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A BRIDGE TOO FAR?

Martha Bridge Controversy Results In PAWV Action

In a startling about-face, the WV Division of
Highways now plans to demolish the 1882
truss bridge crossing the Guyandotte River at
Martha (near Barboursville and Huntington in
Cabell County). An interesting and hand-
some example of period bridge construction,
the structure is listed on the WVDOH state
historic bridge register, and is eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places.

Modern traffic demanded a bigger, better
bridge, recently completed at an adjacent
site. The plan for the historic bridge, previ-
ously approved by
the State Historic
Preservation Of-
fice (SHPO), was
to preserve and
restore the historic
bridge as a foot
bridge and a pic-
turesque link with
the past, leading to
a small new river-
side park to be
built at one end.

With preserva-
tion of the old
bridge assured by
official announce-
ment and correspondence with the Depart-
ment of Culture and History’s State Historic
Preservation Office, local and state preserva-
tionists rejoiced and relaxed.

Their happiness was cut short abruptly
when local resident Johnny Nance noticed
workmen removing the steel decking from
the bridge. Upon investigation, bridge sup-
porters found out that DOH had changed
their plan and decided to demolish the his-
toric bridge -- without completing the required
SHPO review, without any public hearing or
notification, and beginning the destruction
lacking even a valid contract for the demoli-
tion company. The historic metal signs on the
bridge were also missing, and although the
workmen claimed they had been given to an
unspecified “historical society,” the signs
have not yet turned up.

Bridge supporters immediately contacted
SHPO, who ordered a halt to any further
demolition while the required Section 106 re-
view for the changed plan is conducted.

With the matter still at issue, the board of
PAWYV passed a unanimous resolution on
February 17, 2005, calling for a letter of con-
cern about the WVDOH appearing to take
action without complying with review require-
ments. Section 106 requires (among other
things) that SHPO review and comment on
the impact on historic resources eligible for
the National Register before they can be
razed using Federal funds.

Section 106 mandates opportunity for,
and impartial review of, public comment as
part of the proc-
ess. PAWYV firmly
supports Section
106. PAWYV holds
the position that
government funds
used to demolish
or impact any sig-
nificant historic
structure should
be considered
very carefully and
completely under
the procedures
required by law.

PAWYV is one of
the state’s most
vocal proponents of Heritage Tourism as
economic development, which is one of the
fastest growing segments of the state’s econ-
omy. (See “Benefits” sidebar on page 3) Ac-
cordingly, each time a historic asset is lost it
is a permanent economic blow as well as a
cultural loss for the state.

Saving or destroying the old Martha Bridge
is a matter to be decided after weighing the
many aspects involved, factoring in the inter-
ests of the state as a whole, the local resi-
dents directly affected, and the overall his-
toric and economic impact. Any citizen who
wishes to comment on the Martha bridge can
send a letter to: James Sothen, WV Division
of Highways, Building 5 Room 103, 1900 Ka-
nawha Blvd East, Charleston, WV 25305. A
copy should also be sent to the State Historic
Preservation Office, (Cultural Center, same
street address as Highways) and, if you live
in the Martha vicinity, to your local legislators.
For more information about the bridge and
current efforts to save it, contact Karen
Nance, at knnance@adelphia.net



PAWV’s Preservation Agenda for 2005

PAWV’s Advocacy Action List for West Virginia is taking shape. Watch the ing of the Historic Preservation Development Grant Program, which is so
PAWV web site for more info on these issues as they develop in the legisla- helpful for rehabilitation of endangered historic properties.

ture. Please let us know if you are aware of other preservation-related issues  «  Support for Main Street budget. Main Street West Virginia is a vital

of interest to PAWYV members. partner in utilizing historic preservation to revitalize West Virginia com-

e Support of state-funded Cultural Heritage Tourism program. As our munities. They foster economic revitalization of commercial downtown
readers know, PAWV in partnership with Main Street West Virginia and historic districts. This year they are offering exciting training opportunities
heritage tourism groups around the state have been working for years to available to all communities, not just those designated as Main Street.
develop a West Virginia Cultural Heritage Tourism program. Accomplish- Continued support of their budget is essential.

ments of this program were featured in the last PAWV newsletter. We *  Repeal of the Snyder Amendment, which is necessary to prevent local

are se_eking_ state funding in the Development Office bL_Jdget o of_ficially governments from destroying historic properties without review or public
establish this program for development of Cultural Heritage Tourism sites input. (See “Background” sidebar below).

and products, which will provide real assistance to local groups around L . .

the state working to improve their sites and communities. Heritage Tour- *  SuPport legislation to loosen fire code requirements for small Bed

ism is economic development, and it is long past time that WV gave & Breakfasts. Current fire codes require the same code requirements
for Bed & Breakfasts with more than 3 guests as are required for large

proper attention to developing our heritage tourism attractions. hotele. This logi| o ch A o BaBeth 6
. L otels. This legislation would change that to allow s with 6 rooms or
Support for Cultural Improvement Plan for Division of Culture and fewer to use less expensive fire safety measures, thus avoiding prohibi-

History. This proposed budget improvement package includes full fund- tive costs for adaptations to the historic buildings.

West Virginia Preservationists Go To Washington

West Virginia recently participated in Preservation Lobby Day, co-sponsored by the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, Preservation Action, and the National Council for State Historic Preservation Officers.
PAWV, the State Historic Preservation Office, Main Street West Virginia and Vandalia Heritage Foundation BACKGROUND
participated in the event February 26 through March 2. Meetings of the partner organizations and educa- The Snyder Amendment
tional sessions about the issues provided information used in talking to our Congressional representatives.

The WV group met with staff representatives of all of our Congressional delegation, and were able to talk
to Sen. Rockefeller and Cong. Rahall in person. All of the offices listened attentively, and indicated that they
are supportive of preservation issues, although the tight budget makes full funding difficult. Congressman
Mollohan has joined the new House Preservation Caucus.

The Lobby Day issues discussed included:

In late 2000, the Jefferson County Com-
mission voted to raze the historic 1918
county jail. This prompted local grass-
roots action filing suit to stop the demoli-
tion and forming the Jefferson County
Preservation Alliance to Save our Heri-

*  Support for full funding of the Historic Preservation Fund, which provides funding for the State His- tage. JCPASH successfully argued that a
toric Preservation Offices (requesting $50 million, President's proposed budget $35.4), and including ~ Section 106 historic review was required
reinstatement of $30 million for the Save America’s Treasures funding (cut in half in the President’s before any action could be taken on the
proposed budget). jail, a National Register structure.

»  Support for the Community Restoration and Revitalization Act (HR 659 - Portman bill) This bill would In April 2001, Senator Herb Snyder in-

troduced Senate Bill 237 which redefined
for the purpose of West Virginia's preser-
vation laws what constitutes state gener-
ated funds. Under this amendment, county

change some of the features of the Preservation Tax Credit program to make it more useable for
smaller projects (increase tax credit from 20% to 40% for projects less than $2 million) and increase
its utility for housing, small

deals, and non-profit pro-
jects.

*  Encourage House
members to join the Con-
gressional Historic Preser-
vation Caucus.

e West Virginia issue —
seeking designation of the
Appalachian Forest Heri-
tage Area as a National
Heritage Area. See site at:
www.appalachianforest.us

For more information on
national preservation is-
sues, see the website at:
www.preservationaction.org

general revenue funds were considered
county funds only, regardless of the pres-
ence of state funds. The effect of this
change was to exempt counties from state
preservation laws. The commission then
returned to court and succeeded in having
the court-ordered injunction against demo-
lition lifted.

JCPASH countersued arguing that the
new law could not be applied to a pending
case. In 2003 the WV Supreme Court of
Appeals unanimously agreed. This reinsti-
tuted review for this jail, but county proper-
ties all over the state are still vulnerable.

JCPASH is now working with state legis-
lators to repeal the Snyder Amendment.

West Virginia preservationists visit Senator Bymffice in Washington, DC.  anq as always, write For updates and Informat_lon on this issue,
From left is Monica Miller (Main Street WV); Brian Booth, (Rects Assistant for Sen. ! ’ watch the JCPASH website at www.
Byrd); Nell Ziehl (NTHP); Carol Wallace (Projects Directfar Sen. Byrd); Laura Kuhns YOUr C‘?ngrESSpEOple O'n savethejail.org or Preservation Alliance
(Vandalia Heritage Foundation & NT Advisor); Susan Pierce (WV SHP@ha#! Mills  issues important to youl ; WIWW.
(Vandalia & PAWV). Phyllis Baxter (PAWV) is taking the picture. Advocacy issues at “pawv.org.
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National Road Mile Markers Restored

The Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology
(IHTIA), a research center in the Eberly College of Arts and Sciences at WVU,
has completed the restoration of the historic mile markers on U.S. Route 40 in
West Virginia. Existing markers were restored and new markers were cast and
installed to replace those missing between Wheeling Hill and the Pennsylvania
state line along the National Road, America’s first interstate highway.

This road was built in the 1810s from Cumberland, Maryland to Wheeling,
West Virginia. The white markers stand about 4 feet tall, informing travelers of
the distance to Wheeling, Cum-
berland, and other nearby
towns. They appear to be
made of stone, but are actually
cast iron. They date to the
1830s when the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers overhauled
the road and the federal gov-
emment turned over ownership
to the states to operate as a
turnpike. The iron markers
replaced stone originals estab-
lished when the road was com-
pleted to Wheeling sometime

about 1818.

The mile marker project

Cultural Heritage Tourism

By Dan Bonenberger

BENEFITS

Cultural Heritage Tourism is a crucial eco-
nomic development strategy:

81% of all domestic travelers included
a cultural activity in their leisure travel
54% of these travelers want to get off
the beaten path

58% want to try different foods, which
provides income for small, family res-
taurants.

Pennsylvania reported 88,000 jobs
created as the result of Cultural Heri-
tage Tourism efforts

In Maryland, the state’s $4.4 million
investment in cultural heritage tourism
leveraged an additional $10.3 million,
and each state dollar spent generates
$4.61 in annual state and local tax
revenues.

Cultural Heritage Tourism contributes to
preservation and local quality of life:

It develops shopping, eating and cul-
tural opportunities activities that com-
munities might not be able to support
with out these types of tourists.
Tourism revenue through entrance
fees, donations, earned income, and
taxes help support preservation and/or
conservation of significant sites and
buildings

Cultural Heritage Tourism honors
West Virginia’s past by capturing and
telling the stories of our state’s heri-
tage to visitors, neighbors, and, most
importantly, for our children.

was funded by a grant from the West Virginia Department
of Transportation through the Federal Highway Administra-
tion’s Transportation Enhancements Program. It was an
outgrowth of work by the National Road Alliance of West
Virginia, a non-profit organization formed in 1998 to pro-
mote and preserve the 16-mile historic National Road
corridor through the Northern Panhandle of West Virginia.

IHTIA consulted early maps and photographs of the
road to determine the proper placement of the markers. In
order to create authentic markers, the team partnered
with the West Virginia Virtual Environments Lab to create
a digital model of one of the historic markers. IHTIA con-
verted the model into computer-aided design (CAD)
drawings for the foundry to use when producing the new
markers. John Milner Associates, with a paint sample
analysis, confirmed the historic paint scheme.

Casting Technologies Incorporated produced the
duplicate castings, completed and painted in the summer of 2004 with a coat-
ing system donated by Carboline. The markers were installed in October,
2004. The following month, nine historic markers that still stood along the road
were cleaned, repaired, primed, and painted.

Sponsors of $1000 or more will be recognized on plagues to be installed in
two local visitor centers: the Wheeling Convention and Visitors Bureau and the
I-70 Welcome Center. For more information about the project or IHTIA, con-
tact Dan Bonenberger at 304-293-3589 or e-mail bberger@wvu.edu.
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Preservation Efforts Around The State

The Cockayne House in Marshall County

In November, 2001, Samuel A. J. Cockayne, a
WWiIl veteran and lifelong resident of Glen Dale,
Marshall County, West Virginia, passed away,
bequeathing his 1849 ancestral farmhouse and its
contents to the Town of Glen Dale. Because Mr.
Cockayne was reclusive and private, living what by
today’s standards would be considered an almost
primitive lifestyle, he had done little to alter the
structure during the fifty plus years of his owner-
ship. The house, once the centerpiece of an inter-
nationally recognized merino wool producing farm,
remains essentially unchanged from its Nineteenth
Century appearance, devoid of even electric wall
outlets. Mr. Cockayne lived in a back room of the
house, slept in an adjacent room and
closed off the remaining eleven rooms to N
human habitation. When city officials <
entered the premises, it was to discover § =
a house teeming with Nineteenth Cen-
tury furnishings, artifacts and memora-
bilia belonging to the Cockayne Family

The Town of Glen Dale has leased the property
to the Marshall County Historical Society in return
for the Society's efforts to preserve the property.
The Society is faced with enormous challenges in
its efforts to save not only the structure and its
extremely valuable contents, but also in restoring
much of the house’s large surrounding yard, pur-
chased shortly before Mr. Cockayne’s death. Re-
pair of the slate roof, planned for this spring, is
being funded by a SHPO Development grant, and
the wrap around porch also needs immediate at-
tention. Volunteers are working to identify, log,
photograph and organize the contents of the
house. The Society has been successful in obtain-

ing funds to reunite an Indian Burial Mound located
behind the house to the Project. Photos and Infor-
mation on Cockayne House can be seen at http:/
www.rootsweb.com/~wvmarsha/cockayne.htm or a
link can be accessed through www.
marshallcountytourism.com. To reach the Society
by mail, write to P.O. Box 122, Moundsville WV
26041.

Grants Aid Town’s Efforts in Mercer County

The town of Bramwell is in the final stages of a
Transportation Enhancement Funds project which
includes rehabilitation of the exterior facades of
commercial buildings along the main street. The
project also includes streetscape improvements,
such as lighting and handicapped access to a

raised sidewalk. Five building facades on
the main street were cleaned, pointed, re-
paired, and painted during the project. This
included removal of insensitive transom
area coverings and the restoration of origi-
nal prism glass transoms. It will also include
the return of a former theater facade to the
streetscape, which had been obscured with ply-
wood infill. Mayor Molly Robinette expects that
this is the first in a series of projects to return her
town's illustrious past.

Another Bramwell project currently in progress
involves rescuing the town’s former Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church. The church was deconsecrated
in 1952 and donated to the town by the Episcopal
Diocese of West Virginia. A $50,000 National Coal
Heritage Partnerships Grant has just been
awarded to help restore the church. They have
previously stabilized the building and have also
applied for a Save America’s Treasures grant.
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PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
OF WEST VIRGINIA, INC.

PO Box 3371 Charleston, WV 25333-3371
Phone: 304-345-6005

Email: info@pawv.org

Web: www.pawv.org

Saving Your History?

Is your organization working to save a
historic building or structure? To restore or
rehab a priceless landmark? To encourage
preservation in your community? To learn
more about your local history? To tell your
story for students or visitors? To bring heri-
tage tourists to your sites and shops? To
revitalize your downtown?

Preservation Alliance wants to hear about
your organization’s interests and needs, so
that we can better provide help and support
for your efforts. Please help us out by com-
pleting the PAWV Organizational Needs
survey. This will be available at History Day,
or on-line at www.pawv.org. We want to
hear from ALL state organizations whose
mission includes preserving our heritage!

HELP WANTED
PAW/ i s seeking a preservation pro-
fessional to serve as Director of
our organi zation. For a conplete job
description, send inquiry email to:
phyl | i sh@reer . net.
(Applications sought by March 31)

2005 Shepherdstown
PAWYV Conference
Is “In The Works”

Preservation Alliance is pleased

to announce that the 2005 Annual

Conference will be held in Shep-

herdstown on September 9-10.

Our hosts will include the Jeffer-

son County Historical Society and
Historic Shepherdstown, with co-sponsorship
from the WV State Historic Preservation Office,
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Main
Street WV, and WV Byways Program.

Attendees can look forward to another out-
standing conference with the theme including
preservation of Cultural Landscapes and Com-
munities. In addition to information sessions, ten-
tative plans include walking tours of Charles
Town and Shepherdstown, and a Friday evening
reception, plus Saturday driving tour to see
county historic properties that will end with a re-
ception at the White House Farm.

A conference brochure with more details
should be available by June. In the meantime,
watch the PAWV web site at www.pawv.org for
updates as information is confirmed.
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PAWYV Officers

Phyllis Baxter
Elkins — President

Dan Gooding
Huntington — Vice President

Mike Gioulis
Sutton — Treasurer

Terri Cutright
Morgantown — Secretary

Board Members

Christy Bailey Pineville
Ruth Brinker Elkins

Bob Conte
White Sulphur Springs

Bob Enoch Parkersburg
Deb Keddie Wheeling
Michael Mills Fairmont
Billy Joe Peyton Charleston
Susie Salisbury Charleston

Kip Stowell Harpers Ferry




