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PRESERVATION NEWS

from around the Mountain State

Join us October 8" for the PAWV Annual Meeting Register for the

PAWYV will be hosting its annual meeting and board election virtually this year Annual Meeting
during a lunchtime webinar on October 8" entitled “The Power of
Preservation Webinar - PAWV Annual Meeting & Industry Updates”. This
year's virtual event makes it easier than ever for PAWV members and
stakeholders to participate. Along with PAWV's annual board election and
brief organizational updates, you'll hear directly from preservation industry
leaders including: Meredith Dreistadt (Acting Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer), Jennifer Brennan (WV Main Street/On TRAC
Coordinator), Shaw Sprague and Renee Kuhlman (both of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation). This event is free and open to all!

Update - NRHP Nomination of New Deal Era Stone Walls Approved by NPS

We are proud to announce that our nomination of historic New Deal era stone walls in Morgantown has
officially been accepted by the National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. This significant achievement recognizes the enduring legacy and historical importance of these
remarkable structures, many of which were built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Federal
Emergency Relief Administration (FERA), the Works Progress Administration (WPA), as well as other
programs during the Great Depression. Constructed primarily in the 1930s and early 1940s as part of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal initiatives, these stone walls provided crucial employment
during a period of severe economic hardship. Learn more at www.pawv.org.
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Saving Historic Places Grants Progress Report

A flurry of construction activity has taken place at subgrants of the
Saving Historic Places Grant - a PAWV financial assistance
program supported by the Paul Bruhn Rural Revitalization Grant
(National Park Service). We are pleased to report multiple projects
are finished and on schedule to be completed.

e Kerns Cabin Roof Rehabilitation, Morgantown - This little
building has quite an interesting history! The red clapboard
siding protects a log cabin constructed in 177s by Michael Kern,

Historic rehabilitation work happening at
Kerns Cabin in the summer 2025.

an immigrant from Holland. Kern chose the Southeast side of Decker's Creek (over 600 acres
total) for his settlement. It's amazing that the home has remained through the growth of WVU,
and in many ways, we should thank, Dr. Maurice Brooks for this. A former WVU professor and
one of the foremost authority's on Appalachian plant life, he lived in the historic home and also
rented it to local students when the property was nominated to the National Register of Historic
Places in the early 1990s. Today, the property is owned by a local businessowner who rents the
property and continues to preserve the first fortification in the Morgantown area. Roof
rehabilitation work for this project was done by Michael Harker Contracting of Morgantown.

e Former United Brethren Church Window Replacement,
Buckhannon - This beautiful historic church in downtown
Buckhannon is being rehabilitated by local artist, Tim
Hubbs, owner of the Blaxxmith Shop Studio Art Gallery,
to serve as a creative hub for groups like the Infamous
Art Collective. PAWV supported the fabrication and
installation of historically appropriate windows in
openings that were previously boarded up. Work for this
project was completed by City Construction Company
based in Clarksburg.

e Hughes House Window Fabrication, Wheeling - Located
prominently along Main Street in the North Wheelin%
Historic District, the Hughes House is a historic mid-19'
century residential property. PAWV supported the
fabrication of several new historically-sensitive wood
windows in openings that were previously board up. In
2022, the Friends of Wheeling acquired the building and
has been working to adaptively reuse it into two
residential homes. Work for this building was completed
by Bigfoot Restoration based in Wellsburg (pictured right)

e Tyree Tavern Log Beam Replacement and Roof Rehabilitation, Ansted - Located in the heart of
the New River Gorge National Park & Preserve, the historic Tyree Tavern features an original
portion built prior to 1810 by Joseph Skaggs - one of the first settlers of the area. It eventually
became a stage coach stop in 1827, when a toll road known as the James River and Kanawha
Turnpike was established. The special building is being lovingly preserved for a house museum.
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