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Preservation Alliance Names

Battle of Blair Mountain Site To

National Trust’s “Most Endangered” List

Spruce Fork Ridge, located in Logan County, is the
nationally significant site of the "Battle of Blair Mountain,"
a 1921 armed insurrection of unionized coal miners fight-
ing for better working conditions and an end to the oppres-

sive control of the coal

On May 10, 2006, Preservation Alliance of West Virginia
(PAWV) and the National Trust for Historic Preservation
held a press conference in Charleston to announce that
Preservation Alliance had successfully nominated the

Blair Mountain Battlefield

industry in southern West
Virginia. Considered the
largest domestic conflict
since the Civil War, the
battle engaged thousands, |
including police officers,
coal company mercenar-
ies, vigilantes and the U.S.
Army. The 1,600-acre
ridge, located about 50
miles southwest of

Charleston, remains a
somewhat remote place
of hardwood forests and

precipitous hillsides. With topography playing an impor-
tant role in the nature of the battle—company defenders
lined the top of the ridge to keep marching miners out of
Logan County—the contour of the ridgeline and the
earthen trenches and machine gun bases that mark the
mountainside still evoke how the conflict took place.
Abandoned, rusted firearms and shell casings remain

distributed about the forest floor.

the list.

site to the National Trust's
Eleven Most Endangered
Historic Places list for
2006. National Trust vice
president and West Vir-
ginia native Greg Coble
announced the listing to
| local media, a few hours
{ after the entire list was
{ made public at the Press
%1 Club in Washington, DC.
%3l The site joins other nota-

Striking miners turn their weapons over to federal troops after ple sites from around the
the fight on Blair Mountain. (WV Archives)

country that are threatened

with redevelopment, destruction, or neglect on this year's
list, including the Vesey Street Staircase, the last stand-
ing remnant of the World Trade Center. This marks the
first time that a site from West Virginia has made it onto

Spruce Fork Ridge faces the immediate threat of strip-
mining by coal companies that own or lease most of the

(BLAIR Continued on page 2)

Lost River Store Still Serves Community

The Lost River General Store re-
ceived some positive press at the
beginning of 2006, after being added
to the National Register of Historic
Places in late 2005. Located in the
community of Lost River, partway
between Moorefield, WV, and Harri-
sonburg, VA, the circa-1898
building is the latest addition ~ [&8
among several sites in eastern
Hardy County on the National
Register.

The store is a good, well-
preserved example of the type
of general stores that once
served as social and commer-
cial centers for local popula-
tions all over West Virginia.
Lost River has been a local,
commercial focal point since
the early 19t Century, and the store
has been a landmark for a significant
portion of that history. The Lost River
General Store was built in 1898 by
William Harper, who leased the store
to Heltzel & Company, a mercantile

business located in Wardensville.
James Miller was hired to manage
the store. Miller ran it for a few years
before handing management over to
Frank Haas, who moved into the
store’s second floor with his family. In
1918, Haas purchased the building.

Subsequent generations of the Haas
family, which had been engaged in
commerce in the town since 1840,
operated it through the late 1970s.
Though not the first store in Lost
River, it managed to stay in business

the longest. In 1979, it ceased to
house the U.S. Post Office, and the
Tuscarora Land Company purchased
the building. For ten years, it served
as a real estate sales office.

Its current owners, Ann Morgan
and Margaret Pfleger, purchased it in
1989 and reopened the build-
ing in 1997 after an extensive
restoration and renovation.
Today, they operate the store
again as a general store,
though the merchandise
range has changed substan-
tially to reflect clientele
changes. Today, reflecting a
bulk of tourists among its
visitors, the store sells ice
cream, baked goods, and
other tourist- and family-
oriented food products, as well as
gifts and vacation supplies. Many
locals still stop through the store on a
regular basis, as it remains a land-
mark along State route 259, but the

(LOST RIVER Continued on page 3)



PAWYV Historic Home Repair Workshops A Hit

The Preservation Alliance of West Virginia's historic home repair work-
shops series has been progressing well. Being held over the course of sev-
eral weekends in different locations throughout eastern West Virginia, the
goal of the workshops is to teach participants about the basic concepts of
historic preservation, and to allow participants a chance to learn specific
preservation skills through hands-on participation in real restoration work.
Each workshop takes place in a historic
building in need of repair.

The first workshop, which covered his-
toric masonry repair, took place in Ronce-
verte on May 20 and 21. Participants en-
joyed a walk around downtown with pre-
senter John Friedrichs, an experienced
historic masonry worker from Lexington,
Va. Friedrichs walked participants from
building to building, discussing the ma-
sonry techniques used in each building,
deterioration problems, and potential solu-
tions. On Saturday, participants received
the benefit of a full day of hands-on prac-
tice in preparing for, mixing, and applying
lime mortar. At the end of the day, sev-
eral courses of badly-deteriorated mortar
joints on Main Street Ronceverte’s office
building had brand new mortar joints, and
a fresh coat of brick-red stain.

In Moorefield June 9 and 10, presenter
Duffy Hoffman of Bucks County, Pa. was a wealth of information on the
restoration and repair of historic wooden windows, and on preventive main-

Walls exterior (above) and inte-
rior (right) are repaired at PAWV
workshops. At top right, a stu-
dent pays close attention to the
work of master window
craftsman Duffy Hoffman.

tenance and dealing with moisture problems in buildings. Notebooks were
in constant use as the presenter patiently answered questions, and provided
tips from memory. On Saturday, Hoffman
walked participants through the different
steps of window restoration, showing
them how to remove, disassemble, strip,
repair, refinish, glaze, and replace
wooden windows. Participants got to try
their own hand at glazing, and many
reported that their understanding of how
historic buildings function substantially
improved.

July 7 & 8 at an old house in Sutton,
Sarel Venter of Grafton presented tech-
niques on the repair of historic interior
plaster. Participants learned techniques
for restoration of historic plaster types,
and modern techniques to repair the plaster in
historic buildings.

One more workshop is planned in late summer
or early fall, on the repair of interior woodwork.
These workshops have been funded by a HUD
Rural Housing and Economic Development
grant, with support from SHPO. In addition,
PAWV is partnering with Mountain Partners in
Community Development on additional hands-
on training workshops in Randolph County. For
more information on these workshops, contact
Dave Vago at 304-345-6005, or email him at davago@pawv.org.

(BLAIR continued from page 1)

ridge. Proposed mountain-top removal mining
would obliterate the site. To date, the coal compa-
nies have used lawsuits and other tactics to block
preservation efforts, which have initially been led
largely by environmental groups. The Preserva-
tion Alliance was asked by the National Trust to
weigh in on the issue in 2005, after being ap-
proached by the environmental groups that were
trying to nominate the site to the National Register
of Historic Places. With the addition of Preserva-
tion Alliance’s involvement and listing the site on
the National Trust's list of America's 11 Most
Endangered Historic Places, advocates for the
site hope to encourage collaboration between
historic preservationists, miners, and the coal
companies to preserve this site, to tell the story of
coal mining in West Virginia, and to communicate
its significance to the nation. PAWV believes that
“a means must be found to assure that Blair
Mountain becomes a highly visible resource to tell
the story of our country's labor history, and we
want to work with the owners of the site to help
this happen in a positive way.”

Advocates for the site feel that it is a nationally-
significant site in U.S. labor history. It was the

miners.

climactic event of a drive to unionize coal miners
that began taking place in Pennsylvania even
before the Civil War. The United Mine Workers
(UMW) spread its influence south and west
throughout the late 19t and early 20t centuries.
By the First World War, it enjoyed nearly full un-
ionization in the mines of Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Ohio, the Midwest, and northern West Virginia.
Southwestern West Virginia remained a non-union
holdout, earning itself a reputation for brutal tac-
tics and isolationism in keeping the UMW out. In
1921, union miners decided to make a decisive
stand by marching from the unionized area along
the New and Kanawha rivers into the Southwest
Field. They were met by opposing guards at the
Logan County line, on top of Blair Mountain. The
battle that ensued was unprecedented in U.S.
labor history, in terms of scale, as well as in the
tactics employed. For the only time recorded in
U.S. history, military airplanes were used in recon-
naissance against U.S. citizens, and private
planes were actually hired to bomb the striking

The National Register nomination, which is still
in process, tentatively sets the boundary for the
battlefield around a 1,600 acre piece of land.
Ideally, PAWV and the National Trust would like to

see an agreement reached with the coal compa-
nies that would preserve the surface of site.  The
site was originally proposed for some level of
preservation and commemoration in the early
1990s, but efforts fizzled out before serious head-
way was made. The organizations and individuals
involved now—including local resident Kenny
King—hope that the involvement of these preser-
vation-minded organizations will lend some credi-
bility and movement to the cause. King began
working for recognition of the site the first time
Blair was proposed for preservation, and has
been constantly trying to make a case for its pres-
ervation ever since.

Preservation Alliance and the National Trust
would like to seek the help of the United Mine
Workers of America, as well as local and state-
wide political leaders, to build a reasonable, viable
plan for turning the site into an interpretive park or
monument. Ideally, a coalition of political leaders,
preservation advocates, union representatives,
and coal company
officials can come
together to find a
solution agreeable
to all parties.
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Pocahontas Plan Will Compromise Historic Attraction

A planned sewage plant in Pocahontas County
has been postponed until it goes before the West
Virginia Supreme Court in September. The pro-
posed site is in Slaty Fork on U.S. route 219,
where thousands of visitors to local

bed-and-breakfast that he operates onsite. Critics
feel that his business does not go out of its way to
make a significant contribution to the economy,
but Shipley resents that the county would take

Located near the road, a plant on the current
site could be seen as an imposition on the view
shed. Changes to the rural character of the area
could negatively impact heritage tourism. The
county's summer tourism season

attractions pass annually. The plant
has been cause for debate since the
County Commission’s appointed Pub-
lic Service District board announced
plans for acquisition of the site
through eminent domain. Supporters
say that it would enable future devel-
opment in the vicinity of Snowshoe
Mountain Resort.

The proposed site is the property of
several Sharp family members. Tom
Shipley, who operates his great un-

depends on visitors to places like
Cass Scenic Railroad and other at-
tractions. Visitors marvel at the scen-
ery, which serves as a draw. The
highway has seen development in the
area close to Snowshoe; the pro-
posed plant is about five miles below
the current core of development.
Some worry that the new plant could
be a precedent for construction fur-
ther down, which has also seen
growth north of Marlinton. Potential

cle’s general store across the high-
way, helps care for the holdings.
Shipley has fought the project since its inception.
The store is an intact vestige from the 1920s, with
an interior very much unchanged. Shipley claims
historic significance for the land dating to the Civil
War and earlier, and feels that a plant with air-
borne byproducts and stadium lights across the
highway would pose a threat to the store and the
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Elkins — PRESIDENT

Dan Gooding
Huntington — VICE PRESIDENT

Susie Salisbury

Pocahontas County’s Sharp General Store in the 1920's

impact of sprawl on heritage tourism,
which has played a major part in the
local economy for decades, is notably absent from
the dialogue.

September’s court case will be tried on grounds
that growth projections used to support the plant
were inaccurate. Several permits were issued
allegedly based on a time period of ten years,
rather than the 20-year figures that some agen-
cies require. It is unclear how many private resi-
dents will connect to the plant, which requires that
two ridges be crossed with pipeline in order to
gain access from Snowshoe. Only a small number
of residents would connect immediately, leaving
the remainder of the plant’s capacity to benefit
future development.

Increased demand for vacation property will

land that has been in his family for generations.

Many people do not oppose a sewage plant,
but doubt the wisdom of using the planned site.
Some feel that taking the land to benefit private
developers is legally questionable. Others object
on environmental grounds, since the site is on a
flood plain prone to sinkholes. The plant would
feed into the upper Elk River trout breeding area.
Though the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion has issued a Finding of No Significant Im-
pacts statement, this threat has brought objec-
tions from fishing associations and communities
dependent on money from visitors fishing the EIk.

Project supporters, including the County Com-
mission and Snowshoe Mountain, Inc., point to
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growth at Snowshoe and the surrounding area to
demonstrate the need for the plant, and insist that
the site is their only cost-effective option. In 2005,
the Governor offered state lands a short distance
away on Rail Authority property. Proponents
rejected the deal, citing $2 million in additional
costs for site access. One supporter pointed to a
similar plant in nearby Green Bank, noting that it
was barely noticeable to passing motorists.

continue to put development pressure on the
county. Few will argue that economic growth is a
negative thing, but the lack of consideration for
assets that support heritage tourism, or for the
management of growth, may cause future prob-
lems. For now, the success or failure of the cur-
rent plan or any alternatives hinges primarily on a
battle between the supporters of environmental
protection and development.
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(LOST RIVER Continued from page 1)

tourist trade has given the community of Lost River a good boost, which now has several businesses
and attractions catering to that trade. The Lost River Craft Cooperative and Museum, the Funkhouser
Farm, and the Ivanhoe Presbyterian Church join an inn and several restaurants and shops to make the
community a mini-destination. Its original portion is largely intact and unchanged from photographs
dating to the beginning of the 20t Century, making the general store an appropriate contributor to the

selection of things to see in Lost River.

Gail Baker, who resides in Arlington, Virginia, helped to prepare the National Register nomination. A
member of the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia, Baker is impressed by the authenticity of the
store and its location. “The setting of the store remains quite rural. The store is situated very close to
WV 259, between two mid to late 19th-century houses with a number of outbuildings,” says Baker.
“Since its construction in 1898, the store has served the commercial needs of residents while providing

a place for neighbors to meet and exchange news.”
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Conference Emphasizes Partnerships; 25th Anniversary

The Preservation Alliance of West Virginia and Main Street West Virginia
held a joint conference at the beginning of May this year in Charleston.
Seeking to emphasize the crucial role that cooperation and partnership often
play in successful projects, the event was a major success. Participants in
the conference, entitled “Opening Doors to Preservation: 25 Years of Part-
nerships” called the three-day event “helpful,” “interesting.” and “a great
resource of information” to take back to their various communities and pro-
jects.

The conference, held Thursday, May 4 through Saturday, May 6, 2006,
included sessions on preservation, heritage tourism, and organizational
development. On Thursday evening, Main Street West Virginia held its an-
nual Awards Banquet, with Gover-
nor Joe Manchin serving as the
keynote speaker for the evening.
The Friday sessions were followed
by the main keynote speech, deliv-
ered to a general audience of con-
ference attendees and outside
participants by Mayor Joseph Riley K&
of Charleston, South Carolina. A
mobile workshop tour of Charles-
ton’s East End filled the remainder
of Friday afternoon, and led partici-
pants to the Preservation Alliance of
West Virginia's 25t Anniversary
dinner on Friday evening. The
event concluded with a series of
concurrent tours on Saturday.

Preservation topics focused on
topics useful for individuals or groups carrying out their own pro-
jects. Susan Pierce of the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office
delivered a talk entitled, “Surviving the Money Pit: Real-Life Success Stories
of Building Preservation,” using the Tom Hanks film The Money Pit as a
worst-case scenario example before launching into a discussion of projects
that came through successfully in spite of economic pitfalls. Preservation
consultants Terrell Ellis and Mike Gioulis presented on the preparation and
use of feasibility studies in preservation projects, citing several real-life ex-
amples from their work. John Sandor of the National Park Service delivered
a comprehensive primer on best practices in maintenance of historic build-
ings with examples targeted at Main Street managers and property owners.
The final session Friday featured a panel presentation on Preserving Indus-
trial Sites. Starting with a general presentation on the topic by Dr. Mike
Workman of West Virginia University, the panel included case studies on
two specific projects. Dusty Hibbs and Jeffrey H. Miller of Vandalia Heritage
Foundation told of their struggles to preserve the B&O railroad station hotel
in Grafton, and Matthew Grove of Grove and Dall'Olio Architects talked
about ongoing work at the Martinsburg Roundhouse.

Cultural heritage tourism track led off with a session on the basics of cul-
tural heritage tourism with national and international examples of heritage
tourism practices featuring nationally-recognized cultural heritage tourism
expert Cheryl Hargrove, as well as an analysis of the typical cultural heritage
tourist by Mitzi Miller of the WV Cultural Heritage Development program.
The second session included a roundtable discussion concerning heritage
tourism partnerships throughout the state via byways organizations, heritage
areas and thematic trails. Friday morning’s panel session shared a wide
variety of resources available for cultural heritage tourism development from
public and private sector community, state and federal support. The final
session brought back Cheryl Hargrove, who provided practical, community-

Keynote speaker Riley
(above), Governor Manchin
(right) and PAWV’s25th Anni-
versary Cake (lower right)

based tools for organizing heritage tourism development efforts within the
community.

Main Street West Virginia assembled a set of sessions on organizational
management, including sessions on taxes and public accountability, fund-
raising, volunteers, and managing boards. Patricia McGill spoke on best
practices in tax compliance, and her session was followed by a session on
fundraising in times of disaster by David Pichette of the Washington, D.C.
firm of Vineyard Consulting. The sessions also included a presentation by
strategy consultant Leslie Stone on developing an active volunteer force.
Kim Tieman of the Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation presented a talk on
board development, focused on identifying financial management responsi-

bilities between the staff and board.

Mayor Joseph Riley’s keynote speech on Friday afternoon
was presented against the backdrop of a stage display depicting
a model city. With the help and coordination of Susie Salisbury
of Charleston Area Alliance, the model was constructed by local
schoolchildren who had recently visited Charleston,
S.C., and had been in the process of studying the
features that make cities work best. Charleston, WV
Mayor Danny Jones introduced Mayor Riley, who
delivered an uplifting and inspiring speech on con-
tinuing preservation and management of urban
growth in South Carolina’s major port city. The Mayor
made the case for preservation by highlighting exam-
ple after example to show how the city has main-
tained an exemplary level of civic pride and eco-
nomic activity by avoiding infill demolitions, maintain-
ing the essence and character of
the urban fabric, taking traditional-
design approaches to new con-
struction, and encouraging preser-
vation wherever possible. Mayor
Riley received a standing ovation
for his engaging talk.

Following the mobile workshop
walking tour looking at design
solutions in Charleston's East End,
Friday concluded with the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia's 25t anni-
versary celebration. The event, held at the historic Charleston Woman's
Club, featured traditional string music provided by Kanawha Tradition and a
first-rate meal catered by the local eatery Bluegrass Kitchen. PAWV Execu-
tive Director Dave Vago welcomed participants to the dinner, and Mike
Gioulis, Phyllis Baxter, and Dan Gooding provided a brief overview of the
organization's 25 years of achievements, and its current activities.

The conference concluded on Saturday with an assortment of tours.
Some participants chose an all-day tour of sites along the Midland Trail from
Charleston east to Ansted, where participants viewed that community’s
heritage resources and ate lunch. The tour visited several key sites along
the way, including a hike to the mouth of an old coal mine. The downtown
Charleston tour included some of the best examples of preservation and
adaptive reuse on Capitol Street, including completed projects and projects
under construction. Henry Battle of the Kanawha Valley Historical and Pres-
ervation Society and John Sandor of the National Park Service provided
running commentary on history and preservation practice as each building
owner walked participants around their respective sites. Following lunch, the
Charleston West Side tour featured the current headquarters of PDM archi-

(CONFERENCE Continued on page 6)
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Landmark History Fails to Save Richwood Structure

After nearly half a year of efforts to find a crea-
tive means to save it, the old Richwood City Hall
was torn down in mid-June of 2006. The building
had gone unused for several years, and had be-
come severely deteriorated. Structural problems
stemmed from a number of major water leaks,
missing windows, and a major hole in the rear wall
which resulted from a failure in the masonry sev-
eral years ago.

The building drew preservationists’ attention
when Chuck Smith, a political science professor at
West Virginia State University, began telling the
story of an unusual event that took place there
during the Second World War. In 1940, a group of
Jehovah's witnesses were detained by police and
the mayor in the building after
attempting to appeal a restric-
tion on their right to petition in
the town. Apparently deemed
suspect for their religious re-
fusal to salute graven im-
ages—including the U.S. flag—
the group was allegedly ac-
costed by police and members
of the American Legion, forced
to drink castor oil, and led tied
together up the street where
they watch their cars being
defaced. Their case eventually
went before a Federal Grand |
Jury, who eventually found two
of the lawmen guilty of failing to ke
protect the Witnesses’ civil
rights while serving as officers
of the law. It was the first time a court required law
enforcement officers to protect citizens’ civil rights,
and served as an important precedent when civil
rights became a more prominent concern later on.

Richwood City Hall: Now Gone

Frank Unger, a preservation contractor from
Walton, heard the story, and aware of the build-
ing’s pending demolition, began talking to Mayor
Bob Henry Baber to try
and find an alternate solu-
tion to demolition. The
City of Richwood received
around $250,000 in Fed-
eral disaster funds to de-
molish the building. Initial
reports by a structural
engineer were positive,
indicating that stabilization could take place for as
little as $190,000. The Nicholas County Historic
Landmarks Commission passed a resolution in
support of the building’s pres-
ervation.

Mayor Baber challenged
Unger and his supporters to
| find a means to develop politi-
cal support for the building.
Locally, the building has been
a sore topic, partly due to the
funding challenges, and partly
because many citizens still
remember what took place
there, and their interpretations
of the events vary widely. The
mayor also challenged Unger
to submit an alternative pro-
posal to demolition that would

lization. Though Unger and
Carol Stevens, a structural
engineer, eventually assembled such a proposal,
subsequent inspections of the building showed
deterioration that was much worse than originally

thought. Ultimately, unwilling to maintain the liabil-

ity of the building in its current state, and without

“... we're going to do what we can to
salvage as much of
the story as we can.”

- Bob Henry Baber, Mayor

provide for the building’s stabi-

the funds to guarantee a long-term preservation
solution, the City of Richwood came through in
favor of demolition.

“In terms of historic significance,
it's a huge loss,” said Unger, “but
there was a lot wrong with it struc-
turally, and the local leadership to
support preservation just didn't
exist.” Even if stabilization had
occurred, support for the building’s
reuse was virtually nonexistent.
Lacking the resources to provide fiscal support or
manpower to the cause, even the Landmarks
commission was helpless.

Speaking of the outcome, Mayor Baber said, “I
truly regret that it came to this. If I had had this
building many years before, | would have had no
reservations about saving it.” The city’s next-best
solution is to use the site of the building, which
was an infill structure in Richwood'’s main busi-
ness district, to commemorate the events that
took place there. Said Baber, “We've saved the
prison bars, and some of the bricks, and we're
going to do what we can to salvage as much of
the story as we can.”

K3

Got A Hot One?

Let everybody know about YOUR home-
town issue by telling the Preservation
Alliance about it! Your concerns may be
featured in future newsletters and on the
PAWV  website. But we might not hear
about it if YOU don’t tell us! Contact
Dave Vago at the PAWV (see back cover)
or e-mail him at: info@pawv.org

Governor’s Man

WV Governor's Mansion Before Recent Controversy

(] (]
sion: Windows New And OId
n the midst of an ambitious renovation of the historic Governors Mansion, a

controversy about windows is creating a stir in Charleston. The Capitol Building

Commission, responsible for review of work on the buildings in the Capitol
Complex, initially reviewed and approved the plans and specifications for the ongoing
renovation of the Mansion, based on recommendations from the State Historic
Preservation Office. These recommendations included two approved options for the
windows. However, when Simonton Windows offered to donate new vinyl
replacement windows free of charge, Governor Manchin authorized their installation
even though they had not been approved as meeting the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Rehabilitation. The windows, which do not closely resemble the
originals, drew instant criticism from preservationists. The situation is currently under
review by the Capitol Building Commission. The Governor stands firm in his position

that the new windows will remain in place, on grounds that they are saving the state over $100,000 in restoration costs. The original
windows, meanwhile, are being stored in a secure, climate-controlled warehouse, pending further developments.
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Weston State Hospital Doomed?

West Virginia's government has ended its fund-
ing and effectively dishanded the Governor's Task
Force formed in 2000 to repair and maintain the
old Weston State Hospital in Weston, W.Va. The
Task Force was composed of representatives of
several state agencies and of the local Weston

$7.1 million. A Feasibility Study for the building
has also been completed, and reuse proposals
requested.

With help from the Revitalization Committee,
loose paint on the first floor of the center building
was removed, more than 50 window panes re-

Marshal in 2004.

Early this year Secretary of Commerce Tom
Bulla stated that except for guards and mowing no
more state funds will be spent on the Hospital.
This decision blocks access to the federal Save
America’s Treasures grant, which was nearly

Hospital Revitalization Committee,
tasked with stabilizing and seeking an
adaptive reuse for the massive structure.

Originally known as the Trans-
Allegheny Asylum for the Insane, this
castle-like structure was built over a 20-
year period that began in 1861 and is
reputed to be the largest hand-cut stone
building in the United States. The com-
plex, owned by the WV Department of
Health and Human Services, was va-
cated in 1994 when a new hospital was
built. It is designated as a National His-
toric Landmark.

With assistance from Senator Robert
Byrd, $750,000 in "Save America's Treasures"

paired, and several sections of woodwork re-

expired when the decision was made
owing to delays in performing the feasibil-
ity study and engaging the services of
consultants. The National Park Service
apparently requested a 50-year easement
to maintain improvements paid for by the
grant on the condition that the funds would
be returned if the easement was not hon-
ored:; the site’s current owners were un-
willing to make that legal commitment.
Recently the main barn, located in un-
guarded grounds, burned to the ground;
arson is a considered a possibility. Though
the state seeks a purchaser, the condition
of the building is a factor in sales. Unless a
renewed commitment for maintenance and pres-

funding, to be matched by the state, was awarded turned to natural wood. This committee gave tours ervation is made by the state an outstanding West

for the structure. A report funded by that grant
estimated stabilization and mothballing costs at

and raised funds to help match the grant until they
were barred from the building by the State Fire

Wheeling National Heritage Area Corporation Project:

OVER $20 MILLION IN DOWNTOWN RE-INVESTMENT!

Virginia treasure seems likely to be lost.

As a result of a project led by the Wheeling
National Heritage Area Corp. (WNHAC), four
buildings now have new owners. Since the project
began, these new owners have invested a sub-
stantial amount of money into each of the facili-
ties. WNHAC conducted architectural and engi-
neering studies on these four large, commercial

Former Stone & Thomas store in Wheeling:
One of several buildings preserved

and industrial buildings to determine if they could
be adapted for new uses. The buildings studied
included the Stone & Thomas Department Store,
Reichart’s Furniture/Helig-Myers, Wheeling

Wholesale Grocery, and Zarnit's Grocery. They

are all contributing structures to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places district listing.

The studies effected positive results for each of
the four buildings. Following the studies, Regional
Economic Development purchased the Stone and
Thomas building, and is now investing in its reha-
bilitation. Santco, Inc bought the Reichart's/Helig-

1 Meyers structure for expansion of their medical

management and billing services business.
Wheeling Wholesale Grocery was acquired by

- West Virginia Northern Community College as

part of its College Square project, and Zarnit's
was purchased by Staley Communications, Inc. to
serve as its new corporate headquarters.

“WNHAC is pleased to help in reviving Wheel-
ing's historic landmark buildings while at the same
time assisting the city in its goal of attracting busi-
nesses to the downtown. This project is an excel-
lent example of the economic benefit of historic
preservation,” said Hydie Friend, Executive Direc-
tor of WNHAC. WNHAC initially invested a total
of $54,000 to conduct the studies, which led to
over $20 million in economic development invest-
ment in the city’s downtown. This project is a
positive example of how a smaller initial invest-
ment can often promote much larger, more per-
manent investment in preservation.

(CONFERENCE Continued from page 4)

tects, led by David Marshall. Located in the
former Custer Theatre, the building gave a
good example of a completed adaptive reuse.
Next was the nearby Ort Building, a project
currently underway as an adaptive reuse pro-
ject to serve as the future home of an engineer-
ing company. The tour ended at the site of one
of PDM's successful preservation projects, the
Breezemont Mansion, where owner and resi-
dent Pauline Lester provided a room-to-room
tour of the house, as well as refreshments to
guests.

All told, including attendees at the Main
Street Banquet, the conference included nearly
250 registrants, approximately half of whom
participated in the education sessions, keynote
speech, and tours. Visitor responses were
overwhelmingly positive, with appreciation for
the diversity of programming provided by the
joint conference. Each participant received a
commemorative poster featuring photographs
of 25 historic doors from around the state,
reinforcing the Opening Doors with partner-
ships theme. As a result of partnership be-
tween Preservation Alliance of West Virginia,
Main Street West Virginia, and the many other
organizations who partnered in its success,
participants went away happy. PAWV thanks
everyone who helped make this conference
such a memorable success.
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Your Name:

Mail Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone/Fax:

E-Mail:

IS THIS A MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL?

PAWV PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333

PAWV is a 501(c)3 corporation, and all contributions ARE tax-deductible.

Send Your Support To:

Llves o

Please choose your support level:

Membership plus levels:

0 $25 1 $50
Donor levels:
23$100 1 $250

Benefactor levels:
1 $1000 1 $2500

Other amount:
Total Enclosed Now:
Please bill me for:

| PLEDGE FOR THE FUTURE:
d2Years 3 Years 5 Years

a$75

1 $500

1 $5000

PLEASE JOIN, DONATE OR PLEDGE NOW
And Support Preservation in West Virginia!

The preservation success stories — and concerns — illustrated in this newsletter show just a glimpse of the im-

portance of preservation work in West Virginia.

The Preservation Alliance of West Virginia has been actively working for 25 years to support historic preserva-
tion in the Mountain State. Preservation Alliance of West Virginia is your grassroots, statewide organization dedi-
cated to the support and promotion of historic preservation. Our accomplishments have included:

B Advocacy for statewide issues such as tax credits and preservation grants funding
B Educational programming and technical assistance to support preservation efforts
B Heightened awareness of endangered sites and preservation successes

B Development, along with Main Street WV, of the statewide Cultural Heritage Tourism program
B Ongoing support for the many local preservation organizations and projects around the state.

As we move forward into our second quarter century, PAWV has ambitious goals to work even more effectively
to preserve West Virginia’s vital historic resources. This includes maintaining professional staff and ongoing pro-

grams for advocacy, education and training, and supporting local efforts.

PAWV’s Growth Campaign is designed to ensure us the capacity to support preservation this year — and into the
future. By joining or renewing your membership, making an additional donation now, or pledging for coming years,
you can help preserve our heritage for the future.

Thank you for your support!
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Working to save our past... for our future.

Preservation Alliance
Makes Plans For Pittsburgh!

The National Trust for Historic

Preservation will be holding its annual
conference this fall in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania (see ad at right). Given the
proximity of this high-profile event to West
Virginia, many of this state’s large preserva-
tion organizations have joined together in a
campaign to make sure we are very well-
represented and visible.

These groups, including the Preservation
Alliance of West Virginia, will be assembling
a large, high-profile display for the confer-
ence exhibition hall to showcase our state’s
finest preservation and tourism efforts, and
to serve as home base for conference
participants from West Virginia. Plans also
call for buttons that say, “Ask me about pres-
ervation in West Virginia!” for participants to
wear at the conference. For more informa-
tion about the Trust Conference, see
http://www.nthpconference.org. Watch the
Preservation Alliance website at
http://www.pawv.org for updates on West
Virginia’s participation, and please do plan
on joining us there. See you in Pittsburgh!

National Preservation Conference 2 0 0 6

October 31 - November 5 200

The National Preservation Conference
provides all-important know-how,
innovative ideas, and inspiration for
people saving America’s historic places
and revitalizing communities. The
conference is the premier educational
and networking event for community
leaders, volunteers and staff of the
historic preservation movement.
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Request registration information
today from the National Trust for
Historic Preservation:

Call: 800-944-6847
Web: www.nthpconference.org
Email: conference@nthp.org

NATIONAL TRUST
f= HISTORIC PRESERVATION®




