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Lewisburg Preservationists In A

Fight To Save Historic School

By Dan Gooding

A big push has been underway in Lewisburg to save
the 1915 Lewisburg Elementary School (LES), origi-
nally Lewisburg High School, from destruction and
replacement. The Lewisburg Preservation and En-
hancement Alliance, Inc. (The Alliance) led the fight
against relocating the school from its longtime home,
near downtown and in the historic district. Alliance
leadership forged a pact
with supportive Lewisburg
citizens, Lewisburg High
School graduates and
leaders in the westem end
of the county to conduct a
media blitz and person-to-
person campaign. The
goal of the effort was to
educate the public on the
importance of restoring
the existing schoolasa
link to the city’s history, as F5%
an example, especially for g
children, of early 20t cen-
tury schoolhouse architecture, and as a contributor to
Lewisburg’s heritage tourism-based economy. The
Alliance urged defeat of the bond issue and the seek-
ing of bond funds instead for the restoration it envi-
sioned and for the improvement of the five other early
20th century grade schools currently in use in the
county.

The Greenbrier County Board of Education an-
nounced plans in July to replace the existing facilities
with a new structure outside Lewisburg on a country
lane east of the Elks Golf Club, just off U.S. 219 North.
The Lewisburg Historic Landmarks Commission

(LHLC) immediately responded with a resolution calling
for the preservation of the existing school structure and
its continued use as the city’s elementary school. The
resolution was presented the following week at the
regular meeting of the Lewisburg City Council by LHLC
President Jim Morgan, who is also co-innkeeper of the
popular Historic District destination, The General Lewis
Inn.

Shortly thereafter the
Alliance’s Board of
Directors voted to enter
the debate in a signifi-
cant and committed
way. Subsequently,
considerable energy
was provided by Alli-
ance members and
leadership. Funding for
the campaign came
from the Alliance as
well as an array of peo-
ple including non-
affiliated citizens
county-wide, former graduates of Lewisburg High
School, and Lewisburg business owners. When the
smoke cleared on October 15, 2005 backers of the
proposed new school were able to muster only 25% of
the vote in the countywide election.

The West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine
had earlier and quietly entered into an agreement with
the Board of Education to buy the LES property and its
associated improvements. Their plan was to raze the
school and build a new clinic on the site. However, that
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Turnpike Designated As A National Scenic Byway

By Ruth Brinker

After years of effort by
neighbors committed to recogniz-
ing the importance of the Staun-
ton-Parkersburg Tumpike (SPT),
the historic road was designated a
National Scenic Byway at a cere-
mony in Washington DC in Septem-
ber 2005. The designation will bring
national recognition and marketing
for the Byway, and the chance to
seek additional grant funding to
protect Byway resources and de-
velop a tourist destination.

The historic route stretched from
Staunton in the Shenandoah Valley
to Parkersburg on the Ohio River.

tion.
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The Byway crosses the entire
state of West Virginia, from the
summit of Allegheny Mountain at
the Virginia State line in Pocahon-
tas County to the Ohio River at
Parkersburg, crossing 8 counties
and passing through a number of
historic communities on the way.
Dedicated historians from each
county contributed to the designa-

George Washington, Claudius
Crozet, and Lemuel Chenoweth,

Virginia’s antebellum history,

were instrumental in the planning
and construction of the historic road
and its bridges. Completed in 1845,
the turnpike connected the moun-
tainous west to the rest of the state
of Virginia, and was instrumental to
westward expansion and the trade
and transport of goods and materi-
als. This historic road bore withess
to several important historic events,
including the Civil War battles that
resulted in statehood for West Vir-

(SPT Continued on page 2)



Historic Easton Roller Mill Battles Flooding Woes

plied for a $91,000 grant to construct a floodwall and sump system, but

By Barbara Rasmussen

The Monongalia Historical Society is wrestling with the problem of
protecting the historic Easton Roller Mill from continuing flood damage.
Although in a flood plain, the Mill only flooded once (1985) until rapid

development in the Easton area caused
excessive runoff to pour into West Run.
Now, during heavy rains the single-piston
engine that drove the mill is submerged.
This engine was originally steam pow-
ered, but the society now uses com-
pressed air to demonstrate the system.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency helped with cleanup after the
July 2003 flood, but the mill flooded six
more times before the money could even ™ ™.
be spent. Subsequently the society ap-
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with the concurrent crush of housing needs, the application was denied.
The West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office has been generally
sympathetic to the dilemma, but it is not clear whether they will be able

to provide funds. Finding a $50,000 local
match will also be a challenge.
According to Chad Proudfoot, its new
president, the society is hoping to enlist
a broader range of support throughout
the community, so that this important
historic building can be protected. Many
people feel that it is a good candidate for
placement on a most endangered list.
The Society hopes that it can gain expo-
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sure and funding for the building before

- any more damage takes place.

History Day 2006!

Come to Charleston for History Day, February
16, 2006. The day features displays by histori-
cal and preservation organizations, History
Hero awards, and the chance to discuss impor-
tant preservation issues with your own senators
and delegates. History Hero nominations are
due by December 31, and display reservations
by January 16, 2006 — for forms see
www.wvculture.org/history/archivesindex.aspx
PAWV will post info about legislative issues of
interest to the preservation community on our
web site (www.pawv.org) soon. Send us your
suggestions for the advocacy watch. See you
at the Legislature in 2006!

(SPT Continued frompage 1)
ginia, and the development and growth of the

oil and gas industry.

You can learn more about America’s By-
ways at www.byways.org. For SPT see
www.spturnpike.org or call 304-637-7424

McDowell Organization
Preserves Coal Heritage

In McDowell County, a former coal company
store in the village of Ashland has been listed

Panhandle Preservationists
Honored At Conference
PAWV honored three eastem panhandle

preservationists at the 2005 conference last

on the National Register of Historic Places, and September in Shepherdstown (see right):

will soon be the core of a job training incubator

project. This development takes place as part of

a joint partnership between for-profit Atlanta-
based Ashland, LLC and S.A.F.E., (Stop Abu-
sive Family Environments) a highly successful
non-profit organization based in McDowell
County. A KOA Kampground is being devel
oped nearby that will benefit from the products
and training to take place at the former store. A
small café is being planned to serve ATV riders
using the new Ashland Trail. The preservation
of the old store building was a major catalyst for
the project, and it will add to the growing list of
coal mining resources being preserved in the
Southem Counties.

+ Walter Washington, owner of Harewood and

President of the Jefferson County Landmark
Commission was honored for his lifelong
personal commitment to the heritage of his
community.

¢ Carol Gallant, on behalf of Jefferson County

Preservation Alliance to Save our Heritage,
was honored for outstanding advocacy work
in saving the Jefferson County Jail from
demolition.

+ Don Wood of the Berkeley County Historical

Society was honored for his untiring leader-
ship working to save and promote the heri-
tage of Berkeley County.
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purchase hinged on voter supportof a school bond
issue of approximately $13 million. In gaining the
support of more than 75% of the county’s voters, The
Alliance and its allies sent the Board of Education
back to the drawing board for what Alliance president
Paul Lindquist hopes will be the serious considera-
tion of restoration and reuse of the substantal brick
structure they already own.

Meanwhile, the Osteopathic School, a significant
employer and contributor to the local economy, is in
the process of doubling its enrollmentand needs to
significantly increase its physical plantaccordingly.
This growth is what caused the school’s leadership
to look to the LES site, a few doors from the Osteo-
pathic School's campus, for expansion. “The defeat
of this referendum was in no way intended to be a

slap at the Osteopathic School,” Lindquist stated. “As
far as I know every member of the Alliance is a
staunch supporter of the Osteopathic School and is
anxious to help it succeed. This was a vote about
preserving the historic school and in Lewisburg we
don’t tear down buildings justbecause they are old.
We keep them, make them better, and put them
back to work.”

The Alliance also wants fo aid the citizens in the
western end of Greenbrier County, where they dis-
covered that most of the schools are in a far worse
state of repair than the Lewisburg Elementary
School. “Many citizens in Lewisburg were very un-
happy with a plan that promised to spend so much
money on replacing a building that did notneed
replacementwhile letting the other county elemen-
tary schools, that we found to be in worse condition,

drift on in their state of disrepair,” Landmarks Com-
mission President Jim Morgan pointed out

The Alliance is now seeking to assist the city's
Landmarks Commission in locating funds for a truly
qualified architectural study of the feasibility and
methods of restoring LES to a level that attains the
major objectives sought by the Board of Education in
its earlier pursuit of the new structure. The Alliance
and the City’s Landmarks Commission would also
like thatstudy to include an analysis of the condition
and needs of the other historic elementary schools
currently in use in the county. “Perhaps the other
schools could be restored one day too, continue to
be put to good use, and help with heritage tourism in
the rest of the county. But first they must be stabi-
lized, made safer and generally spruced-up,” Alli-
ance president Paul Lindquist said.
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2005 PAWYV Conference A Success

By David Vago

The 2005 Preservation Alliance conference took place on September
9 and 10 in Shepherdstown at the former Entler Hotel. Entitled
"Heritage and Growth: Preserving Communities and Cultural Land-
scapes", the conference was a phenomenal success. Attendee reviews
were unanimously
positive in their com-
ments to the confer-
ence staff. Many
have felt that it was
PAWV's best confer-
ence yet, and a sign
of even better things
to come.

The conference
organizers feel that
the success was a
result of the high
quality of the presenters and their work. A walking tour of Charles Town
on Friday morning, and tour of Historic Shepherdstown in the evening,
punctuated a rich program of presentations and discussions that allowed
attendees to learn more about cultural landscape preservation issues
around West Virginia and the Mid-Atlantic region.

The conference featured two main program tracks. One track dealt
with the preservation of communities and landscapes in the face of ram-
pant growth, tackling issues related to land use, sprawl, and protection.
The other track focused on the past and future of cultural landscapes,
featuring presentations and discussions on the definition, improvement,
promotion, and interpretation of landscapes and other heritage re-
sources.

On Friday aftemoon, Chris Miller, of the Piedmont Environmental
Council, delivered a presentation on growth issues in the Piedmont re-
gion. Liz Sargent of John Milner Associates and Troy Thompson of Lord
Cultural Resources spoke on cultural resource management and inter-
pretation of cultural resources, respectively. Lynda Frost of the Trust for
Public Lands, George Siekkinen of the National Trust, and Grant Smith
of the Land Trust of the Eastem Panhandle each delivered presenta-
tions that dealt with tools for pre- ;
serving landscapes and other cul-
tural resources, focusing on land
trusts and easements. West Vir-
ginia’s cultural landscapes were
contrasted by Dixie Lee Hoke,
speaking of agricultural landscapes
in Monroe County, Mike Workman
discussing coal communities, and
David Javersak discussing Ohio
Valley industrial landscapes.

Saturday started with a presenta-
tion by Marjorie Williams, who of-
fered creative solutions regarding
the regulation of design standards
outside of designated and pro-
tected historic districts, while Lee Blair and John Smith of Allegheny
Restoration discussed triumphs, pitfalls, techniques, and pragmatic is-
sues that they contended with in the restoration of several historic barns.

Matt Ward, a Charles Town councilman, moderated a discussion on
advocacy for local landscapes, and Gabe Hayes of Hayes Landscape
Architecture Studio presented his work and advice on retaining individ-
ual character in streetscapes and other urban landscapes.

Following lunch, Elizabeth Watson delivered her upbeat keynote ad-
dress on her work as executive director of Stories of the Chesapeake
Heritage Area on Maryland's Eastern Shore. Ms. Watson provided anec-
dotes on her experience in becoming involved with Stories of the Chesa-
peake, and on ways in which she has overcome challenges in her work.

The keynote was followed by two outstanding workshop sessions.
Elizabeth Watson and Nell Ziehl of the National Trust moderated a ses-
sion at the Opera House Theater on smart growth in the Eastern Pan-
handle. Participants included both conference attendees and interested
local citizens who had signed up just for the aftemoon. Local participants
included a number of citizen activists, political figures, and developers.
The session was intended to help promote dialogue on smart growth,
and was successful in generating good conversation.

Those who remained at the Entler for the other afternoon session
enjoyed the dynamic and informative presentations of four panelists who
spoke on the development of heritage tourism. Scott Gerloff of the West
Virginia Cultural Heritage Tourism Program, Scott Standish of the Lan-
caster County (PA) Heritage Area, Jeanne Mozier of Travel Berkeley

N— . Springs,
and Chris-
tina
Lundberg of
the Eastern
Panhandle
Rural Tour-
ism Alliance
offered their
experience
ashelp in
emphasiz-
ing the
strengths
that businesses and municipalities can take advantage of to meet the
needs of contemporary heritage fourists.

The conference dropped to a more relaxed pace Saturday evening
with a driving tour to a number of historic homes in the area, including
the Peter Burr homestead, and Washington family homes Harewood
and Claymont. The driving tour ended at the White House Farm, whose
owners graciously hosted a catered dinner with traditional music by the
Martin Family Band. Dinner was held in the relaxing, well4reed yard,
and tours of the house and grounds followed an excellent meal.

Thanks to the local hosts, including Historic Shepherdstown, Jefferson
County Historical Society, Jefferson County Landmarks Commission,
and White House Farm and conference co-sponsors, West Virginia
State Historic Preservation Office and National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation. Thanks also to our board, staff, volunteers and conference com-
mittee who all worked to pull the conference together. And we especially
thank those who opened their homes and historic properties, and the
presenters who shared their enthusiasm and expertise, for making this
an unforgettable conference. We are duly grateful.

(Photographs courtesy of Michael J. Mills, AlA)
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Mark Your Calendars for Conference 2006

The annual Preservation Alliance of
West Virginia conference moves back
to the springtime in 2006 for a joint
conference with Main Street -
West Virginia. Titled
“Opening Doors to Pres-
ervation: 25 Years of
Partnerships”, the confer-
ence will celebrate PAWV's 25th
anniversary, and honor the part-

nerships that help make our work ef-
fective. Other conference partners will
include the West Virginia Division of
Tourism, West Virginia Byways and
Backways Program, State Historic
Preservation Office, National Trust for

Historic Preservation, and an array of
local sponsors. Mayor Joseph Riley of
Charleston, SC, will serve as the key-
note speaker, courtesy of the
City of Charleston, WV. The
Ji conference will also feature
the annual Main Street
Awards, as well as exciting
tours and in-depth sessions on
preservation, heritage tourism, and
strengthening organizations. The con-
ference will take place in Charleston
(WV) on Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day May 4-6, 2006. Watch this news-
letter and the PAWV website at
www.pawv.org for future updates.
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