2016 Preservation Advocacy Round-Up

Compiled by Danielle LaPresta Parker

Much of the success of historic preservation projects lies in
the government funding and agencies dedicated to preserving
our built heritage. Each year, PAWV travels to Charleston and
Washington D.C. to ask government officials for support for
certain historic preservation legislation. As your statewide
advocate, PAWV reports one-on-one with legislators each year
about preservation projects and issues, but we have found what
makes the best influence on the direction of our country is when
our leaders hear from you. Please consider contacting your
federal and state leaders about the following important historic
preservation legislation.

Don’t know who to call? Don’t know what to say? Keep reading
for tips!

Show Your Support for H.R.
3846 - Historic Tax Credit
Improvement Act of 2015

This bipartisan bill amends the Internal Revenue Code related
to the federal Historic Tax Credit (HTC) for commercial (income-
producing) properties. H.R. 3846 would:

e Increase the HTC from 20% to 30% for projects less than
$2.5 million in qualified rehabilitation expenditures;

e Simplify the process of transferring historic tax credits to
investors for projects under $2.5 million.

Historic Tax Credits helped save First Ward School in Elkins

Another HTC success story: Weiss Building, Morgantown, WV

Ask Congress to Reauthorize
the Historic Preservation Fund

On September 30, 2015 the U.S. House of Representatives
and U.S. Senate failed to reauthorize the Historic Preservation
Fund (HPF) despite bipartisan support. Like the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, the HPF receives funding through Outer
Continental Shelf oil lease revenue, not tax dollars. Without
authorization, the HPF will not be able to receive new funding.

The HPF was created in 1976 to carry out provisions of the
National Historic Preservation Act. All across the country, the
Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) has helped to recognize,
save, and protect America’s historic places. Despite chronic
underfunding, the HPF has facilitated over 80,000 listings on the
National Register of Historic Places and $109 billion on private
investment through the Historic Tax Credit. Now these successes
are at risk.

The expiration of the HPF creates uncertainty for the future
of one of our nation’s most important historic preservation
programs. Contact your representative and ask him to co-sponsor
this bill. Visit http://www.preservationaction.org/action-alert-
reauthorize-hpf/ for more information.

The changes are aimed at expanding the eligibility of
historic buildings that could use the historic tax credit
and making it more attractive for redevelopment in small,
midsize, and rural communities. The tax credit would also
work better in conjunction with state HTCs by eliminating
the federal tax on state HTC proceeds. In West Virginia, the
state HTC is 10% for income-producing properties, with a
combined state and federal HTC of 40%. This bill has been
referred to the House Ways and Means Committee.

Contact your representatives (see box at right) and ask
them to co-sponsor this bill.

Contact PAWYV at info@pawv.org or by calling 304-345-
6005 for a packet full of HTC Success Stories.

Senator Shelley Moore Capito, phone: (202) 224-6472
email form: http://www.capito.senate.gov/content/contact-shelley

Senator Joe Manchin Ill, phone: (202) 224-3954
email form: http://www.manchin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact-form

Representative David McKinley (District 1), phone: (202) 225-4172
email form: https://mckinley.house.gov/email-me/

Representative Alex Mooney (District 2), phone: (202) 225-3452
email form: https://mooney. house.gov/contact

Representative Evan Jenkins (District 3), phone: (202) 225-3452
email form: https://evanjenkins.house.gov/contact/email




EIPAWV &

PAWYV to Request Increase
In State Grant Funds

Over the last five years, the budget for
West Virginia’s state historic preservation
grant - the Development Grant - has been
downsized by over 50%. This decrease has
hit the preservation community hard by
limiting the only source of government
funding useable toward “bricks and
mortar”  preservation projects. For
FY2017, we are asking our legislators to
restore the historic preservation grants to
FY2013 ($563,750) levels. You can help by
contacting your legislators and explaining
that these grants are important to West
Virginia and that they stimulate downtown
economic  revitalization. For  more
complete information about the benefits
of this program, contact PAWV.

AFHA Seeks

National Designation
By Phyllis Baxter

Appalachian Forest Heritage Area
is a regional heritage area working in
16 highland counties of West Virginia
and 2 in western Maryland to promote
conservation, historic preservation,
community development, and heritage
tourism based on forest heritage. AFHA is
seeking designation as a National Heritage
Area, to give us national recognition and

assistance through the National Park
Service.
Congressman  McKinley, with co-

sponsorship from our other Congressmen,
has introduced HR 693 to designate
Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area.
Asimilar billin the Senate was introduced in
2013, but has now expired. We are hoping
for re-introduction of a Senate designation
bill during the winter of 2016. In addition,
the Alliance of National Heritage Areas
(including current NHAs in West Virginia -

National Coal Heritage Area and Wheeling
National Heritage Area) support a National
Heritage Area program bill, HR 581,
which would formalize the operation and
accountability of the National Heritage
Area program. AFHA supports this bill and
believes it would help with the passage
of our designation. Shepherding these
bills through Congressional committees
and approval is difficult, and it helps
a lot when our Representatives know
that people care. Please contact your
Congressmen and Senators and let them
know that you support the program bill
and funding for National Heritage Areas
and the designation of Appalachian Forest
National Heritage Area.

Learn more about the AFHA online at
their www.appalachianforest.us website.
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Where History Is Growing!

2016 WV Endangered Properties List: Important Updates!

By Kelli Shapiro, PhD, AmeriCorps

It’s that time of year again! As it has done each year since 2009,
PAWV will present the annual WV Endangered Properties List in
the upcoming year, but there will be some changes to the program
and the announcement for 2016. Not only are we moving the
announcement date to May 6, 2016, but PAWYV is also updating
its policies for the endangered list.

So what is the endangered list? It’s a collection of historic
resources that PAWV identifies annually as the historic assets
in the Mountain State most in jeopardy of being demolished or
destroyed. These properties are also good candidates for reuse
in their communities. Along with receiving valuable publicity,
sites accepted into the program receive
free technical assistance from PAWV. That
includes evaluations and resulting Prioritized
Narrative Needs Assessments by staff;
guidance in preservation projects and in
finding funding; and assistance in organizing
clean-up days, hands-on workshops, or other
skilled preservation activities. Accepted sites [[qumuwwre
must be listed in or eligible for the National pva
Register of Historic Places, must have strong
support by both owners and locals for their preservation and
reuse, and must be in danger (from neglect, environmental
issues, proposed demolition, rezoning/redevelopment, etc.).
PAWV determines its annual selections based not just on those
issues but also on project feasibility and on historic, cultural, and/
or architectural factors.

For 2016, PAWYV decided to make various changes to the list’s
competitive application process. In prior years, the application
deadline was in November, and the press conference was held
in conjunction with the state’s annual History Day event in
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Charleston - which is typically in February. However, that time of
year frequently has weather challenges that prohibit attendance,
and having only one location makes the press conference difficult
to attend by site stewards in far parts of the state.

Therefore, PAWV moved the application deadline to January
15th and the press conference to May 6, 2016. That will allow
the news release to occur in conjunction with, and in celebration
of, National Historic Preservation Month. Additionally, the
announcement will now be held each year at sites on the
Endangered Properties List (past or current years). This strategy
will allow PAWYV to showcase the List’s successes and works-in-
progress, as well as to hold the event in an area near some of
that year’s accepted sites - making it more
convenient for site stewards, as well as more
likely to attract local media attention.

Another change deals with site Vvisits,
a crucial element of the Endangered
Properties program. Previously, these visits
had typically occurred only after a site’s
acceptance onto the List; however, PAWV
staff may now conduct certain visits as
part of the application review process. By
doing so, staff can meet with site stewards,
property owners, and other relevant parties in advance of
acceptance, making sure everyone is on the same page regarding
future plans for the site. The preliminary visits will also permit
staff to view each site’s current conditions firsthand (which could
be important for noticing potential issues and concerns), as well
as to do initial work toward creating a Prioritized Narrative Needs
Assessment - should the site be accepted into the program.

The 2016 WV Endangered Properties List announcement will
be made on May 6, 2016. Look for more information about the
announcement and location at www.pawv.org.



