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OLD WHITE HOUSE

Description: The Antebellum home is a two-story log
structure covered in square-cut clapboard siding with a
kitchen on the right rear of the building. At some point, a
porch was added along the back wall of the main building
and kitchen. The house holds a large collection of artifacts
representing several generations of regional life.
Significance: The farm was built by Matthew McClung,
grandson of William McClung, one of the first settlers of
the area who took nearly 100,000 acres of land on the
Gauley River and its tributaries. Matthew also operated
one of the earliest stores in the region. In addition, the
Old White House served as the original post office of
Fowler’s Knob, and, accordingly, a number of U.S. Post
Office manuals dating from the mid-to-late 1800s can be
found inside the house.

Preservation Steps: Remove the later addition for the
long-term stabilization of the structure. Repair the tin
roof to prevent further water damage. Hire a structural
engineer to evaluate the

he Old White House,
which sits on the McClung-
McMillion Farm, houses a large
collection of artifacts and historical
records significant to Nicholas
County. A two-story log structure,
the house was built circa 1845 by
Matthew McClung on land given
to him by his grandfather William
McClung. The farm has been in the
McClung—McMillion family since its
construction.
For the past 30 years, the Old
White House has sat vacant with

outbuildings, some of which
are in danger of collapse.
Address the home’s security
issues.

Ultimate Goal: Complete the
restoration of the Old White
House and implement a plan
for proper collections care
and management so that it
may serve as a resource for
the community.

Resources: The owners have
invested personal resources
and will continue to do so.

Nominated by: Holt Barnitz

little maintenance, leading to water
damage from a leaking roof and the theft of various artifacts.
The current owners are in the process of passing ownership
to their grandson, who is very passionate about restoring the
property and implementing a collections care and management
policy so that the Old White House may serve as a resource for
the community.

Location: Mt. Nebo, Nicholas County

Endangerment: Deferred Maintenance, Security

Construction Date: c. 1845

Background: The “Old White House” sits on the McClung -
McMillion Farm, surrounded by four outbuildings—a granary,
chicken house, cellar, and large barn. The house has sat vacant
with no electricity or water for the past 30 years. This has led
to theft of some of the home’s artifacts and water damage.
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£SS0 SERVICE STAVION

he former Esso Service Station is located

on the main commercial thoroughfare in Fayetteville,
adjacent to numerous successful businesses and the
Fayetteville Historic District. Art Deco in style, the building was
used as an auto service and filling station from the time of its
construction circa 1945 until the late 1990s. In August of 2014,
the current owners, a couple from Fayetteville who are veteran
business owners, purchased the Esso Station with the intent
to completely renovate it and pursue a tenant to operate a
commercial venture in the building.
During the period between the closing of the station and
its sale to the current owners, the Esso Station was badly
neglected. The building has a failing roof, which could collapse
from the weight of snow. Further, the leaky roof has caused
severe water damage inside the structure leading to mold and
white rot. The owners are very passionate about rehabilitating

this property. However, they have very little experience with

historic preservation and require
guidance to save the site before
it deteriorates beyond a point of
salvage.
Location:
County
Endangerment: Neglect
Construction Date: 1945
Background: From its construction
circa 1945 until the late 1990s, the
Fayetteville Esso Station was an
operating auto service and filling
station. The building sat vacant for

Fayetteville, Fayette

style in the service/filling station industry.
It is integral to the historic fabric of
Fayetteville’s commercial district, and the
structure offers architectural variety that
is unique to the district.

Preservation Steps: Stabilize the roof
structure and interior environment.
Submit a nomination for the National
Register of Historic Places.

Ultimate Goal: The ultimate goal is to
complete the restoration of the Esso
Station, conserving as much of the original
material as possible, and pursue a tenant.

about 15 years, during which time
the gas pumps and underground storage tanks were removed.
The property has been deemed environmentally safe.
Description: The Esso Station is an Art Deco style auto service and
filling station. Typical of Art Deco commercial buildings, the block
construction walls are clad in enameled steel panels, and the
front of the building sports a wrap-around, curved wall of glass.

Significance: The Esso Station is a classic example of Art Deco

Resources: The owners have invested significant personal
resources. They also plan to apply for loans through the New River
Gorge Regional Development Authority, and PAWV will assist
them in identifying additional funding.

Nominated by: Adam Hodges, Community Development
Specialist, New River Gorge Regional Development Authority and
West Virginia State University Extension

Darden House

421 Davis Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
Phone: 304-345-6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Website: www.pawv.org



encompasses approximately eight city blocks around the
county courthouse, including the main streets of Neville, Main,
Prince and Heber.

B eckley Courthouse Square Historic District,

Since receiving its National Register designation in 1994, more
than 20 of the 100 contributing properties have been demolished

BECKLEY
(OURTHOUSE
SQUARE
HISTORI(
DISTRICY

constructed using local sandstone and brick and have simple
architectural detail. The public buildings were constructed of local
sandstone, brick and limestone. They are heavily architecturally
detailed and are more classical in design.

Significance: The Beckley Courthouse Square Historic District
symbolizes Beckley’s development from a small village to a city

and another 20 have been remodeled
without concern for the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties. Because of the loss
of historic integrity, the West Virginia
State Historic Preservation Office has
warned that the Beckley Courthouse
Square Historic District is in jeopardy
of being removed from the National
Register of Historic Places.

Location: Beckley, Raleigh County

and major business community for
local, state and federal needs in the
southern coalfields of West Virginia.
It is also significant because the
streets and lot parcels are the same
as when Alfred Beckley planned and
laid out the town in 1838. In addition,
the district is a concentrated grouping
of commercial buildings from the first
half of the 20th century.

Preservation Steps: Educate

Endangerment: Removal from

stakeholders about the

National Register of Historic
Places

Construction Date: 1900 - 1945
Background: The West Virginia

State Historic  Preservation
Office has warned that the
Beckley  Courthouse Square

Historic District is in danger
of being removed from the
National Register of Historic
Places. More than 20 of the 100
contributing properties have
been demolished and another

value of the Historic District,
provide training to the Historic
Landmarks Commission in their
efforts to manage the Historic
District, and provide technical
assistance to historic property
owners.

Ultimate Goal: The ultimate goal
is to encourage preservation and
appropriate development in the
Historic District.

Resources: In order to manage
the Historic District, the Historic

20 have been remodeled

without concern for the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties. Additional contributing
properties are currently being threatened with demolition.

Description: The private commercial buildings in the district were

Darden House

421 Davis Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
Phone: 304-345-6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Website: www.pawv.org

Landmark Commission will draw
on the resources the West Virginia State Historic Preservation
Office provides to Historic Landmark Commissions and Certified
Local Governments.

Nominated by: David Sibray



