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The construction of a railroad into a primitive region 
has always played a significant role in the area’s devel-
opment. So it was in the establishment and growth of 
the City of Hinton, 
West Virginia.  

Hinton is lo-
cated in the south-
east region of the 
state and is adja-
cent to both the 
beautiful Green-
brier and New 
River Valleys. Its 
location on the 
New River has led 
Hinton to being 
considered the 
southern gateway 
to the New River 
Gorge National River area.  

Hinton was originally laid out in 1831 and grew slowly 
until 1871. It was at that time that the Chesapeake & 
Ohio River Railroad company blasted its way into the 
New River Gorge and made Hinton its division terminal. 
Hinton became the county seat of Summers County in 
1877 thanks to the railroad’s donation of three acres of 
land on which to build a courthouse and was incorpo-
rated in 1880. 

The railroad spurred Hinton and Summers County to 
tremendous growth during the period between 1890 and 
1920. The City of Hinton (population 2,880) remains the 
sole municipality within Summers County (population 
14,389) and continues to serve as the center for govern-

ment as well as the hub for commerce, education, and 
other community affairs. Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, Hinton’s downtown Historic District 

includes over 200 
buildings ranging from 
store fronts to private 
residences displaying 
the varying architec-
ture of American 
Gothic, Classical, 
High Victorian, Ameri-
can Four Square, and 
Greek Revival styles. 
    Today, Hinton 
shows the effect of a 
change in its econ-
omy. Several of its 
historic downtown 

structures are vacant 
or in need of repair as a result of changes in the coal 
industry that have forced the railroad to phase out its 
operations in Hinton over the past two or three decades. 
The city’s historic rail and freight depots sadly became 
victims in this situation.  

Fortunately, the community realized what a valuable 
asset the rail depot in particular could be in its efforts to 
revitalize the local economy. Toward that end, a Hinton 
Depot Restoration Committee was organized and con-
vened on January 13, 2003 with a mission to “facilitate 
and implement the restoration of the Hinton Rail Depot 
and to develop a master plan for its adaptive reuse as a 
vital community facility.” The committee’s vision for the 
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Preservation Alliance of West 
Virginia has been working since 
1998 to develop a statewide Cultural 
Heritage Tourism Development Pro-
gram. Supported with funding from 
the Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation, the program is coordi-
nated in partnership with Main Street 
West Virginia. 

The Benedum Foundation re-
cently approved a major two-year 
grant to move forward with this work 
while PAWV continues to seek rec-
ognition from the state on the impor-
tance of this program. Through a 
variety of methods including work-
shops, technical assistance, and 

development assistance to busi-
nesses, attractions and communi-
ties, this program is helping to de-
velop the attractions that will bring 
cultural heritage tourists to 
West Virginia. 

The Cultural Heritage 
Tourism Development Pro-
gram was included in fund-
ing for the $300,000 Main 
Street Improvement Pack-
age originally proposed for the state 
Development Office budget. How-
ever, the current proposed budget 
excludes cultural heritage develop-
ment and shows only $150,000 in 
proposed improvement for Main 

Street. We are urging full funding for 
the original $300,000 improvement 
package, which includes the addi-
tional $150,000 for staff and program 

support to move forward 
with cultural heritage tour-
ism development. This 
funding will also strengthen 
the highly successful Main 
Street program for commu-
nity revitalization 

An Advisory Committee of repre-
sentatives of state agencies, state-
wide non-profit groups, and heritage 
sites and regions has recommended 
a state-funded program to be 
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Railroad Town Plans Redevelopment 
 Around Historic Depot 

Hinton Rail Depot Will Be Centerpiece of Town Revitalization Effort 
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The Battle of Blair Mountain has been recog-
nized as an important part of American labor 
history, but the future of this historic landscape 
remains uncertain. 

Preservationists are working to protect the 
site from destruction by the coal companies 
who own or lease the property. Rais-
ing public awareness of the site’s 
importance not only to West Virginia 
but to all Americans is the first step. 

Nominated by Preservation Alli-
ance of West Virginia, Blair Mountain 
was named to “America’s Eleven 
Most Endangered Places 2006” by 
the National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation. This designation has 
alerted preservationists nationwide 
to both the significance of the site 
and the need to protect it. 

A nomination of the site to the 
National Register of Historic Places 
was submitted early in 2005. The West 
Virginia Commission on Archives and History 
approved the initial nomination of Spruce Fork 
Ridge of Blair Mountain to the National Register 
of Historic Places in late spring 2005. With 
assistance from PAWV, the nominating group is 

working to improve the nomination in response 
to National Park Service questions, a task that 
should be completed early this spring. 

Previous arguments against preserving the 
site held that few remains of the battle had 
been identified and much of the site’s original 

character altered. Visits during 2005 and 2006 
revealed trenches and other earthworks intact. 
Archaeologist Harvard Ayers of Appalachian 
State University conducted a study of the tract 

in the fall and winter of 2006, finding more than 
a thousand battle-related artifacts. These find-
ings helped support the nomination. 

The 1921 Battle of Blair Mountain, where 
union miners and coal company loyalists 
clashed, was the largest armed conflict in the 

U.S. since the Civil War. Although it 
did not immediately achieve miners’ 
end, the battle set the stage for fu-
ture labor reforms (see sidebar). 
 It is hoped that increased public 
awareness will help advocates gain 
support for permanently protecting 
the site of this battle with easements 
and developing an interpretive pro-
gram to bring the economic benefits 
of tourism to the region. A study of 
mining methods may reveal a way 
the site could be both mined and 
preserved. Such a compromise 
would bring economic benefit to both 

the owners and local residents while 
protecting the site for future generations. 

A Friends of Blair Mountain group is forming 
to help focus preservation efforts for this impor-
tant site. For more information, visit 
www.pawv.org or call 304-345-6005. 

Saving Blair Mountain: A Continuing Effort 

Striking Blair Mountain miners line up for an issue of food rations 

depot is that it serve “as a regional destination that commemorates the 
railroad history and unique culture of southeastern West Virginia and 
celebrates Hinton as the gateway to the New River Gorge National 
Park.” 

The City of Hinton is currently in the midst of a $1.3 million rehabilita-
tion of its historic rail depot using transportation enhancement grants 
from the West Virginia Department of Transportation and matching 
funds from the National Coal Heritage Area.  

Focusing initially on the weatherization of its exterior, the first step 
was to repair the depot’s slate roof with new slates in keeping with the 

historic architecture of the structure. The next phase continued the 
weatherization process and included repairing and replacing the exterior 
doors and windows and repointing the brick. Many bricks had deterio-
rated due to a moisture problem caused by rainwater wicking up and 
into them. This situation required the installation of new sidewalks with 
an improved drainage system around the building to combat the problem 
and protect all the work that had been done in the pointing phase. This 
work improved the outside appearance tremendously and contributed to 
the preservation of the structure. A new safety fence was also installed 
in the boarding area during construction of the new sidewalks.  

(DEPOT Continued from page 1) 

(DEPOT Continued on page 3) 

 Why Is Blair Mountain Important? 
The 1,600-acre Spruce Fork Ridge of Blair Mountain in Logan 

County was the scene of a showdown in 1921 between coal miners 
and local law enforcement, many of whom were on coal company 
payrolls. As many as 10,000 striking coal miners from the unionized 
area around the New River, Paint Creek and Cabin Creek confronted 
defenders led by Logan County Sheriff Don Chafin. Angered over the 
death of their hero, Matewan Police Chief Sid Hatfield, the miners 
were determined to reach the town of Logan and unionize miners 
there. After several days of fighting, their campaign was halted by the 
intervention of Federal troops. 

The confrontation between miners, sheriffs and company guards 

was the largest civil insurrection in the United States since the Civil 
War. It lasted more than a week and required the U.S. Army to quell it. 
Although the immediate march was not the success that its leaders 
hoped for, it did focus national attention on the plight of coal miners. 

Ultimately, the struggling United Mine Workers Union was made 
successful during the Roosevelt administration by the passage of the 
Warner Act. This act led the way to better working conditions for min-
ers and many other industrial trades workers throughout the nation. 
By the 1950s, organized labor was an extremely powerful political 
force, making for significant improvements in safety, wages and com-
munity life for coal miners in West Virginia and elsewhere. 



Historic Tax Credits: An Important Preservation Tool 
Tax credits for approved preservation work 

on historic buildings are among the most useful 
tools to encourage appropriate historic rehabili-
tation. 

Federal tax credits are available for 20 per-
cent of a project’s approved work. West Virginia 
also offers an additional 10 percent for com-
mercial projects and 20 percent for homeowner 
residential projects. These credits have helped 
property owners afford repairs and 
improvements while retaining his-
toric integrity and benefiting com-
munities statewide. 

A report presented to Gov. Joe 
Manchin III by the 2006 West Vir-
ginia Tax Modernization Project, 
called into question the value of the 
residential credit. Preservationists 
around the state rallied to speak to 
the importance of this credit, and so 
far, no bill threatening the credit has 
been introduced. 

Preservation Alliance is launch-
ing a campaign to educate legisla-
tors and the public on the value of the tax credit 
programs and how they can be used more 
effectively. As a part of that effort, we will run a 
series of newsletter stories on tax credits, start-
ing with this overview of the state homeowner 
tax credit. 

The Rehabilitated Residential Building In-
vestment Credit has assisted homeowners 
throughout West Virginia to repair, retain, and 
improve quality housing at all income levels. 
The purpose of the credit is to encourage repair 
of older homes and to help individual home-
owners afford this rehabilitation, while encour-

aging work that is appropriate to historic preser-
vation standards. The state homeowner historic 
tax credit is one of the few benefits for private 
homeowners. It has provided the needed incen-
tive to rehabilitate homes with appropriate 
roofs, windows, siding and upgraded heating 
systems. 

Proper rehabilitation and retention of historic 
homes benefits communities by helping them 

maintain their unique neighborhood 
character and identity. Encouraging 
people to rehabilitate homes in 
existing neighborhoods rather than 
moving to new developments pre-
serves public funds by reducing 
expenditures on new infrastructure. 
This contributes to the economic 
development of communities by 
using highly skilled labor and in-
creasing sales of building products. 
 West Virginia has been in the 
forefront of historic preservation 
activities for years. The state was 
among the first to enact the residen-

tial tax credit for rehabilitation, and we have 
now been joined by 23 other states that offer 
credits. 

In the six years that West Virginia has al-
lowed this credit, it has leveraged $6,093,499 in 
construction value from 26 projects. Most of 
these projects are from middle class families, 
many of whom could not have afforded to do 
their rehabilitation without this assistance. The 
cost to the state to date has been minimal, 
averaging less than $203,120 per year. 

The administrative burden of this credit is 
minor, averaging about 20 hours work per pro-

ject. The State Historic Preservation Office has 
one staff person who administers this program 
as a small portion of his duties. Since the pur-
pose of the office is to encourage historic pres-
ervation, the work is directly contributing to the 
mission of the agency. 

For a very small monetary cost to the state, 
this tax credit provides significant benefits to 
West Virginia homeowners and communities. 
Watch future newsletters, and www.pawv.org, 
for more information on tax credits, including 
showcase stories of successful projects. For 
information about using the historic tax credits 
for your project, contact the SHPO via 
www.wvculture.org or call 304-558-0240. 
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The city was recently awarded another transportation enhancement 
grant to begin the rail depot’s interior rehabilitation. Because the Hinton 
Rail Depot is an active Amtrak stop on the Cardinal line, grant funds will 
first be used to restore the waiting room and provide new handicap ac-
cessible restrooms. The fully rehabilitated facility will house a combina-
tion of professional offices, a railroad museum, art exhibit spaces, gift 
shops, and a restaurant. The depot will also serve as the eastern anchor 
in the City of Hinton’s plan to develop a cultural district featuring the 
buildings in its warehouse district located between the rail line and the 
downtown commercial area. The city hopes that the district will ulti-
mately house an artisan center, boutiques, gift shops and restaurants. In 
addition, the city recently acquired the Freight Depot building from CSX 
Transportation and hopes to eventually restore it as the western anchor 
of the cultural district. Planners envision the Freight Depot will serve as 
the base for the local farmers’ market, among other uses. 

Even in the midst of its rehabilitation, the depot serves as the base for 
a wonderful festival called Hinton Railroad Days held annually in mid-

October. On con-
secutive weekends, 
an excursion train 
operated by CSX 
departs from Hunt-
ington and travels to 
the Hinton depot. 
Typically sold out 
each day, the excursion allows passengers to see some of the gorgeous 
fall foliage covering the beautiful West Virginia mountains before they 
disembark in Hinton. There, passengers have the opportunity to wander 
Hinton’s historic downtown district. The streets are closed to vehicular 
traffic and vendors set up booths with homemade items such as jams 
and jellies, quilts, crafts, and a variety of specialty food items that are 
prepared on the spot.  Local entertainers round out the festivities by 
providing a variety of bluegrass, country, rock, and gospel music.  

For more information on the Hinton Rail Depot restoration project or 
Hinton Railroad Days, contact the City of Hinton at 304-466-3255. 

(DEPOT Continued from page 2) 

PAWV Steps Up 
Advocacy Efforts 

by Phyllis Baxter, President 

As the statewide preservation organiza-
tion, Preservation Alliance of West Virginia 
works to fill two important advocacy roles: 
serving as a watchdog for statewide preser-
vation issues and educating legislators and 
the public about these issues. 

Thanks to increased support from our 
donors and preservation partners, we are 
able this year to step up these efforts. For the 
first time, we will hold a legislative reception, 
generously hosted by Jarrett Construction 
Company in their beautifully rehabilitated 
historic office. Here we will share with our 
legislators the benefits of crucial programs 
such as Cultural Heritage Development and 
Preservation Tax Credits. We are also one of 
the sponsors of History Day at the state Capi-
tol each year. This event brings together 
historical interest organizations from around 
the state to show the legislature about the 
good work that all of us do. 

Join us this year in bringing more aware-
ness of the value of historic preservation for 
our communities and our economy, and of 
the tools that are important to helping us in 
this work. 



Preservation Alliance will welcome August R. Carlino, president and 
chief executive officer of Pennsylvania’s Steel Industry Heritage Corpo-
ration, as keynote speaker for the conference, 
“Preservation Works for West Virginia,” held in 
Wheeling May 17-19. 

Carlino administers the overall operation of 
SIHC and Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area. 
Based in Homestead, Pa., SIHC is the managing 
entity for Rivers of Steel. Under his direction, the 
coalition has grown from a small task force to a 
regional non-profit community/heritage develop-
ment company with a staff of 14. 

Previously a development specialist with the Mon Valley Initiative, 
Carlino was acting project director for the Steel Industry Heritage Task 
Force, the predecessor to SIHC. Since SIHC’s inception, he has raised 

more than $75 million in development funds and has secured more than 
$78 million in authorized funds from both the public and private sector 
for more than 200 heritage development projects in the Rivers of Steel 
National Heritage Area. 

Carlino is associated with several professional organizations within 
and outside the field of heritage development. In 1991, he helped organ-
ize the Pennsylvania Heritage Parks Association and served as presi-
dent of the group from 1994 to 2000. He also helped organize the Alli-
ance of National Heritage Areas in 1997, and has served as Chairman 
of this national organization from 2000 to 2006. 

Currently, he is a member of the Partnership Committee of the Na-
tional Park Service Advisory Board, and is a member of the Board of 
Advisors for the National Trust on Historic Preservation. In Pittsburgh, 
he serves on the boards of several community and non-profit organiza-

(SPEAKER Continued on page 7) 

Preservation Alliance of West Virginia will 
host its annual statewide historic preservation 
conference in Wheeling May 17-19. 

“Preservation Works for West Virginia” 
will focus on the state’s industrial heritage as 
well as offering practical tools for individuals 
and organizations working on community pres-
ervation projects. 

“We try to mix quality educational 
programming of use to citizens around 
the state with the opportunity to see 
the preservation work being done in 
the host city,” said PAWV President 
Phyllis Baxter. “It’s also a great oppor-
tunity to network, connect with old and 
new friends, and have a lot of fun!” 

Conference sessions will cover a 
variety of topics including West Vir-
ginia Industrial and Labor History 
Sites, Working to Preserve Your Own 
Historic Home and Working to Com-
municate Your Message. 

Preservation Alliance is proud to 
present August R. Carlino, president 
and Chief Executive Officer of Penn-
sylvania’s Steel Industry Heritage Corporation, 
as keynote speaker for the event. SIHC is the 
managing entity for the Rivers of Steel National 
Heritage Area. Carlino administers the overall 
operation of SIHC and Rivers of Steel. 

Tours of historic Wheeling and evening ac-
tivities, including a reception with the Friends of 
Wheeling at the historic Robert Haizlett House, 
will round out the schedule. Conference partici-
pants can also enjoy a Friday evening concert 

featuring Aaron Copeland’s Great American 
Symphony and other works performed by the 
Wheeling Symphony with André Raphel Smith, 
conductor. 

Lodging and an Exhibit Hall will be provided 
for the conference at the McLure City Center 
Hotel. Centrally located in downtown Wheeling, 
the 1906 hotel is where 20th century hotel mag-

nate E.M. Statler got his start in the hotel busi-
ness. It is also the infamous site where Senator 
Joe McCarthy — waving the notes for his 
speech — first announced that “I have here in 
my hand a list…” of communists in the Ameri-
can government. A block of rooms has been 
reserved for  PAWV guests. Call the Hotel at 
304-232-0300 for details.  

Conference sessions will be held at two his-

toric Wheeling locations, West Virginia Northern 
Community College and Independence Hall. 

The 1906 Commercial Warehouse, the origi-
nal home of Wheeling Wholesale Grocery, is 
now a central campus building for West Virginia 
Northern Community College. Adjacent to the 
historic B&O train station, the building is an 
excellent example of a recent adaptive reuse. 

The facility houses administrative 
offices, classrooms and the school’s 
culinary arts program. Conference 
sessions will be held in several of the 
new classrooms. 
 Originally the Wheeling Custom 
House, Independence Hall offers a 
journey back in time to 1863, when 
Wheeling was in Virginia, a state 
ripped apart by the American Civil 
War. West Virginia was born in this 
building, which is now a National His-
toric Landmark. 
 Other heritage attractions nearby 
include the Wheeling Artisan Center, 
the Centre Market and the Wheeling 
Suspension Bridge. In addition to 

these attractions, Wheeling contains some of 
the finest examples of Victorian architecture in 
West Virginia. For more information on Wheel-
ing heritage, visit www.wheelingheritage.org. 

Conference information and registration ma-
terials will be sent to the PAWV mailing list 
soon. Information will also be posted at 
www.pawv.org as available. Inquiries are wel-
come at info@pawv.org or 304-345-6005. 

PRESERVATION WORKS FOR WEST VIRGINIA 
Statewide Historic Preservation Conference In Wheeling 17-19 May 2007 

“Preservation Works” Speaker To Share Experiences And Expertise  
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Postcard View Of Historic Wheeling Suspension Bridge by Night  

August R. Carlino 



housed in the Development Office with the Main Street 
Program. This will give credibility and sustainability to 
the program, while developing the cultural heritage at-
tractions that the Division of Tourism will market. Cul-
tural heritage tourists want to visit charming small towns, 
learn about the area at authentic historic sites, and shop 
in local stores for goods produced by local artists. This 
program provides the support to develop and grow these 
local attractions for heritage tourists to enjoy and help 
the communities sustain. 

Demand and requests from local communities for 
Main Street assistance and designation is higher than 
ever and the needs are greater. Main Street West Vir-
ginia is the leading resource in the state for communities 
who want to improve their economy in traditional central 
business districts by following the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation’s Main Street Approach. With ap-
proval of this improvement package additional West 
Virginia communities can receive the technical assis-
tance to improve their local economy and make them 
more attractive to residents and the heritage tourism 
market. 

A West Virginia Cultural Heritage Tourism Develop-
ment Program will use the state’s historic, cultural and 
natural resources to develop and improve cultural heri-
tage attractions, and to establish sustainable heritage 
tourism programs for regions and communities. This 
program will stimulate economic opportunities for com-
munities, businesses, organizations and individuals 
while preserving and conserving these resources. Fund-
ing the West Virginia Cultural Heritage Tourism Devel-
opment Program is a way to integrate economic devel-
opment, community enhancement and heritage tourism. 

We are asking our legislators to fund cultural heritage 
development and the full Main Street Improvement 
Package to show that West Virginia values its heritage, 
and appreciates the economic benefits to communities 
and small businesses that this program will bring. 

(CHT FUNDING Continued from page 1) 
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West Virginia NEEDS 
Cultural Heritage Tourism Development! 

$ To provide economic development and jobs 
3 88,000 jobs created by development in Pennsylvania  
3 Heritage tourists stay longer and spend more— 

    20%  of the market and 40% of expenditures! 

$ To meet demand 
3 Since 1996, CHT has grown at twice the rate of other leisure travel 
3 Small town visits ranked second among top 10 WV tourist activities 
3 Visits to wvtraditions.com more than double other tourism mini-sites 
3 Culture & History top customer service center search for 2006 

$ To compete with surrounding states 
3 More than 30 states have CHT development programs 
3 Neighbor states PA, VA and NC among top ten visited 
3 Maryland invests $1 million per year in CHT development 
3 Hundreds of thousands of cultural tourists nearby 
3 Rural areas abundant in WV 

$ To improve the quality of life for residents 
3 Supports development residents alone cannot 
3 Sustains historic sites and special places 
3 Builds community pride  
3 Preserves traditions 

West Virginia needs to invest in a comprehensive 
approach to capture its share of this market. Find 
out how you can support state funding of Cultural 
Heritage Tourism Development at www.pawv.org. 

by Dr. Billy Joe Peyton 
In the summer of 2006, city officials created the 

Charleston Historic Landmarks Commission to inventory, 
study, preserve and protect the historic landscape of the 
City of Charleston.  

The CHLC is a five-member citizen board with exten-
sive collective knowledge in the areas of state and local 
history, historic preservation, architecture, real estate and city govern-
ment. Members are appointed by the mayor and elected by City Council. 
Origins of the CHLC date to 1988, when residents of the East End His-
toric District adopted a design review process using the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for rehabilitating historic structures.  

The city’s historic area is bounded by Kanawha Blvd., Quarrier, Brad-
ford and Chesapeake Streets—excluding the Capitol Complex, which 

has separate designation—and encompasses approxi-
mately 400 properties that meet National Park Service 
criteria for historic significance.  
For nearly 20 years, the East End Historic District Review 
Board capably reviewed work requests and issued quali-
fying certificates for rehabilitation projects ranging from 
minor alterations to new construction within the historic 
district. With creation of the CHLC, the East End Historic 

District Review Board transferred its design review function to the new 
body.  

In addition to its design review duties within the East End Historic 
District, the CHLC is committed to citywide preservation planning. Cur-
rently, the Capitol City contains six historic districts including Charleston 

(CHLC Continued on page 6) 

The Charleston Historic Landmarks Commission 



by Curt Mason 
President, FRIENDS OF HAPPY RETREAT 

Happy Retreat is the home built by Charles 
Washington, younger brother of General 
George Washington, and founder of Charles 
Town, W.Va. Charles and his 
wife Mildred moved into the 
home upon its completion in 
1780 and lived there until 
Charles' death in 1799. In 1786, 
with an act of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly, Charles set 
aside 80 acres of his land for 
the establishment of Charles 
Town and designated four lots 
at the center of town for munici-
pal buildings. 

Over time, the modest home 
built by Charles Washington 
evolved into the 6,500 square 
foot mansion that stands today. It 
is complemented by the first 
structure on the property, a brick and stone 
kitchen/smokehouse, and an octagonal wooden 
schoolhouse. Only twelve of the original hun-
dreds of acres remain and the owners have 

decided to sell the 
property, making it 
vulnerable to devel-
opment as the de-
mand for land for 
new housing in-
creases. 
 Friends of Happy 
Retreat (FOHR) is a 
nonprofit, grassroots 
organization formed 

to acquire and pre-
serve the property. 
FOHR plans to oper-

ate Happy Retreat as a national center for dis-
covering, nurturing, applying, and showcasing 
the core values and character of George Wash-
ington’s vision of his family’s homeland. It was 
he who introduced his family to the area and 
encouraged them to buy land here after con-

ducting his first land surveys for Lord Fairfax in 
the mid-1700s. It was here, too, that his half-
brother Lawrence encouraged him to practice 
the very principles which shaped his character, 
and America’s. 

Happy Retreat is but a small portion of the 
former Washington homeland, for at least eight 
Washington family homes were built in what is 
now Jefferson County between the mid-1700s 
and the mid-1800s. More Washington family 
members have been laid to rest in the grave-
yard at Zion Episcopal Church in Charles Town 
than anywhere else in America. 

FOHR plans to work with its partners to es-
tablish a national movement with the capacity 
to rediscover and promote the understanding 
and application of America’s core values to 
ethical issues of today. The property will be 

used for research, education, and training in 
ethics relevant to commerce, governance, the 
environment, and professional services. In 
addition, Happy Retreat will become a public 
venue for celebrating the arts, history, and 
other humanities that encompass the culture of 

the Eastern Panhandle. 
 A recent planning study con-
ducted to determine the feasibil-
ity of the project found near-
unanimous agreement that the 
group’s vision and goals are 
important to the local community 
and beyond. The study also 
found support for efforts to con-
tinue to acquire and preserve 
the property and to plan and 
conduct meaningful programs 
and events on the property for 
the public. With this in mind, 

FOHR is initiating a capital cam-
paign to raise the funds necessary 
to accomplish these goals. 

Visit www.happyretreat.org to learn more 
about this project and how you can help FOHR 
purchase the estate and develop programs. 

Friends of Happy Retreat Plan to Acquire 
And Preserve Charles Washington’s Home 
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The front facade of Happy Retreat, showing the two wings on either side (built 
in 1780) and the large middle section added in the 1830s. 

This tiny schoolhouse 
was used by the family 

for generations and may 
date back to the 1700s. 

Perhaps the oldest structure on the property is the 
brick and stone storehouse and kitchen, which still 
has a beehive oven and a large cooking fireplace in 

their original setting. 

Downtown, East End, Edgewood, Grosscup Road, Spring Hill Cemetery 
and South Hills Multiple Resource Area. Over 40 individual properties in 
these districts are listed on the National Register. Among the most 
pressing duties for the CHLC is preparation of a comprehensive plan 
that prioritizes areas of the city to be surveyed in order to create a local 
historic register that commemorates properties that meet criteria for local 
significance.  

Other activities planned for 2007 include working with West Side Main 
Street and other stakeholders in preparing a National Register nomina-
tion for the recently surveyed area on the West Side that is being pro-
posed as the Elk City Historic District. Survey findings revealed over 40 

contributing properties in a proposed district that encompasses roughly 
two acres in an area bounded by Washington and Lee Streets on the 
east and west, and Pennsylvania and Maryland Avenues to the south 
and north. In addition, the CHLC also plans to update historic resource 
survey data for East End properties outside the existing historic district 
boundaries, and continue ongoing survey and nomination work on prop-
erties in the Warehouse District located within the expanded East End 
urban renewal area. 

The Charleston Historic Landmarks Commission meets at 3:00 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Mayor’s Conference Room of 
Charleston City Hall. Meetings, scheduled on March 15, April 19, May 
17, etc., are open to the public.  

(CHLC Continued from page 5) 



Preservation Alliance of West Virginia recently appointed a new ex-
ecutive director to lead the statewide historic preservation organization.  

Karen Carper of Elkins accepted the position with PAWV in October. 
Carper brings valuable skills and experience to the organization, accord-
ing to board President Phyllis Baxter, also of Elkins. 

“Preservation Alliance is very excited to have Karen on board to move 
forward with supporting preservation and building heritage tourism in 
West Virginia,” Baxter said. “She has demonstrated her leadership abili-
ties in local community development efforts and worked for a number of 
years in the tourism industry.” 

Carper said she is happy to be working toward historic preservation in 
West Virginia. “The special places and stories of yesterday help us to 

know who we are today,” she said. “It is so impor-
tant to preserve this cultural identity, and I am 
honored to work toward such a worthwhile goal.” 
Carper said it is also a great source of community 
pride to share this heritage with visitors. Heritage 
tourism is the fastest growing segment of the 
tourism industry, she noted. 
 Carper’s experience in the tourism industry 
includes operating a bike shop and working as 
sales director and staff writer for a marketing 

agency devoted to West Virginia tourism. She was also a staff writer for 
the Elkins newspaper, The Inter-Mountain, and served as marketing 
coordinator for the MountainMade Foundation in Thomas.  

As president of Highlands Trail Foundation and West Virginia chair of 
the Allegheny Highlands Trail Partners, Carper has worked since 1995 
to develop the Allegheny Highlands Trail in West Virginia and Maryland.  
She has served on the board of directors for Mountain Partners in Com-
munity Development and recently participated in the Vision 2010 project 
of the City of Elkins as a member of the Quality of Life committee. 

Carper is joined by new staff member Martha Ballman of South 
Charleston and Hanna Thurman of Liberty. 
Ballman and Thurman will work with the organiza-
tion’s Cultural Heritage Tourism Development 
program. 

CHTD program associate Ballman joined the 
staff in early November. She recently served as 
president of the West Virginia Trails Coalition and 
continues to serve as the secretary for the West 
Virginia Rails-to-Trails Council and the Kanawha 
Valley FOOTMAD (Friends of Old Time Music and 

Dance). Ballman also works with her husband in their business, Aztech 
Information Services of South Charleston. 

A 2004 graduate of Marshall University, Hannah Thurman began 
working in July as CHTD program associate and 
administrative assistant.  Thurman has completed 
interships with the Center for Economic Options, 
the Charleston-based nonprofit operating Show-
case West Virginia, and award-winning folklorists 
Michael and Carrie Cline of Elkins. An eight-year 
veteran of Irish Step Dancing classes held at the 
Augusta Heritage Center in Elkins, she has also 
worked as assistant manager of the Augusta Store 
and manager at Ellen’s Homemade Ice Cream in 
Charleston. 

The PAWV staff will work together with communities throughout the 
state. “They all bring great skills and experience to their positions, and 
make a great team,” Baxter said. 
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Hannah Thurman 

Martha Ballman 

tions, including the Development Committee for 
Central Catholic High School, where he is 
Chairman. 

In 1998, Carlino was invited by President 
Clinton to appear with the president at a White 
House ceremony, and to deliver the keynote 
speech on the importance of America’s rivers in 
community revitalization and economic devel-

opment. He has been a guest lecturer at a 
number of universities including Harvard’s 
Graduate School of Design, the University of 
Pittsburgh, Carnegie-Mellon University and 
Duquesne University, where he has lectured on 
heritage conservation, political advocacy, sus-
tainable development, community revitalization, 
and brownfield redevelopment. In 2000, he was 
awarded the Sen. H. John Heinz Award for 

Distinguished Community Service. Additionally, 
under his leadership, SIHC has received sev-
eral awards and recognitions within Pennsyl-
vania and nationally. 

Carlino has consulted with organizations 
across the country on management and strate-
gic plans, fund raising strategies, community 
and economic development projects, govern-
ment relations and public affairs. 

(SPEAKER Continued from page 4) 
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SUPPORT HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN WEST VIRGINIA 
Fill out, clip, and send this form to: 

PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333-3371 

Annual Memberships: 
Individual = $25 
Professional = $50 
Benefactor = $100 

Is This A Renewal? 
Yes              No 

Call 304-345-6005 for credit card 
payment, or to learn about other 

ways you can contribute. 
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Working to save our past… for our future. 

PAWV Officers 2006 
Phyllis Baxter 

Elkins — PRESIDENT 

Dan Gooding 
Huntington — VICE PRESIDENT 

Susie Salisbury 
Charleston — TREASURER 

Terri Cutright 
Morgantown — SECRETARY 

Karen Carper 
Elkins — EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Board Members  
Carol Appenzellar - Martinsburg 

Christy Bailey - Pineville 
Todd Burgess - Princeton 

Bob Conte - White Sulphur Springs 
Mike Gioulis - Sutton 

Cris Green - Clarksburg 
Michael Mills - Fairmont 

Jeremy Morris - Wheeling 
Duke Talbott - Elkins 

Barbara Rasmussen - Morgantown 

Ex Officio 
Bob Beanblossom — WVDNR 

Susan Pierce — WV SHPO 
Monica Miller — Main Street WV 

Nell Ziehl — NTHP 

 

Preservation Alliance of West Virginia 
& Our Preservation Partners Present 

Preservation Works 
For West Virginia 

O Keynote: AUGIE CARLINO, Rivers 

of Steel NHA (See Page X) 

O West Virginia's industrial and 

labor history sites 

O Working to preserve your own 

historic home 

O Working to communicate your 

preservation message 

O Tours of historic Wheeling, 

receptions, and fun! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

SEE www.pawv.org 
E-MAIL info@pawv.org  

or CALL 304-345-6005 

Or See Page 4 Inside This Newsletter! 


