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The Preservation
Alliance of West
Virginia serves as the
statewide grassroots
organization
dedicated to the
support and promotion
of historic preservation.

To learn more about
PAWV’s work and
programs, including the
Preserve WV
AmeriCorps program,
visit pawv.org.
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This year’s conference brought together preservationists,
advocates, students, and skilled tradespeople from
across the State. With 164 attendees, jam-packed
sessions and lively social events, the three-day event
delivered both substance and spirit.

The conference kicked off Thursday at the Wheeling
Artisan Center with an opening reception and student
showcase featuring work from Belmont College’s
Building Preservation and Restoration Program.
Wheeling Mayor Denny Magruder (pictured above)
welcomed everyone and set the tone for a weekend of
collaboration, craft, and community. Later that night,
the Limeburn social at the historic Kraft House on
Wheeling Island gave attendees a chance to unwind.
PAWV Board Member Jon Smith brought the evening to
life with firelight, hands-on history, and great stories. No
surprise it was voted the weekend’s “most fun” event!



Banquet & Keynote Address
Dr. Matt Wagner of Main Street
America (pictured right), drawing on
his private sector insight, inspired
Awards Banquet attendees with
stories and examples that showed
how big ideas about place-based
revitalization and creative thinking
can spark real change right here in
West Virginia, leaving the audience
energized and ready to make a
difference.

Celebrating Wheeling’s Historic Places:
Preservationists Gather for 2025

Conference (continued)

Tours, Awards & Community Moments
Tickets for the tours and Awards Banquet
sold out before registration even closed!
Attendees explored Wheeling’s historic
districts and Mt. Wood Cemetery, along
with fan favorites like the Grave Creek
Mound and Cockayne Farmstead in
Marshall County. Oglebay Resort’s
Glessner Auditorium provided the
perfect setting for the Awards Banquet,
which was a heartfelt celebration of
leaders like Lifetime Achievement Award
honoree, Jeanne Finstein of Wheeling
and many others whose work continues
to shape preservation across our state. 

Above: Walking Tour of North Wheeling
Historic District with Jeanne Finstein

Hands-On Learning & High-Impact Ideas
Top-rated sessions included using historic tax
credits, flood adaptation, assessing and
restoring residential properties, business
basics for new preservation contractors and a
stucco restoration workshop. These sessions
were described as essential, engaging, and
empowering, mixing actionable knowledge
with community focus.  

Pictured left: Limeburn at historic Kraft House. 
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PAWV announced the recipients of the 2025 West Virginia Historic Preservation
Awards at its annual awards banquet on Friday, May 2, at Oglebay Resort. These
awards recognize outstanding contributions to historic preservation throughout the
Mountain State. Congratulations to everyone and thank you for your dedication to
historic preservation!

Adaptive Reuse Award – Bluefield Arts & Revitalization Corporation, for the
Granada Theater & the Raleigh Street Cinemas and Education Center
(Bluefield)
Most Significant Save of an Endangered Property Award – Jason
Bradcovich & Larry Brothers, for the Kraft House (Wheeling)
Excellent AmeriCorps Award – Sharon David (Wheeling)
Archaeology Award – Robert Sheets, Fort Warwick Project (Pocahontas
County) - Pictured Below
Betty “Snookie” Nutting Preservation Persistence Awards 

 Middleway Conservancy & Protect Middleway (Jefferson County)
Lisa Badia (Wheeling)

Michael Gioulis Downtown Preservation Award – Chris Rizer (Point
Pleasant)
Bob Weir Craftsperson Award – Roger Edwards (Wheeling)
Rodney Collins Preservation Achievement Award – Senator Ryan Weld
(Wellsburg)
Dr. Emory Kemp Lifetime Achievement Award – Jeanne Finstein (Wheeling)

Each year, the Alliance presents two
Preservation Persistence Awards to
recognize individuals and organizations
demonstrating extraordinary dedication to
historic preservation. This year, the award
was renamed in honor of Betty "Snookie"
Woods Nutting of Wheeling, a trailblazer in
the field whose tireless efforts have left a
lasting impact. Snookie served as President
of PAWV, was named a Distinguished West
Virginian, advised the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, and received the Dr.
Emory Kemp Lifetime Achievement Award.
She was instrumental in saving 22 buildings
in Wheeling. She established a legacy of
persistence, dedication, and achievement
that serves as a model for today’s
preservationists.

Congratulations to the 2025 Historic
Preservation Award Winners!
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Above: Robert Sheets of Pocahontas County
instructs local students at Fort Warwick.



Many of you may have seen the news that the Preserve WV AmeriCorps program had
been terminated in late April due to cuts made by the Department of Governmental
Efficiency (DOGE). Twenty-two AmeriCorps service members serving historic sites
and government agencies across the state were released from service as a result of
this action. After several federal court cases found terminations unlawful in other
states, the administration reversed its position by reinstating our program and others. 

Each member faced different circumstances following the program’s termination,
and we were not able to bring everyone back. However, 10 members have been
reinstated to finish out their terms this year. This includes members serving at:

Clarksburg History Museum
Greenbrier Historical Society
Jefferson County Historic Landmarks Commission
Main Street Ripley
Marshall County Historical Society
PAWV
Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail
West Virginia Humanities Council
World Scouting Museum

Others are creating new beginnings as a result of changes at PAWV. When we
learned of the termination, we acted fast and moved the 3 historic trades members
to our partner organization, Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area, where they
could serve another term uninterrupted. Three members were hired on at their sites
as employees, and 6 others have moved onto new jobs, service positions, or graduate
school. 

We appreciate everyone who supported us through donations and other ways during
the termination period, especially Wheeling Service Corps, which helped to keep 3
members in service-based internship positions. Whether we will win another
AmeriCorps award is yet to be decided. We hope to update everyone soon!

PAWV Board of Directors PAWV Board of Directors 
President: Cade Vogelsong, Charleston
Vice President: Vacancy
Treasurer: Phyllis Baxter, Elkins
Secretary: Rebecca Juarez,
Mannington

District 1
Ken Lindsay, Scott Depot 
Christopher Rizer, Point Pleasant
David Sibray, Beckley 
William “Skip” Deegans, Lewisburg

District 2
Jon Smith, Wheeling
Betsy Sweeny, Wheeling
Logan Smith, Elkins
Shannon Tinnell, Morgantown
Greg Coble, Shepherdstown

At-large
Michael Gioulis, Sutton 
Monica Miller, Charleston 
T. Cris Green, Clarksburg 

Ex Officio
Meredith Dreistadt,
WV State Historic
Preservation Office
Jennifer Brennan,
Main Street West
Virginia

AmericorpsAmericorpsPreserve WV Update
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The National Park Service has issued a final decision on its December 2023 proposal
to demolish 19 historic buildings within New River Gorge National Park and Preserve in
West Virginia. In response, PAWV added these irreplaceable sites to the West Virginia
Endangered Properties List in early 2024 and has actively participated as a
consulting party - alongside many others - to advocate for their preservation.  As
many will recall, the Park Service presented three alternatives for managing these
structures:

Alternative A: No Action
Alternative B: Demolish All Proposed Excess Historic Structures (their preferred
option)
Alternative C: Retain Proposed Excess Historic Structures with High Potential for
Reuse – originally included the Marilyn Brown House, the Thurmond Ice House, and
the Dun Glen Ark.

Advocacy Updates
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On July 18, the Park announced its
decision to move forward with
Alternative C, with minor
modifications. This includes
consideration of 3 additional
buildings for retention with the
option to lease: the Tom Kelly
House, the Dun Glen Boat Storage
Rack, and the Dun Glen Mini Ark. 

PAWV is encouraged by the NPS
decision to compromise on the
proposed demolitions by retaining
and offering leasing opportunities 
for several historic properties. Although we are disappointed that the Prince Brothers
Store (pictured above) and the Dun Glen Hotel site were not included in the leasing
pool, this outcome marks a meaningful victory for public advocacy and historic
preservation. It opens the door to save and restore more irreplaceable sites for future
generations. We are grateful for this progress and are now turning our attention to
understanding the leasing process so we can help the public develop strong
proposals for the rehabilitation and reuse of these significant buildings.

Check out the New & Improved Historic Preservation
Professionals Directory - an update from our trusted

Consultants/Contractors List. The website has a new look and
search capabilities to help you find historic trades professionals

and consultants to help with every preservation project.
https://www.pawv.org/directory.html



Two important updates to share on our National Advocacy Efforts --

1) FY25 Historic Preservation Funding Moves Forward! The FY25 Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) has been
approved, and State/Tribal Historic Preservation Offices can now submit
applications for funding.

2) The Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit was retained in the Senate budget
reconciliation bill. Unfortunately, no improvements that we have been advocating
for were included, but we are pleased that we were not targeted for a rollback or
elimination as we were in 2017. The House is taking up the bill now.

Your advocacy and dedication helped to make this possible! Thank you!

Advocacy Updates (continued)
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 If you reached out to a member of Congress on these
issues, please consider following up and thanking them
for their support. Ask them to support FY26
appropriations for the Historic Preservation Fund. These
important programs help make historic preservation
projects more feasible and accessible. 

PAWV has regretfully added the Downtown
Charles Town National Historic District in
Jefferson County to its Most Endangered
Historic Properties List. This decision follows
careful monitoring of the Jefferson County
Commission’s plans to relocate county offices
and courts to newly acquired buildings on the
former American Public University System
campus. These actions have moved forward
without meaningful dialogue with the City of
Charles Town or the nonprofit Main Street
organization, Charles Town Now, regarding
the future redevelopment of the 10 historic
buildings slated to be vacated - including the
Jefferson County Courthouse, a National
Historic Landmark (pictured left). Learn more
at www.pawv.org. 

Charles Town National Historic District
Added to WV Most Endangered List


