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Outstanding 1839/40 Willey House,
Morgantown Landmark For Sale

By Dan Gooding

One of the state’s most architectur-
ally distinctive historic homes is for
sale in Morgantown. Chancery Hill,
residence of Waitman Thomas
Willey, is on the market for the first
time since 1945. Willey (1811-1900)
was one of those most responsible
for the formation of the State of
West Virginia. He is believed to

have been the home's chief archi- i

tect and lived most of his adult life
there. The house was constructed
in 1839-1840.

Richard and Jane Raese pur-
chased the house in a declined
state at the close of the Second

World War. The house, previously &=

subdivided into apartments, was
rehabilitated and modernized by
Raese, longtime Morgantown
business and political luminary,
and his wife Jane Greer Raese,
daughter of industrialists H.C. and
Agnes Greer. The Raeses took
care to preserve the original exte-
rior appearance of the residence,
while making it viable for modern
single-family living.

The house is one of the most ar-
chitecturally significant in the state,
being one of only two antebellum
homes in Old Virginia to boast a full-
height, five-columned portico,
known in architectural circles as a
pentastyle colonnade. Chancery Hill
is the only remaining nineteenth
century example of the rare treat-
ment in West Virginia.

This pentastyle colonnade is remi-
niscent of Oak Hill, the now much
enlarged home of President James
Monroe, near Aldie, Va. In that
case, Monroe’s friend and mentor,
Thomas Jefferson, a passionate
student of classical architecture,
suggested the treatment. Willey
may have patterned his house’s
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portico after Oak Hill, which was
built in 1820-1823, well before
Willey designed Chancery Hill.
Chancery Hill is a name originally
applied to the Willey farm and two
other homes which are now sur-
rounded by the fully-developed area
of Morgantown’s First Ward. In the
mid-nineteenth century a lawyer
owned each of these homes, giving
the area its name. Over time, Chan-
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cery Hill came to refer to Willey's
home only. One of the other homes
on the hill is The Alexander Wade
House, about one hundred fifty feet
from the Willey House. It originally
belonged to Willey’s friend, Judge
Edward C. Bunker. The Wade
House was named a National His-
toric Landmark because the home’s
longtime, second owner was the

‘famous West Virginia educator,

Alexander Wade, who invented the
system of grades that is used in
schools throughout the country

Willey's Chancery Hill home faces
Morgantown and originally had ex-
cellent views of the village it fronted
and the Monongahela River to the
West. It was the first house in Mor-
gantown with running water. The
water's source was a spring near
the top of a hill to the rear of the
house, and water flowed by gravity
to the house in wooden pipes.

The interior of the Chancery Hill
house was altered significantly for
the Raeses by John Volk, the re-
nowned Palm Beach, Florida archi-
tect who introduced Bermudian
architecture to Palm Beach in the
early 1930’s. Volk maintained the
original room configuration, with
imposing fourteen-foot ceiling
heights in the main rooms. Volk
replaced original mantles with Euro-
pean marble mantelpieces and
made the rooms more formal

(WILLEY continued on page 2)

September in Shepherdstown

PAWYV Annual Conference Coming Soon

Sign up now for the 2005 PAWV conference:
Heritage & Growth: Preserving Communities and Cul-
tural Landscapes. We'll be in lovely, historic
Shepherdstown on September 9 & 10. 3

The conference will have two concurrent
tracks, with a choice of topics dealing with
cultural landscapes and issues relating to land
use and sprawl. A special session on Saturday
afternoon, entitied "Smart Growth in the Eastern Pan-

handle", will feature an interactive discussion, providing

an opportunity for organizations throughout the Eastern
Panhandle to come together and strategize about
sprawl issues in the region. Tours will include visits
to Shepherdstown, Charles Town, and several rural
homes, including Washington family homes. The
program will conclude with a special dinner featuring
historic music at White House Farm.

Our keynote speaker is Elizabeth Watson, from
Stories of the Chesapeake Heritage Area. She will

(CONFERENCE continued on page 2)



Workshops: Heritage Tourism Skills

Effective and entertaining interpretation is
important for each site or community with a
story to tell. “Engaging the Visitor for Commu-
nities and Attractions” is an upcoming work-
shop by the West Virginia Cultural Heritage
Tourism Program to educate groups and indi-
viduals developing heritage tourism attrac-
tions. Topics will include authentic planning
for a theme, development of entertaining
presentations, self-
guided tours, way-
sides, exhibits, and
multi-media meth-
ods. The full-day
workshops will be  atiagesine
held September 19 % T
in Berkeley Springs, "z
September 20 in
Fairmont, and Sep-
tember 21 in Beckley. See www.pawv.org or
contact Mitzi Miller at the address below for
more details.

These workshops are the latest of the Cul-
tural Heritage Tourism Program’s efforts to
bring the latest heritage tourism development
news and tips to West Virginia’s merchants,
attractions, and organizations. The June
workshop series, titled “Capturing the Cultural
Heritage Tourism Dollar: Getting Your Fair
Share of the Fastest Growing Segment of the

attract the affluent cultural heritage tourism
market. Speakers demonstrated valuable
retail advice, best practice examples and
cultural heritage tourism research results.
Workshop participants deemed the sessions
to be “the best $15 spent in a long time” while
some noted they learned the importance of
connecting customers to artists and crafts-
people, rethinking Web sites, and developing
better brochures.

An economic impact study on cultural heri-
tage tourism in West Virginia is being made
through a partnership with West Virginia Uni-
versity. This study will examine the progress
of community-based cultural heritage tourism
initiatives in West Virginia. It will demonstrate
the economic impact of cultural heritage tour-
ism on businesses, non-profits and communi-
ties in order to demonstrate accountability to
external funders, build public awareness and
support, leverage additional resources, adjust
program missions and goals, and confirm or
refute common assumptions about cultural
heritage tourism. The study will also provide
an easy measurement system for locals to
manage themselves and see results in their
community as well as across the state.

The WV CHT Program is a partnership effort
of PAWV and Main Street West Virginia. To
learn more, contact Mitzi Miller at (800) 982-

Tourism Industry,” showed participants how to 3386, or e-mail mmiller2@wvdo.org.

PAWYV Hires New Executive Director

Preservation Alliance of West Virginia has
hired David Vago as its new executive direc-

worked during the 2002 season as an inter-
preter. He also has experience in preserva-

tor. Hailing originally from Philadelphia, Dave tion woodworking at several sites around the

completed his Master of
Science degree in industrial
archaeology at Michigan
Technological University in
May before joining our or-
ganization. While at Michi-
gan Tech, he completed a
comprehensive interpretive
plan for the site of a former
copper mining facility on
behalf of the Houghton
County Historical Society.
He has an undergraduate
degree in architecture from
the University of Maryland, | = P
and has applied experience

country. Dave is our first pro-
fessional staff in several years,
and with his experience and
training, we should be able to
make great progress on a
number of projects that have
been in the works. Among
many other duties, he is work-
ing to coordinate home repair
and preservation workshops
coming in the next year. We
hope to have Dave established
in a new office in Charleston
by the early Fall; in the mean-
time he is working from the
office of the Rich Mountain

(CONFERENCE continued from page 1)
share her experiences working with communi-
ties to help tell their stories and keep their
landscapes whole when faced with growth
pressures.

Watch our web site at www.pawv.org for

session updates and full conference informa-
tion. Conference sessions will include:

Land Use Tools:

Growth in the Piedmont by Chris Miller,
Piedmont Environmental Council

Land Trusts & Easements - a panel led by
Lynda Frost, Trust for Public Lands

Architectural Design Standards -- Marjorie
Williams

Advocacy for Local Landscapes — moder-
ated by Matt Ward

Smart Growth in the Eastern Panhandle -
coordinated by Nell Ziehl of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, moderated
by Elizabeth Watson

Cultural Landscapes:

Preserving and Adapting Cultural Land-
scapes

West Virginia Cultural Landscapes - com-
paring coal camps, Ohio Valley industrial
towns, and agricultural landscapes

Preserving Historic Barns - a case study by
Allegheny Restoration

Avoiding Cookie Cutter Streetscapes - Gabe
Hayes

Transitions for Heritage Tourism - Scott
Gerloff, WV CHT program, Scott Stan-
dish, Lancaster County PA, and Jeanne
Mozier, Berkeley Springs

Early registration price is available until
Sept. 1, and the room block at Days Inn ex-
pires Aug. 30. See you in Shepherdstown!

(WILLEY continued from page 1)

through the use of elaborate cornices and imported
chandeliers. The overall effect is pleasing to the eye,
but much of the historic interior fabric was lost in the
process. A recent auction of a majority of the home’s
contents resulted in the sale of the elaborate chande-
liers and sconce lights.

Chancery Hill is a notable example of the Greek
Revival style. The portico boasts a perfectly executed
Doric Order, and includes ornamentation found in
ancient Greek examples, including triglyphs, metopes
and guttea. The columns are topped by a massive
triangular pediment which now contains a roundel,
added in 1947 by Volk, who loved the idea, and de-
bated by the Raeses, who were less sure about such
a visible change to the front elevation.

Originally, the house did not have the imposing

main staircase typical in substantial Greek Revival
homes. Apparently, Willey had the same distaste for
them that Jefferson exhibited at Monticello. Willey

in hands-on preservation and in historic inter-
pretation. Dave’s first introduction to the state reached by email at info@pawv.org, or at
of West Virginia was at Cass, where he 304-637-7424.
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Battlefield Foundation in Beverly. He can be



West Virginia National Landmark Receives Grant Funding
r’

The National Road Alliance of West Virginia
and their sponsor, the Ohio County Commis-
sion, was awarded a $50,000 Federal High-
way Administration Transportation Enhance-
ment Grant to recreate the murals originally in
the third-floor courtroom of the Wheeling Cus-
tom House, now known as West Virginia Inde-
pendence Hall. Matching funds have been
provided by the Wheeling National Heritage
Area Corporation, the family of the late Rich-
ard A. Warmuth, JD, and Friends of Wheeling.

Site director Gerry Reilly is very pleased
about the grant: “The third floor courtroom in
the Wheeling Custom House was the site of
the conventions leading to the creation of the
state of West Virginia during the Civil War.
The building was also the capitol of the Union
Government of Virginia for two years, from
1861 to 1863. Much of this National Historic
Landmark has been restored to its 1860's
appearance using the original plans and draw-
ings, located in the National Archives, as a
guide. However, only the mural behind the
judge's desk has been restored. Completing
the murals that were on all the other walls and
on the ceiling will create a much more accu-
rate ambiance for visitors to this historic room,
the site of the events which led to the only
change in the map of the Unites States
brought about by the War,” explains Reilly.

West Virginia Independence Hall is now a
museum dedicated to the history of West Vir-
ginia Statehood, the Civil War and the struc-
ture itself. Located on the corner of 16t and
Market Streets in downtown Wheeling, the

West Virginia Independence Hall
is open to the public seven days a
week from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m., but is
closed on major holidays.

three-story building was built in 1859 as the
federal Custom House for the Western District
of Virginia. Wheeling (then one of the largest
cities in Virginia) was declared a Port of Deliv-
ery in 1831, serving the Port of Entry in New
Orleans. The building also housed the Post
Office and the Federal District Court for west-
ern Virginia.

Original specifications for the Wheeling Cus-

tom House state that: “The painter must
fresco, in the best manner, the ceilings of the
vestibules of the post office, custom-house
and court rooms, as may be required of him.”

In 1975, the West Virginia Independence Hall
Foundation, Inc. invited two scholars to evalu-
ate the decoration on the walls and ceilings of
the courtroom. Fifteen layers of paint were
removed to get to the original decorations,
which the scholars determined were not true
frescoes (painting on wet plaster), but mezzo-
frescoes (painted on dry plaster). Although
most of the colors in the decorations were
removed during the paint analyses (because
the paint used in the 1850s was water-soluble)
enough color remained for the experts to de-
termine the colors that should be used in the
restoration of the murals. The original plaster
was in such bad shape that it was decided to
document the remnants of the original decora-
tions through photographs and drawings and
then re-plaster the walls. Original plaster, with
the outline of the original decoration intact,
was left on the center portion of the south walll.
Due to limited funds, only the mural directly
behind the judge’s desk -- the most elaborate
original decoration and focal point of the room
-- were recreated then.

“The interest by the National Road Alliance of
WV, Inc, and the Ohio County Commission in
submitting the grant is invaluable,” says Reilly.
The National Road Alliance of WV, a 501¢-3
organization located in Ohio County, is the
managing organization of the Historic National
Road, a West Virginia Byway and the state’s
only “All American Road”.

placed a small narrow stair to the left of the wide
and lengthy main hall. Volk subsequently created a
stunning staircase in the Doric style which fits in the
house nicely, appearing to have graced the hall
from the beginning. The original staircase now
serves the house as a backstairs. Volk raised the
roof of the single story ell and added three more
bedrooms to the house. On the side of the house
facing the river, he added a terrace that runs the
house’s full length. Volk also created a three-car
garage. Handsome garden walls enclose a court-
yard to the house’s east.

Waitman T. Willey was the wheel horse of the
Whig party in Western Virginia before the Civil War.
While very proud of his Virginia heritage, like many
in the Western counties, he could not bring himself
to side with the South in the war. He served in the
Virginia legislature prior to the war and was a dele-
gate to the Richmond Convention on Secession,
voting against the resolution.

After Virginia voted to leave the Union, Willey
was instrumental in reorganizing a Virginia govern-
ment in Wheeling loyal to the Union. That govern-
ment gave official permission for fifty counties (now
55) to leave Virginia and form a new state. No
doubt, some of the planning for that new state
occurred at Chancery Hill. While serving in the
United States Senate, Willey was primarily respon-
sible for attaining passage of the statehood bill.
After creating an amendment to outlaw slavery in
the new state (the Willey Amendment,) a condition
set by Congress, Willey made a successful visit and
plea to President Lincoln for his support on the last
day the statehood bill could be signed into law.
Willey had the distinction of being one of the last
two Senators to serve Virginia in Congress before
the new state was formed and one of the first two to
serve the new state of West Virginia after its birth.

Thanks to Willey’s Union loyalty, midway through
the Civil War Chancery Hill was nearly burned to

the ground by Confederate raiders under Colonel
Imboden. Willey had evacuated north to Pennsyl-
vania along with the president of the local bank and
all of its gold and currency. Mrs. Willey met the
officer and his men at the door, advised them Willey
had gone and suggested they do the same. The
commander stated that they would search the place
and then burn it down, to which Mrs. Willey replied
that they all looked far too tired to build a fire and
should come in, have a hearty meal and rest in-
stead. The rebels dined at Senator Willey's table
and were perfect gentlemen, leaving the house
untouched. It was that sort of war.

Chancery Hill is listed individually on the National
Register of Historic Places. It is being offered for
sale at $895,000 by Renee Z. Gatian of Howard
Hanna Real Estate in Morgantown, 304-282-4186.
A photo album of the house is available for online
viewing at www.reneezgatian.com.
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Seeking Entries On
ORGANIZATIONS AND CONTRACTORS

PAWV is stepping up its campaign to build two vey. This survey compiles data about non-profit
data resources that will help foster the growth of organizations around the state that are directly or
preservation networks in West Virginia. The — indirectly involved in preservation projects
first is our contractor list, which will de',m::i;- A w . and programs. It will help PAWV pro-
velop a listing on our web site for preser- . i . vide useful services for local organiza-
vation-minded construction contractors, ¥ '-EZ%- ™ tions, and help us all work together

) . g WA kap .
engineers, architects, and consultants who ¢+, oy, MOTE effectively. The survey can be
are members of PAWV. This list will make _i':,ﬂ 4%:-"!1.&.: found on our web site at
it easier for historic property owners ﬁ,‘ o~ - ;' “www.pawv.org/orgsurvey.doc. For
and preservation contractors to get in & & more information, or if you would like to
touch with one another. submit information on a contractor or organiza-

We are also conducting an Organizational Sur- tion, contact David Vago by emailing him at

2005 Conference Assistance

The WV State Historic Preservation Office is offering scholarships for registration fees
and lodging for the PAWV conference, and for the National Trust conference, both in
September. Application deadline is August 31. For details, see www.wvculture.org/shpo/
grants.html or contact Chris Knorr at 304-558-0240. PAWV also offers a reduced regis-
tration option for students or volunteers.

Heritage & Growth: Preserving Communities and Cultural Landscapes
Shepherdstown , West Virginia ~ 9 & 10 September, 2005
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