
You are cordially invited to the Annual Historic 
Preserva  on Awards Banquet in Gra  on, WV, an 
inaugural WV Focus’s “Turn This Town Around” 
project.  This year’s event will highlight Gra  on’s 
excellent preserva  on projects along its Main Street.

Annual Historic Preservation Awards Banquet
Schedule of Events 

3:30 — Registra  on begins at the Interna  onal Mother’s Day Shrine
 Parking is available at the Shrine.

 Loca  on: 11 East Main Street, Gra  on
4:00 — Walking Tour of Main Street in Gra  on 

 Mee  ng loca  on is the Interna  onal Mother’s Day Shrine.
Gra  on holds a place of dis  nc  on in the histories of the American  
Civil War, the B & O Railroad, and Mother’s Day. Much of the business 
district as well as many of the churches, government buildings and 
fraternal orders upon which the town was built are s  ll standing as a 
testament to the power of the past. This tour of downtown will take 
you through the important events and introduce you to the infl uen  al 
people who shaped the Memorial City. Wear comfortable shoes and 
bring an umbrella.

5:30 — Separate registra  on period for
  Awards Banquet Ceremony and Dinner
6:00 — 2015 Historic Preserva  on Awards Ceremony

  Loca  on: Sanctuary of Interna  onal Mother’s Day Shrine
7:00 — Annual historic preserva  on awards dinner with
  Keynote Speaker, Nikki Bowman of New South Media

  Loca  on: Interna  onal Mother’s Day Shrine
9:00 — Live Musical Performance featuring old-  me musicians
 Ben Townsend, Jesse Milnes, Nate Druckenmiller, & Andy Fitzgibbon.

Loca  on: Manos Theater, 11 East Main Street, Gra  on, WV

Early-bird registra  on $70  _________

Late registra  on surcharge                         
(a  er September 4, 2015) + $15  _________

PAWV discounted membership
for non-members + $15  _________

Extra dona  on to PAWV  _________

Total  _________

Return forms and payment to: PAWV – 421 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 — or register online at www.pawv.org

Registration 

Registration price includes the walking tour, banquet dinner, and entry into the awards banquet ceremony.  Early registration for the 
banquet is recommended, as space is limited. An extra $10 suggested donation has been added to the fee with all proceeds bene itting the 
International Mother’s Day Shrine, owner of both the Shrine and Manos Theater.  Donations will be used in restoring these special properties.
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Phone

We are delighted to 
have Nikki Bowman as 
our keynote speaker at 
this year’s banquet. Nikki 
Bowman, a West Virginia 
na  ve, is the founder 
and owner of New 
South Media, Inc., which 
publishes the cri  cally 
acclaimed WV Living, WV 
Weddings, West Virginia 
Focus, Explore, and 
Morgantown magazines. 
In 2014, Gra  on was 
chosen as one of the 
inaugural towns in West Virginia Focus’ Turn This Town 
Around project.  Her company also recently took over the 
editorial and design of Wonderful West Virginia magazine. 
She graduated from West Virginia University and received 
her master’s degree in Wri  ng from DePaul University in 
Chicago. 

Nikki serves on the several boards including the 
Morgantown Chamber of Commerce, Tamarack Ar  san 
Founda  on, Regional Board of AAA, and the Greater 
Morgantown Conven  on and Visitor’s Bureau. She was 
recently chosen as a Folio: Top Woman in Media in 2015, 
and last year she was given the SBA’s 2014 Woman Business 
Champion of the Year Award. Her company is the recipient 
of six Star of the Industry Awards given by the West Virginia 
Division of Tourism.

Saturday, September 19th, 2015

Manos Theater (right) is directly across from Mother’s Day Shrine (left).



International 
Mother’s Day 

Shrine Welcomes 
PAWV to Grafton

By Marvin Gelhausen
International Mother’s Day 

Shrine President
You are invited to historic Gra  on for the 

September 19th Preserva  on Alliance of West 
Virginia (PAWV) Awards Banquet. On behalf 
of the Gra  on/Taylor County Community, we 
hope you will accept this invita  on and enjoy 
a day of preserva  on related ac  vi  es and 
events.

PAWV members voted that they wanted 
to come to Gra  on and PAWV will hold the 
event at the Interna  onal Mother’s Day 
Shrine, where Mother’s Day began on May 8, 
1903. This 1873 structure is a Na  onal Historic 
Landmark and earlier this year underwent its 
own Save America’s Treasures grant-funded 
restora  on. The building was built as Andrews 
Methodist Episcopal Church un  l it became the 
Interna  onal Mother’s Day Shrine on May 15, 
1962, dedicated to preserving and promo  ng 
Mother’s Day, Founder Anna Jarvis and her 
mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis.  

The Taylor County Historical and Genealogical 
Society welcomes PAWV members for a tour 
of the Society’s two Main Street structures, 
the 1894 Merchants and Mechanics Bank 
Building and the 1899 Jollife Building. The 

Society purchased the structures in 2000 and 
con  nues work to renovate the buildings into 
museum space to showcase the rich history 
and heritage of the Gra  on and Taylor County 
communi  es. The Society will also collaborate 
with PAWV for a walking tour of Gra  on’s 
downtown historic district. 

You may enjoy coming early or staying over 
and doing some sightseeing on your own. 
There is a self-guided tour of the downtown 
historic district which includes the impressive 
Gra  on B&O passenger sta  on (1911) and 
the adjacent Willard Hotel (1912).  Other 
points of interest include Tygart Lake State 
Park, the Gra  on Na  onal Cemetery and the 
West Virginia Na  onal Cemetery. Gra  on’s 
Bluemont Cemetery is the fi nal res  ng place 
for many prominent early residents and the 
older sec  ons have large and unique grave 
markers. 

Another local landmark is the Tygart Dam. 
This fl oor control facility was started in 1935 
and dedicated in October 1938. At the  me, it 
was the largest pure concrete structure east of 
the Mississippi River, containing over one and 
one fourth million cubic yards of concrete. It 
is 1,921 feet long, 207 feet wide and 230 feet 
high. Construc  on created Tygart Lake which is 
now a part of Tygart Lake State Park.  Visitors 
can take tours down through the interior of 
Tygart Dam. 

If you are looking for 
overnight lodging, local 
op  ons include the Crislip 
Motor Lodge and Tygart Lake 
State Park lodge and cabins. 
You will also be within a half 
hour to 45-minute drive of 
Clarksburg, Fairmont and 
Morgantown which have 
mul  ple lodging op  ons and 
provide a variety of other 
tourist sites, shopping and 
events. Other Taylor County 
sites include the Flemington 
Jail and the Lincoln School, a 
formerly segregated African 
American school. While in 
the area, you can also visit 
the Pleasant Creek Wildlife 
Management Area, try a 

game of golf at the Tygart Lake Public Golf 
Course or visit Valley Falls State Park. The Taylor 
County Public Library houses a large genealogy 
collec  on if you would like to do some family 
research while visi  ng.

A Taylor County brochure is available at the 
Mother’s Day Shrine where the Gra  on/Taylor 
County CVB is co-located. The website with 
dual lis  ngs of: www.VisitGra  onWV.com and/
or www.VisitTaylorCountyWV.com is a work 
in progress. You can e-mail editor@aacei.org 
if you have specifi c ques  ons that you need 
answered as you plan your visit to Gra  on 
and Taylor County, one of West Virginia’s most 
historic communi  es.  We are so excited to 
have you join us in Gra  on this September and 
cannot wait to share our history with you.
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Ensure that you and your friends sit together by sponsoring an 
exclusive table, seats eight, at the 2015 Historic Preserva  on Awards 
Banquet.  Pricing includes sponsorship recogni  on and registra  on 
for all eight guests. Table sponsors also receive front-row sea  ng 
at the Manos Theater for the musical performance. (First-come, 
fi rst-serve to reserve your seats!) Non-members receive a special 
discounted rate for eight memberships to PAWV.   Contact PAWV 
about your membership status at info@pawv.org or 304-345-6005. 
Banquet Table Rate: $500 for PAWV Members or $550 for non-
members. PAWV will contact you regarding your guests’ names, 
registra  on informa  on, and other details.

Sponsor a Table for Your Friends, 
Organization, or Business at the 
2015 Awards Banquet

Return forms and payment to: PAWV – 421 Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241 — or register online at www.pawv.org

Drs. Stephen and Kim McBride accept the 2014 West Virginia Archaeology Award
from PAWV Executive Director, Danielle LaPresta.  The Archaeology Award

was a new award for PAWV in 2014.

Please Note: The International Mother’s
Day Shrine is not ADA accessible.


