
By Dan Gooding 
The 2003 PAWV An-

nual Conference, show-
casing “Preservation Suc-
cesses” in one of West 
Virginia’s premiere historic 
towns, was hailed by all 
who attended. 

The affair began with a 
welcoming reception in the 
luxurious lobby of the 
Greenbrier Valley Theatre.  
Greenbrier Resort, flag-
ship of West Virginia tour-
ism,  provided the private 
reserve and private label 
wines served. Adding to 
the evening’s appeal, 
Robert S. Conte, Ph. D., 
the resort’s curator and 
historian, provided a capti-
vating pictorial narrative 
reviewing The Greenbrier’s archi-
tectural history.  The Lewisburg 
Preservation and Enhancement 
Alliance, The Greenbrier, and The 
Greenbrier Clinic sponsored the 
Thursday reception. 

Friday and Saturday, Septem-
ber 5 and 6, were busy days for 

conference participants, attending 
from all parts of the state. Confer-
ence registrants’ home counties 
ranged from Mercer to Jefferson 
and from Ohio to Monroe. 

Topics for the classroom-style 
presentations, held at Lewisburg’s 
Carnegie Hall, were carefully se-

lected to permit participants 
to delve deeply into the 
means by which preserva-
tion successes have been 
attained in the state. Ses-
sions included: saving an 
endangered building; plan-
ning for adaptive reuse; 
locating resources; case 
studies of successful pro-
jects in Lewisburg, Hunting-
ton and Clarksburg; legisla-
tive methods; building and 
maintaining advocacy or-
ganizations and the Lewis-
burg story---a case study in 
how to turn a failing town 
around through Historic 
Preservation and Heritage 
Tourism.  Site tours of two 
selected Lewisburg  restora-
tions were extremely popu-

lar.  Groups visited Montwell, site 
of Friday night’s reception, and 
the Tyree-Dunn House (the latter 
a “save” of an 1805 house that 
had been vacant and declining 
for over twenty years.)  In both 
cases the contractors were on 

(Continued on page 2) 

New Local Group Scores Preservation Win: 

Elkins Mill Building Purchased 
By Phyllis Baxter 

An Elkins industrial landmark is on the way to a new 
future with the purchase of the 100-year-old Elkins 
Milling Company building by C-HOPE -- Citizens for 
Historical Opportunity, Preservation and Education in 
Randolph County. The previous owners, Randolph 
County Development Authority (RCDA), had slated the 
property for demolition last year, but delayed to give C-
HOPE the opportunity to demonstrate a realistic adap-
tive reuse plan and capacity to rehabilitate the building. 
C-HOPE satisfied the RCDA concerns this fall, and will 
be moving forward with fundraising, grant-writing, and 
work on the building. 

Plans are to rehabilitate the building for a multiple 
use Forest Heritage Center connected with the Appa-
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The restored 1902 Carnegie Hall in Lewisburg, site 
of PAWV Annual Conference sessions 

Photo courtesy Greenbrier County CVB—www.greenbrierwv.com 
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lachian Forest Heritage Area. Interpretive displays and activities on 
forest-related themes, an artisans workshop area for working crafts-
people and classes, and museum shop and other retail are being 
planned once the building is complete.  

A National Endowment for the Humanities Consultation Grant pro-
ject is helping to plan the Forest Heritage Museum portion of the pro-
ject. A grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation helped 
fund architectural study of the building, and Preservation Alliance of 
West Virginia provided technical assistance.  

The architectural study of the building documents that the building is 
structurally sound and would be feasible to rehabilitate. Anticipated 
costs for rehabilitation are around $500,000, which must be raised by 
C-HOPE. 

Built in 1902 the Elkins Mill building is an important link in telling the 
story of the early history of Elkins, its families, and its economy. The 

Elkins Mill, operated under the Elkins Milling Company and later as the 
Darden Mill, was a major industry in the early years of Elkins. It was an 
original electric grain mill and produced flour, cereals and animal 
feeds, while providing employment and shipping on the railroad. It was 
a major employer for the town, at one point operating around the clock.  

Elkins historian Robert Whetsell, says he can find “no other commer-
cial building or mill still in decent shape in the region with a similar 
history and wooden frame/post and beam construction." Built to carry 
the weight of tons of feed and grain sacks imported and exported by 
railcar, the mill is the last architectural example of its kind in the county. 
Except for the Railroad Depot itself, the Mill is also the only original 
building still standing on the Elkins Railyard.  
C-HOPE is a new non-profit preservation advocacy group in Randolph County. 
For more information, or to contribute to the Mill project, write C-HOPE, PO 
Box 1961, Elkins, WV 26241 or contact organization President Spinner 
O’Flaherty at 304-637-6702 or <e_spin_o@yahoo.com> 

(Continued from page 1) 

Another Rescue: Elkins Mill Saved By New Group 

hand to explain just what was involved in the 
projects. 

Earlier, on Friday evening, Montwell, (1818) 
was opened to attendees for a private recep-
tion and tour.  Montwell is one of the city’s 
most important historic structures and stands 
on a promontory overlooking the downtown. It 
possesses a most distinguished countenance 
in the early classical revival style, featuring a 
double-porched portico fronted by thick, thirty-
foot tall columns.  Crossing the threshold un-
der a massive fanlight, guests were treated to 
tours of the home — so newly restored that no 
furniture was yet in place to obstruct an ex-
amination of its architecture.  The Greenbrier 
Resort again provided excellent wines and 
The Lewisburg Preservation and Enhance-
ment Alliance provided the food. 

The highlight of the conference was the 
rousing luncheon keynote speech by John 
Avoli, mayor of Staunton, 
Virginia.  Avoli, a Weirton 
native transplanted to 
Virginia to attend college 
in Richmond, is one of the 
nation’s most successful 
mayors in the area of 
economic development 
through Heritage Tour-
ism.  A strong advocate 
of Historic Preservation, 
Mayor Avoli spearheaded the ongoing  renais-
sance of Staunton.  He is now in his fifteenth 
year as mayor of the city and is recognized 

nationally for 
leading Staunton 
into a new era of 
national acclaim 
for its painstak-
ingly restored, 
elegant historic 
downtown.  As 
he told confer-
ence attendees 
about the evolu-
tion of Staunton’s 
recent progress, 
he stressed that the same could be done in 
most West Virginia cities by piggybacking onto 
the state’s already growing tourism industry.   

Also at the luncheon, Lewisburg native and 
prominent businessman John Wade Bell was 
selected to receive this year’s Rodney Collins 
Preservation Leadership Award. (See picture on 
the next page.) The Board of Directors had an 
easy task selecting John for this honor at its 
summer meeting in Wheeling, in light of his 
extraordinary long-term commitment to pre-
serving and reusing historic structures in West 
Virginia.  Most of his personal “preservation 
successes” have occurred in Greenbrier 
County, although his most recent save is of a 
notable log home near Wytheville, Virginia.  
This will be the third important log home he 
has rescued from imminent destruction by 
relocating it to family acreage near Lewisburg. 

 Bell’s offices are in the restored 1805 
Tyree-Dunn House — the same Lewisburg 
landmark included in Saturday’s tours.  John 

Wade Bell recently purchased The West Vir-
ginia Hotel building near the entrance to The 
Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs.  The 
long-vacant and endangered hotel is about 
receive a careful restoration and an adaptive 
reuse in the exemplary style of John Wade 
Bell. 

The weather was top-down perfect for Sat-
urday afternoon’s tours of two of the area’s 
most outstanding historic homes.  Spring 
Valley and Valley View were both visited by 
large caravans of conference attendees.  Both 
homes are still the seat of active farming op-
erations and remarkably, both remain in the 
hands of descendents of the homesteading 
pioneer families who first owned them two 
centuries ago.  The homes are very different 
in design and materials and the contrasts 
proved interesting.  The large, splendidly 
decorated homes have been carefully re-
stored.  Lovingly preserved mementos of the 
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Keynote Speaker 
John Avoli 

2003 Lewisburg PAWV Annual Conference Hailed By All 

Celebrating A Successful Conference: Attendees at the Saturday Picnic 
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By Joy Stalnaker 
Historical groups from around the state will 

again gather at the legislature to showcase 
issues and projects of importance.  

Slated this year for January 29, 2004, His-
tory Day features displays in the Capitol by a 
wide variety of historical groups, visits with 
local legislators about historical issues, History 
Hero awards recognizing significant contribu-
tion to state and local history through research, 
interpretation, publication or preservation, and 
a reception at the Cultural Center.  

Sponsors of History Day include West Vir-
ginia Historical Society, Mining Your History 

Foundation, Friends of Culture & History, WV 
Humanities Council, and Preservation Alliance 
of West Virginia, with assistance from the 
West Virginia Archives and History Commis-
sion and the WV Historic Preservation Office.  

Historical, preservation, and genealogical 
groups from around the state are urged to 
participate. History Hero nominations are due 
by January 5, and reservations for display 
booths by January 2, to Joy Stalnaker, Chair 
Archives & History Commission 213 Linger 
Run Road Horner, WV 26372 Phone (304) 
269-7091 or e-mail to: wvhistory-
day@hackerscreek.com or fax to (304) 269-

History Day At The Legislature, 2004 

In September, the Cass Preservation Com-
mittee of Mountain State Railroad and Logging 
Historical Association, with assistance from 
PAWV, completed a review and update of the 
Cass Master Plan, with renewed emphasis on 
preserving Cass’ historical structures.  

The state park is reviewing that 
plan, and is expected to include its 
recommendations in their work plans 
for Cass. A subcommittee is also work-
ing on a more detailed review of the 
status and needs of the historical 
structures, and an engineer’s 
overview of the Cass School has 
been done. The architectural 
report for the Doctor’s House is 

complete, and NSRLHA is fundraising to do 
the restoration.  

The Park completed work this year on the 
Masonic Hall, and will be working next year on 
the Luke House. Next year’s work plan for the 
Park includes a number of exciting improve-
ments, including new train ride offerings. 
MSRLHA continues progress on the on-going 
restoration of the Climax engine and continu-

ing renovation of the Kyle Neighbors Memo-
rial Lumber Museum.  

The amount of work (and money) needed 
in Cass is still daunting, but movement 

is all in the right direction toward 
making this truly unique 
national treasure shine. 

Cass Update: Continuing Progress  

PAWV President Phyllis Baxter pre-
sents the 2003 Rodney Collins Pres-
ervation Leadership Award to John 
Wade Bell III of Lewisburg for his 

sustained and outstanding work in 
the field of historic preservation. 

The partnership between PAWV and the 
WV Development Office to develop a heritage 
tourism program in West Virginia is making 
exciting progress. Under the able leadership of 
Scott Gerloff, CEO of Potomac Heritage Part-
nership, as program director, and with a new 
$125,000 two-year grant from the Benedum 
Foundation, the program is taking off.  

A number of partnership projects around the 
state are planned or underway, including or-
ganizational assistance and architectural 
guidebook for Frontiers to Mountaineers, inter-
pretation projects with Coal Heritage Trail, 
feasibility study with Appalachian Forest Heri-
tage Area, and a new brochure. A HUD grant 
has been awarded that will help to research 
heritage tourists’ needs and assist small busi-
nesses in meeting those needs.  

The program will host a whole new series of 
workshops in conjunction with the Small Busi-
ness Workforce Center. Agri-Tourism work-
shops are tentatively planned for Lewisburg, 
February 11th, Parkersburg, February 12th, 
and Moorefield on February 13th. In the spring 
look for sessions on introduction to heritage 
tourism and branding in several locations 
around the state.  

A new intern to help coordinate the program 
is just starting, and can provide more informa-
tion on the workshops or other aspects of the 
program. Contact Carrie Williams, Main Street 
West Virginia, WV Development Office, Capitol 
Complex, Building 6/553. Charleston, WV 
25305, phone 304-558-0121 ext. 711, email 
<cwilliams@wvdo.org>. 

WV Cultural Heritage Tourism Program 

pioneering Tuckwiller and Dickson families 
were displayed along with many of the origi-
nal family furnishings. The bucolic settings of 
each of the two monumental homes made 
them seem like scenes from some Currier 
and Ives print.  

An already perfect Saturday then con-
cluded with a wonderful picnic on the lawn of 
Deerfield, the mountain-top residence of 
John Wade and Ann Bell near Lewisburg.  
Deerfield is a recreation of a typical noble 
West Virginia farmhouse that might well have 
been built on the site about 1840.  The large 
brick structure includes a detached guest 
wing which is a fully restored, 1790, two-story 
log home.  Stunning vistas of the surrounding 
countryside were enjoyed from the lawn be-
hind the house where dinner tables were 
arrayed for the evening.  A light breeze car-
ried the scent of delicately seasoned sea 
bass as well as the alluring music of the 
area’s most popular jazz combo, The Tony 
Hayworth Trio.  Chef Tony Juker, owner and 
master of the kitchen of Lewisburg’s well-
respected TAVERN 1785, created a dinner 
that exceed all expectations.  The evening 
was the perfect cap to a perfect conference.   

PAWV extends a very warm thank you to 
all those who helped make this memorable 
conference possible and that would include 
most prominently those wonderful people 
who graciously opened their homes to our 
membership and guests: Paul & Mary 
Lindquist of Montwell, Page Dickson of 
Spring Valley Farm, Richard & Ann McClung 
of Valley View Farm, and John & Ann Bell of 
Deerfield 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Working to save our past… for our future. 

PAWV Officers  

Phyllis Baxter 
Elkins — President 

Dan Gooding 
Lewisburg — Vice President 

Mike Gioulis 
Sutton — Treasurer 

Terri Cutright 
Morgantown — Secretary 

 

Board Members  
Bob Conte  White Sulphur Springs 

Deb Keddie Wheeling 

Michael Mills  Fairmont 

Billy Joe Peyton  Huntington 

Susan Pierce  Charleston 

Susie Salisbury  Charleston 

Joy Stalnaker  Weston 

Kip Stowell  Harpers Ferry 

Season’s 
Greetings 

PAWV would like to thank all those 
who contributed to Preservation Alliance 
in the last year as members, donors and 
volunteers. We are pleased with the con-
tinued interest and increased awareness 
of the importance of preserving West Vir-
ginia’s heritage. 

As the end of the tax year grows near, 
we ask you to consider an additional tax-
deductible donation to help the work of 
PAWV.  As you know, we have changed to 
an annual membership policy, so all mem-
berships will come due starting in Janu-
ary 2004. Your December 2003 donation 
will be counted as your membership re-
newal for 2004.  

Again, thank you for your continued 
support, and Happy Holidays! 

Phyllis 
Phyllis Baxter, President, PAWV 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW for the 2004 Preserva-

tion Alliance of West Vir-
ginia conference currently 
being planned for Parkers-

burg, West Virginia next 
September 17 and 18.  

With co-sponsorship 
from the WV Historic Pres-
ervation Office and the Na-

tional Trust for Historic 
Preservation, this confer-

ence promises to be one of 
our best ever, with an ex-
citing mix of learning, dis-
cussion, tours, and fun.  

NEXT YEAR 
ON THE RIVER: 
Parkersburg 

2004! 


