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FEAGANS MILL

Kabletown, Jefferson County

Date of Construction: before 1800

Threat: Deterioration, Pests

The original mill at the site was built by the Haines family between 1757 and
1760 and was the first of eight mills built on the South Fork of Bullskin Run prior
to 1800. That mill was burnt to the ground by Union forces during the Civil
War. It was rebuilt between 1868 and 1870 by Isaac Feagans and operated by the
Feagans family until 1937, when it burned again, only to be rebuilt and operated

until 1943, when it ceased operation. From 1943-2010, little upkeep had been done of the mill and it fell into a state of
disrepair with pests infiltrating much of the building. Acquired by the present owner in 2010, it is the last complete, intact,
and operable grist mill in Jefferson County and can be found in a largely agricultural area surrounded by historical houses
and farms, all of which predate 1880. The current owner is making strides to rehabilitate the property by removing most

GOLDEN RULE

Belington, Barbour County
Construction Date: 1902
Threat: Deferred Maintenance
and Vandalism

The Golden Rule played a significant
role in the commercial development
of Belington. For nearly 100 years,
the building housed a family-owned
business, Valley Grocery Company,
a wholesale operation that evolved
into the Golden Rule Company, which
was more retail based. Currently,

of the accumulated refuse from the
inside and the overgrowth of brush
from the exterior. The owner’s goal
is a full restoration of the site with
functioning historical mill, creamery,
and ancillary businesses for a heritage
tourism destination. There has been
some difficulty in moving forward with
the project, however, primarily related
to zoning and engineering regulation
concerns.

it is owned by a private owner and used for storage. The building has been subject

to deferred maintenance, vandalism, pests, and invasive vegetation.

Its Italianate
architectural style is a rarity that remains
intact from the town’s commercial
boom in the first half of the twentieth
century. It is additionally unique because
it features a water-powered elevator.
The Belington Revitalization Committee
(BRC) is dedicated to its preservation and
believes its re-use will spark much-needed
economic development in the area. The
group’s goals include acquisition and
development of a rehabilitation plan with
the BRC and the Woodlands Development
Group to jointly maintain the property.

KIRK’S BUILDING

Wheeling, Ohio County
Construction Date: 1916
Threat: Neglect

The Kirk’s Building is an early Art Deco
building located in the heart of downtown
Wheeling. It is located on a gateway into
the downtown district on Market Street
and sits adjacent to the West Virginia’s
Independence Hall. It is one of the few
terra cotta buildings in Wheeling. Most
recently, the building was home to Kirk’s Art Supply store. It was
used in its entirety by this retailer from 1964 to 2008. For the past
five years, the Kirk’s Building has been vacant and is suffering from
deferred maintenance. Its ownership is in a transitional phase, as
it was recently sold in a tax sale. There is a lot of support from
Wheeling residents to preserve this property, and community
supporters are working with the private owners toward devise a
plan to rehabilitate the building as
a rentable commercial space.

OLD FAYETTEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Fayetteville, Fayette County
Construction Date: 1923
Threat: Deferred Maintenance

The old Fayetteville High School building is an impressive
sandstone structure. It was constructed of locally quarried
sandstone by a prominent local stonemason company, C.G.
Janutolo and Company, also a member of the Fraternal Order
of Masons. The
school closed in 1999, and from 2004-201, it was used
for a storage space. During this period, there was no
heating system, and it began to deteriorate rapidly. In
December 2011, the Fayette County Board of Education
deeded the old school to the Town of Fayetteville. The
town government has since been devising an adaptive
re-use plan to restore the building and turn it into a
multi-tenant civic and arts center. The local government
established the Town of Fayetteville Old High School
Building Committee which applied for grant funds to
preserve and convert the property.

MARGARET MANSON WEIR
MEMORIAL POOL

Weirton, Hancock County
Construction Date: 1934
Threat: Deferred Maintenance, Demolition

The Margaret Manson Weir Memorial Pool is part of
the Marland Heights Park complex. Constructed during
the Weirton Steel Company’s boom years, the Art Deco
swimming pool is unique to its designer, Wesley Bintz,
known for his patented ovoid above-ground pool style. In
1983, the City of Weirton obtained ownership of the pool,
and closed it in 2005, although the park remains open.
Plans to demolish the pool were halted in 2012 by support
from the community.

This display of support

led the City to allow

the support group

known as the Marland

Heights ~ Community

Association, Inc. to take

steps in order to save

the pool. Currently,

a feasibility study is

being conducted to

determine whether the swimming pool can be successful
if reopened. If determined feasible, Weirton will allow
the Association to save the pool. The Marland Heights
Community Association, Inc.

is fundraising to update the

pool and reopen it so that it

can continue to be enjoyed

by community residents.



GLEN JEAN SCHOOL

Glen Jean, Fayette County
Construction Date: Approximately 1925
Threat: Deferred Maintenance, Vandalism

The old Glen Jean School is the last remaining structure from the original
development of Glen Jean by the McKell Family, who established the town
as part of their mining operations in the

region. It sits adjacent to the Boy Scouts of

America Bechtel Summit and the National

Park Service Headquarters for the New River

Gorge National River. The school ceased operations in 1997,

and beginning in 1999, it served as the business offices and

visitors center of the Thurmond, Glen Jean & Great New River

Railroad. After the sale of the railroad in 2006, the building

was closed and used for storage. It has been vacant for eight

years. Since 2009, a group of private investors have owned the

property and enclosed it. However, in the summer of 2013 it

was heavily vandalized, and it has been subject to damaging

water infiltration. Currently, the group is mobilizing to take action by assessing the feasibility

of a preservation re-use project for high-quality housing and hopes it will have a mixed use.

FORMER ENDANGERED SITES: ACTIVE AND MAKING PROGRESS

HISTORIC SECOND MCCOY FORT
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Greenbrier County, 2012 List

Ohio County, 2013 List McCoy Fort has been partially excavated.
Archaeologists from the University of
Kentucky led an archaeological dig during
which they engaged several local school
groups and Boy Scouts participating in
the summer 2013 Jamboree. Artifacts from
the dig are being studied. This research
will contribute to the nomination of
the property to the National Register of
Historic Places.

All of the brickwork damaged by
the roof collapse was replaced by
masonry volunteers to prepare for
the installation of wooden trusses by
Allegheny Restoration. The four brick
thick wall was matched with historic
bricks and with a historic mortar mix. Engineering consultation advised
the project to proceed with a truss design to accommodate the historical
sheathing that will be installed when the weather improves.

THE WESTLY SEARS KIT HOME

Greenbrier County, 2013 List

In December, the Greenbrier County Prosecuting Attorney asked the
County Commission to repurpose the house for space for the violent
crime task force. The Commissioners have publicly agreed not to make
any changes to the layout or interior woodwork. Some money has been
allocated to begin work on the house.

PAWY AND THE WEST VIRGINIA ENDANGERED LIST

Properties selected for the WV Endangered Properties List must be listed or eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places. They must also meet other criteria such as historic significance, preservation
emergency, and apparent local support. PAWV’s statewide field services representative, Lynn Stasick provides
endangered list sites with direct technical assistance including structural needs assessments, preservation
expertise, capacity building, and advocacy. Your donations make this program possible, please consider donating
to PAWV today at www.pawv.org. Look for updates on endangered sites from previous lists at:
www.pawv.org/endangerprogressreps.htm




