  of State Betty  Ireland also offered help 

with the upcoming November 7th general election. 

A total loss by insurance standards, the structure 
was under-insured 
for replacement 
costs. John 
Douglas of the 
Morgan 
Messenger wrote 
on Aug. 18, 2006 
that the citizens ’ 
main fear was that 
a modern office 
building or hastily  
built structure 
would replace the 
courthouse due to 
inadequate 
funding. This type 
of s tructure would 
not fi t into the 
townscape that 
citizens knew and 

loved, he said.  
But officials 

have understood 
the his toric 
significance of 
Berkeley Springs in 
the design of the new courthouse. They have 
supported a replacement building that would have an 
historic look and the dignity  befitting a public 
government building. In considering future county 
growth, the new building will be larger to consolidate 

the annexes and additions that surv ived the fire. 
As the search for architects began, Douglas 

encouraged the county commissioners to involve the 
public in the design process. He said this would be 

the key to getting wide public support for the project. 
The bell tower and town clock were the main 
features that citizens wanted reflected in the new 

courthouse. 
By September, a 
number of 
architects had 
responded with 
design bids. 
Seventy people 
attended a public 
meeting held on 
Jan. 23, 2007. 
Comments and 
suggestions 
included the use 
of green building 
ideas and the 
importance of 
appropriate 
architecture to 
the downtown 
economy of 
Berkeley 

Springs.  
Silling and 
Associates of 

Charleston was 
awarded the 
contract. The firm 

presented plans for a 33,000 square foot, three-story  
traditional building at a cost of $11 to $12.7 million. 
The plans include a clock tower and yellow brick 
façade to incorporate aspects of the prev ious 
building most recognized by citizens. The original 

entranceway will be incorporated if possible. 
Gov. Manchin has made many suggestions for 

raising the $5 mil lion needed to build the new 
courthouse, including county and state bonds, a no-
interest s tate loan, and combining the county and 
local government offices. He also suggested looking 
into economic development funding from the state. 
To date the only  organizational funding has been 
$500,000 from the West Virginia Courthouse 
Facili ties Improvement Authority . The sale of some 
of the old yellow bricks generated around $15,000 

towards the new construction. 
The county commissioners voted to raise taxes for 

the county and town to finance the shortfall, against 
an out-pouring of protest. This issue fueled citizen 
debate over the extravagant design of the building, 
but commissioners felt that it was better to build a 
facility  that would meet the county ’s needs into the 

future.   
Demolition was under way by April 23, 2007. The 

courthouse site is across Washington Street from a 
block of late 19th century commercial buildings now 
housing gift and craft shops and eateries. It is 
diagonally  opposite Berkeley Springs State Park, 
which maintains the famous baths dating back to 

George Washington’s day.  

Morgan County Courthouse: Rising From The Ashes 

Before the fire.  
(Photo by Steve Shaluta – Provided courtesy Travel Berkeley Springs) 

After the fire.  
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By Joy Stalnaker 

One of West Virginia’s unique treasures is headed 
for the auction block! Some would say an auction is 

a fi tting end for a former mental hospital.  
Preservationis ts disagree; so did 

the U.S. Department of Interior when, 
in 2000, they awarded a three-quarter 
million dollar Save America’s 
Treasures Grant to study and stabilize 
the former Weston State Hospital, 
definitely  the largest hand-cut blue 
sandstone building in America, and 
certainly  in the Northern Hemisphere if 
not in the world.  of the West Virginia 
Department of Health and Human 
Resources, the building’s caretaker at 
the time. In the 2007 legislative 
session, lawmakers transferred 
ownership of the building and about 
300 acres surrounding it to WVDHHR 
and gave them permiss ion to sell i t. In 
late May, DHHR announced it would 
be sold at public auction on August 

29th. 
This Civ il War-era building and 

surrounding structures were vacated 
in 1994 when the William R. Sharpe 

Jr. Hospital opened about a mile down the road. 
Since then the site, formerly  known as the Trans-
Allegheny Asylum for the Insane, has appeared on 
numerous Endangered Sites Lis ts, including a 
number of years on the Preservation Alliance of 

West Virginia lis t.  
To DHHR’s credit, they made numerous attempts 

to find a suitable reuse in the public sector. From 
time to time, other governmental entities also looked 

at the site for possible reuse.  
    In 2000, with receipt of the SAT 
grant, a non-profit group, the 
Weston Hospital Revitalization 
Committee, was formed to work with 
the state to rehab the facil ity  and to 
find potentials users. For three 
years, the group of volunteers 
ranging in ages from 8 to 85, 
cleaned and painted and eventually  
opened a small portion of the main 
section of what they called “ The 

Grande Old Dame” for tours.  

    A gift shop was opened, special 
events were held on the grounds 
and the Mountaineer Mili tary  
Museum became a partner in the 
process by opening a display in two 
of the refurbished rooms. All funds 
received were poured back into the 

building.  

    However, in October 2004, just 
(WESTON Continued on page 5) 

Whither Weston State Hospital? 
Despite Long Preservation Struggle, The Future Remains Uncertain 

By Edward Dunleavy 

The site of one of the most important Civ il War battles fought in West Virginia 
is under siege. A significant part of the core of the site of the September 1862 
Battle of Shepherdstown (Boteler’s Ford) is threatened by a proposed 152-home 

development on 122 acres of the site.  

The battle is not well known because it began one day after the Battle of 
Antietam, the single bloodiest day in U.S. military  history . The Battle of 
Shepherdstown occurred over 600 acres, involved 9,000 troops, and resulted in 
640 casualties. It was the last battle of the Mary land Campaign which is 
generally  regarded as the turning point of the Civ il War. It is also significant 
because it resulted in the change of direction for the Army of Northern Virginia 

and a change in leadership of the Army of the Potomac. 
In October 2004, neighbors in a rural section of Jefferson County about 1 mile 

east of Shepherdstown were shocked by a sign announcing the application for a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to build a highly  dense development at Faraway 
Farm. Long term residents of the area remembered that a similar proposal was 
abandoned more than ten years earlier. Shortly  after, the neighbors formed the 
Shepherdstown Battlefield Preservation Association Inc. SBPA’s mission is to 
stop the proposed real estate development and protect the battlefield site from 

future incursions. 

Since his tory  plays no role in the county ’s zoning ordinance, SBPA opposed 
the development based solely  on its density . The county Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA) denied the permit as the development greatly  exceeded the 
density  of the rural neighborhood. While the Circuit Court upheld the BZA 
decision, in 2007, the developer filed a petition with the s tate Supreme Court to 

reverse the denial of the CUP. 
The West Virginia Supreme Court voted to accept and hear the developer’s 

petition. Two justices, Davis and Benjamin, voted to refuse the petition, while the 
other three voted to accept. The developer must submit a brief and then SPBA 
has 30 days to respond. SPBA’s attorney estimates that oral arguments will not 
be heard unti l late-autumn. A decision usually  occurs three to four months after 

oral arguments. 
Concurrently , SBPA focused on preserv ing the battlefield site. Support for 

SBPA was submitted by numerous his toric and governmental organizations. The 
West Virginia Div ision of Culture & History  v isited the site and found that it had 
retained sufficient physical integrity  necessary to be lis ted in the National 

Regis ter of Historic Places. 
SBPA has focused on preserv ing the location of the heaviest fighting, about 

300 acres. Conservation Easements have been obtained on 84 acres and the 
group is working with the Save Historic Antietam Foundation as that organization 
attempts to purchase 13 acres of the battlefield site. A grant of $112,500 has 

been obtained to help purchase land on the site. 
SBPA has also been working with the office of Senator Robert C. Byrd to 

establish a National Civ il War Battlefield Park. SBPA has about 130 members 
and has expended more than $60,000 to save and preserve the site. More 

details are available on the SBPA website, www.battleofshepherdstown.org. 

 —Editor’s note: U.S. Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) on June 15 introduced legislation 
requesting authorization of a National Park Service “Special Resources Study,” the first of 

many steps needed to include the site in the existing National Civil War Park. 

Development Pressure Surges 
Preservationists Race To Save BATTLE OF SHEPHERDSTOWN Site  



VOLUM E 14 ,  I SSUE 2  Page 5 

Some of the most historic stoplights in the country  
are s till in use in Elkins, and preservationists are 

working to keep them there. 
The city  had received $400,000 in funding from 

the state Div ision of Highways for upgrades, 
including replacement of the lights and poles, when 
the Elkins Historic Landmarks Commission asked for 
time to look into restoring the signals. The DOH will 
hold a public meeting in Elkins to discuss the subject 

July  16 at 10 a.m. at City  Hall.  
Elkins Mayor Judy Guye is very positive about the 

possibili ties, and hopeful that the downtown 
character can be preserved while improv ing traffic 
flow and safety .  “The DOH will bring examples of 
upgrades in other his toric downtowns such as 
Lewisburg to show us,” she said. It’s up to the 
community  to decide what is best, and Guye hopes 
the state will help offset the cost once the decision is 
made. “There’s a lot of good that might come out of 

this,” she said. 
The EHLC is waiting to see what the presentation 

will unveil while searching for possible alternative 
funding sources. EHLC President Ed Griesel said 
DOH officials had indicated that the lenses should be 
12-inch, but the his toric lights have 8-inch lenses. 
This and other issues will have to be resolved, 
Griesel said. “This is the starting point for 

negotiations.” 
EHLC has received technical support from Barrett 

Williams of St. Louis, Mo. Williams, founder and 
president of the American Streetscape Society , has 
advocated for restoring the signals since the early  
1990s. He noticed the lights while passing through 

Elkins on a ski trip to Canaan Valley in 1980.  
Williams prov ided background information on the 

stoplights. “Several of the city ’s old signals were 
manufactured by the W. S. Darley Co.,” he said. 
“These are by far the most revered and coveted old 

traffic signals by private collectors.”  
The William S. Darley Company opened in 

Chicago in 1908. Invented by Garrett Morgan of 
Paris, Ky., the firs t electric traffic signal was built in 
Cleveland in 1923. A few years later, the Darley Co. 
began manufacturing its trademark four-way cast-

aluminum traffic light.  
The firm produced this 

product from the late 
1920s unti l the early  
1960s, making few 
external modifications to 
it over the years. “It’s not 
easy for the casual 
observer to guess a 
Darley signal’s age,” 
Williams said, “but all 
Darleys are at least 45 
years old now and the 
vast majority  have 
attained federal his toric 
status of age 50 or 

more.”  
Williams believes the 

Darleys in Elkins were 
most likely  built in the 
1940s or early  1950s. 
“Sadly , there are very 
few of these classic lights 
left in serv ice anywhere. 
According to a national database, aside from Elkins, 
Darleys are controlling traffic today in only  five U. S. 
cities—one each in New York, Ohio, North Carolina, 

Georgia, and Florida.” 
  Elkins’ other four-way signals are not quite as old 

or precious as its Darleys, but are nonetheless rare 
and worth retaining. This entire class of traffic light—
four-way (east/west/north/south), 3-section 
(red/yellow/green), non-adjustable (fixed-face), 
aluminum (cast and non-cast)—has become 
extremely rare and examples ex ist today in only  a 
limited number of cities in roughly  15 states, Williams 
said. “Elkins is the only  city  in either of the Virginias 

with any of these signals,” he noted. 

 Traffic has exploded in the United States since 
Bill Darley introduced his humble four-way stoplight 
in the 1920s and demands on traffic-control dev ices 
have grown and changed over time. Williams said it’s 
important to keep in mind that the Darley signal’s 
body—the part of the traffic-control system that 
possesses the his torical significance to the Davis 
Avenue streetscape—has not been rendered 
obsolete by changing times. It is merely  a housing 

that holds the colored lenses.  
It is possible today to refurbish these old 

aluminum shells and retrofit them with s tate-of-the-
art electronics, such as LED lamps. This solution 
would allow Elkins to improve traffic flow downtown, 
while preserv ing a key element of the city ’s historic 
character and charm. “Incorporating these historic 
assets into a signal-upgrading scheme will not only  
benefit Elkins, but will also contribute to our national 

culture,” Williams noted. 
The Darley Co. is still in business in the Chicago 

suburb of Melrose Park and will celebrate its 
centennial next year. The company quit making 
stoplights around 1962 and today manufactures 

firefighting equipment, including fire trucks. R. C. 
Darley is a son of the founder and has worked at the 
company for 45 years. Griesel said the company is 

considering a donation to the Elkins project. 

Elkins Wants To Save Rare Old Traffic Lights 

The last Darley signal to be 
retired in Missouri. It regu-

lated traffic until the early 

1990s, when it was retired to 

a local museum. In this 
photo, the signal was being 

pre-pared for repainting. 

Note the visor located above 

each lens, and the distinctive 
“lip” attached to the visor 

that encircles the lens and 

fastens to the signal body by 

means of four equidistant 
screws. This is the easiest 

way to identify a Darley 

signal. 

three days before the biggest weekend event of 
the year, the group was booted from the hospital 
by the State Fire Marshal for safety  infractions. No 
grace period was granted and the building was 

permanently  closed.  

Election followed in November and with it, a 
new administration who determined that the best 
thing to do was sell the building. The SAT money 
was returned, minus about $500,000 which had 
been expended in s tudies and some repairs. Work 
was begun on the legislation to change ownership. 
The only  building for which West Virginia paid war 
reparations to Virginia after the Civ il War sat 
deserted. Only  the guards, some bats, and a 
groundhog or two would wander the grounds with 
the occasional citizen who passed through on the 

walkway going from Point A to Point B in Weston. 

During 2005 and 2006, local citizens were 
permitted to use the grounds in front of the 
hospital. This ceased in 2007, except for a 
priv ileged few. An antique car show was held 
there on a recent weekend. One wonders why 

them and not others. 
Now, the building is poised to be sold. Who will 

buy it? What will become of it? Wil l some 
corporation or indiv idual dig deep into their 
pockets and risk the $80-$90 million to rehab it? Is 
it slated to become a pile of rubble and the farm 

land turned into a housing development?  

 Only  time will tell. 

(WESTON Continued from page 4) 
 

Signal outside Elkins City Hall is still in daily service after half a century. 
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“Preservation Works” Conference Held in Wheeling 

Wheeling Mayor 

Nicholas A. 

Sparachane gives a 

warm welcome to 

conference 

participants as the 

conference opens 

May 18. 
America's last remaining cut nail factory, LaBelle Nailworks 

has been in continuous operation in Wheeling since 1852. 

Conference participants enjoy a tour of the facility, above. 

About 75 people participated in 
the various educational 

sessions, events and activities. 
Twenty of the 75 were from the 
local area while others came 

from all over the state. 

The response, according to 
participant evaluations, was 

overwhelmingly positive. The 
most popular session was 
“Lessons Learned from 
Revitalizing Industrial 

Landscapes.” Participants 
enjoyed the variety of 

interesting projects—large, 
small, urban, and rural—and 
speakers from the Wheeling 

area.   

They also appreciated meeting 
with legislators including Rep. 

Orphy Klempa, Rep. Tal 
Hutchins and Sen. Andy 

McKenzie, during the workshop, 
“Navigating the Public Policy 
Arena.” Comments included 

“knowledgeable presenter” and 
“do it again next time” (we hope 

to!). Other popular sessions 
included “Listening to Your 

Stories: Oral History Collection 
and Presentation” and “Tax 

Credits for You.” 

PAWV is so pleased to have 
presented such a quality 

program. This would not have 
been possible without the 
generous support of our 

sponsors.  

Participants take a walking tour of the Chapline Row Historic 

District, recognized as one of West Virginia's best collections of 

high-style Victorian architecture. Residents of the district have 

used both preservation grants and tax credits to repair and 

maintain their homes. 

Dr. David Javersak, Dean 

of Liberal Arts at West 

Liberty State College, 

provides historic context 

with a discussion of 

Wheeling’s place in the 

American industrial 

landscape during the 

opening plenary May 18 

at West Virginia 

Independence Hall.  

A variety of presenters share their expertise in a 

number of educational sessions, including 

industrial preservation lessons learned, advocacy , 

computer applications and tax credits , among 

others. Carrie and Michael Kline, left, discuss oral 

history collection and presentation.  

Wheeling offers conference 

participants outstanding examples 

of industrial heritage preservation 

and opportunities . At right, Rivers 

of Steel National Heritage Area 

President and CEO August Carlino 

of Pittsburgh presents the keynote, 

“Industrial Preservation in a New 

Economy,” at the Scottish Rite 

Cathedral auditorium May 19. 

Belmont’s Preservation Lab House (right); 

a view of the rear elevation showing the 

signs of previous preservation efforts, 

additions of years gone by, and on-

going student work.  Prominent in this 

photo is the large soffit on the main 

section of the house containing the 

built-in gutter system that was the 

subject of a featured article in a past 

issue of “Old House Journal”. 

John Smith (left), preservation craftsman 

with Alleghany Restoration and instructor 

at Belmont Technical College, shares the 

scope of his students’ hands-on work at 

the Preservation Lab House. John is 

standing in front of a small outbuilding, 

located behind the main house, that was 

saved from destruction by some local 

townsfolk and moved to the property. 
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Preservation Alliance of West Virginia at i ts May 
19 annual meeting elected new officers and board 
members to serve the organization for the 2007-8 

term. 
Membership approved the 

slate of officers presented by 
the board, including Robert 
Conte of Union as president; 
Jeremy Morris of Wheeling, 
v ice president and Christy  
Bailey of Beckley, secretary . 
Susie Salisbury of Charleston 
was 
re-elected for a second term  

as treasurer. 

As historian for The 
Greenbrier, Dr. Conte has been 
responsible for establishing and 
maintaining the resort’s archival 
materials as well as curator of 
the President’s Cottage 
Museum since 1978. He is the 
only  full-time professional 
historian employed by a hotel or 

resort in the United States.  
The History of The Greenbrier, America’s Resort, 

Conte’s comprehensive chronic le of the resort’s 

history , was first published in 1990. A rev ised and 
expanded edition appeared in 1998. He has been 
interv iewed on NPR’s All Things Considered and 

A&E’s America’s Castles, as well 
as the History  Channel, the Travel 
Channel and the Discovery 
Channel.  Conte served for six  
years on the Board of Directors of 
the West Virginia Humanities 
Council. Since 2000 he has served 
on the West Virginia Archives and 
History  Commission and is 
currently  the chairman. A PAWV 
board member since 2002, he also 
sits on the Board of Directors of 
the Greenbrier Historical Society  
and is a member of the Monroe 
County Historic Landmarks 

Commission.  

    Jeremy Morris was elected to 
the PAWV Board of Directors in 
2006. Project manager for the 
Wheeling National Heritage Area, 

he coordinated PAWV’s 2007 
conference “Preservation Works for West Virginia” 

held in Wheeling May 17-19.  
 A 2000 graduate of West Virginia 

University , Morris holds a degree in 
landscape architecture. From 2001 to 
2005 he worked with WVU’s 
Community  Design Team, a group of 
faculty , students and staff who v isit 
communities and offer adv ice for 
planning and development. During the 
same period, he also worked with 
Appalachian Forest Heritage Area, an 
ongoing effort to promote rural 

community  development. 

Morris is president of the National 
Road Alliance of West Virginia and 
serves as support staff to the 
Wheeling Historic Landmarks 

Commission. 
 Christy  Bailey is the 
executive director of 
the National Coal 
Heritage Area 
Authority  and the Coal 
Heritage Highway 
Authority , a national 
scenic byway. She is 
responsible for his toric 
preservation and 
heritage tourism 
development in the 
11 counties of the NCHA. Bailey has 
worked in non-profit organizations 
throughout southern West Virginia for 
the past 20 years in job training 
programs, student community  serv ice 
programs, community  development 

and national serv ice programs. 

A three year member of the PAWV board, Bailey 
also serves on the boards of MountainHeart 
Community  Serv ices, the Alliance of National 
Heritage Areas, Wyoming County Economic 
Development Authority , Traveling Beautiful 
Appalachia, and the Community  Development 

Partnership of West Virginia.   
Recently  elected to the Charleston City  Council 

representing Ward 13, Salisbury has over 25 years 
experience in community  and economic 
development. Currently  she is the Sr. Vice President 
of Community  Development at the Charleston Area 

Alliance. She has served 
as the state coordinator for 
the Main Street West 
Virginia Program in the 
state Development Office 
and executive director of 
Charleston Renaissance 
Corporation and the 
Charleston Festival 
Commission, as well as 
prov ided private consulting 
for many community  and 

economic development 
agencies. Her experience also includes several 
years of administering parks and recreation 
departments for the cities of Charleston and South 

Charleston. 
She currently  holds seats on many other non-

profit boards including the Community  Development 
Partnership of West Virginia, Daymark Inc., Capitol 
Market, Wayfinding Commission and Local School 
Improvement Council. She also participates in 
several volunteer committee activ ities such as the 
Susan G. Koeman Foundation, Kids On Court, 
Marshall Alumni Association Tennis Tournament, 

homeroom parents and others. 

 Vacant seats were also fil led on the board. 
Former board secretary  Terri Cutright, executive 
director of Main Street Morgantown, was elected to 
represent the 1st Congressional District and 

preservation consultant Mike Gioulis 
of Sutton was re-elected to represent 
the 2nd dis tric t. PAWV welcomes 
new board member, Paul Lindquis t 
of Lewisburg as a 3rd district 
representative. Lindquist is president 
of the Lewisburg Preservation and 

Enhancement Alliance. 

    Other members of the current 
PAWV board include Michael Mills, 
Fairmont; Cris Green, Clarksburg; 
Carol Appenzellar, Martinsburg; 
Duke Talbott, Elkins; Todd Boggess, 

Princeton; Barbara Rasmussen, Morgantown and 
past-president Phyllis Baxter, Elkins. Ex officio 
members are Susan Pierce, State Historic 
Preservation Office; Monica Miller, West Virginia 
Development Office, Bob Beanblossom, West 
Virginia Div ision of Natural Resources and Nell Zeill, 

National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

PAWV Welcomes New Officers and Board Members  

From The New President: 

It is with some trepidation that I take on the 
position of President of the Preservation 
Alliance of West Virginia. I am in the unen-
viable spot of coming after Phyllis Baxter 
who has simply done a dynamite job for the 
past five years.  She is the definitive tough 
act to follow.  She deserves a break and I 
need your help.   

Why don’t we focus in the short term on 
growing our membership?  Try and drop a 
few positive comments about Preservation 
Alliance into any conversation where it 
might be even slightly appropriate and see 
where that leads.  Word of mouth works.  
Dan Gooding got me into this organization 
by pretending to know how to play golf 
and then slyly reeling me in as we strolled 
from green to tee.  The lesson?  Use any 
means at your disposal. 

I look forward to working with all of you and a 
few of your friends who haven’t joined up 
just yet. 

Jeremy Morris 

Robert Conte 

Christy Bailey 
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From Weirton to Welch, 
Martinsburg to Matewan, the hills 
of West Virginia are alive with the 
stories and images of our past—a 
past that should serve as prologue 
to our future.   

 The Preservation Alliance of 
West Virginia is the only statewide 
non-profit advocating that heritage 
develop me nt i s a  c r it ica l 
component to the community and 
economic development of our 
state.  We need the help of our 
friends— Friends like you who 
believe a  Sta tewide Cultural 
Heritage Tourism office would 
benefit economic development; 
Friends like you who believe 
historic preservation tax credits add 
value to our communities; Friends 
l ike you who bel ieve tha t 
Preserva tion Works for West 
Virginia!  

 Please take a moment right now 
to pick up a pen or a phone  and 
pledge your financial support to the 
future of the Preservation Alliance 
of West Virginia. 
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Working to save our past… for our future. 

PAWV Officers 2007 

Robert Conte 
Union — PRESIDENT 

Jeremy Morris 
Wheeling — VICE PRESIDENT 

Susie Salisbury 
Charleston — TREASURER 

Christy Bailey 
Beckley — SECRETARY 

Karen Carper 
Elkins — EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Board Members  
Carol Appenzellar - Martinsburg 

Phyllis Baxter - Elkins 

Todd Boggess - Princeton 

Terri Cutright - Fairmont 

Mike Gioulis - Sutton 

Cris Green - Clarksburg 

Paul Lindquist - Lewisburg 

Michael Mills - Fairmont 

Duke Talbott - Elkins 

Barbara Rasmussen - Morgantown 

Ex Officio 
Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR 

Susan Pierce — WV SHPO 

Monica Miller — Main Street WV 

Nell Ziehl — NTHP 

   

 

 

Thank You! 

 

City/State/Zip 

Name 

Street Address 

Phone                             E-Mail 

Annual Memberships: 

Individual = $25 
Family = $40 

Professional = $50 

Call 304-345-6005 
for credit card payment, 
or to learn about other 

ways you can contribute. 

TOTAL 

Fill out, clip, and send this form to: 
PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333-3371 

Membership 

Donation 


