
Lodging Information
PAWV has reserved a block of hotel rooms at the Blennerhassett Hotel for the 2018 West Virginia Historic Preservation Conference.  

The deadline to make a reservation in the room block is August 30, 2018. Rooms in the hotel block are available on September 19, 
20, & 21. The discounted nightly room rate is $115 for a Traditional Double and $119 for a Traditional King. Taxes and other fees may 
be added upon check-out. 

It is recommended that atten-
dees call Central Reservation 
at 800-262-2536 to book your 
overnight accommodations. 
Please reference Preservation 
Alliance of West Virginia when 
you call.

You can also book an overnight 
reservation via their website at 
www.theblennerhassett.com.  You 
will need to type in the following 
group code when making your 
booking: 300936

Enjoy free guest breakfasts and 
complimentary valet while staying 
at the main conference venue.

Ed McMahon of the  
Urban Land Institute is 
Featured Keynote Speaker
 PAWV is thrilled to welcome Ed McMahon to Parkersburg as the keynote speaker during 

Friday’s annual historic preservation awards banquet.  Ed's presentation will be entitled 
Saving Place: the New Formula for Community Revitalization.  This talk will discuss 
how small cities & towns can grow without destroying the places people love. It will 
showcase how preserving authenticity and a unique sense of place are critical to economic 
revitalization in a rapidly changing world. 

Ed holds the Charles E. Fraser Chair on Sustainable Development and Environmental 
Policy at the Urban Land Institute (ULI) in Washington, D.C.  He is nationally known as an 
inspiring and thought-provoking speaker and a leading authority on topics such as the links 
between health and the built environment, sustainable development, land conservation, 
smart growth, and historic preservation.

The Blennerhassett Hotel — 320 Market Street, Parkersburg WV



THURSDAY 
September 20

1:00 – 4:15
Historic Preservation 101 for 
Real Estate Professionals 

This workshop offers 3 hours of West Virginia 
Real Estate Commission CE credits. During 
the workshop, the West Virginia State Historic 
Preservation Office will explain what historic 
preservation means, and you will gain an 
understanding of historic zoning and design 
review, recognizing local architectural styles, 
incentivizing historic properties through historic 
tax credits and development grants, and 
marketing historic properties.

1:00 – 5:00

Walking Tour of Julia-Ann 
Square Historic District & 
Downtown Parkersburg 

Join local history experts and community 
development professionals in exploring two 
historic areas of Parkersburg. This afternoon 
will be split into two walking tours. During the 
tour, participants will learn about the history of 
the Julia-Ann Square neighborhood and hear 
preservation stories while touring the inside of 
notable homes. Participants will also tour several 
significant downtown structures including the 
Masonic Lodge Building. Refreshments will be 
provided. Registration begins at Noon at the 
Blennerhassett Hotel.

5:00
Smoot Theatre

Opening Reception and 
Presentation of New Book:  
Historic Movie Theatres of West Virginia

Enjoy a tour of the Smoot Theatre and a special 
presentation about West Virginia’s historic 
movie theatres by PAWV’s Kelli Shapiro. Heavy 
appetizers will be served, and you can purchase 
copies of PAWV’s new book, Historic Movie 
Theatres of West Virginia. 

FRIDAY 
September 21

9:00 - 12:00
James McNeil Stephenson Mansion 

1131 7th Street, Parkersburg

Preservation at West Virginia 
University at Parkersburg: 
A Walking Tour of the 1832 
James McNeil Stephenson 
Mansion at Oakland 

During a walking tour of the historic mansion 
and its six acres, teaching experts will discuss 
various points of preservation and restoration 
interest on the property to share information 
about the work completed, historic building 
practices and how students are taking part in the 
project.

(This tour is limited to 15 participants.)

9:30 - 10:45

The West Virginia Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit 

In October of 2017, the West Virginia Legislature 
increased the state Historic Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit for commercial properties from 10% to 
25%. With the increase came new requirements 
for application submittal and processing. 
Staff from the West Virginia State Historic 
Preservation Office will conduct a training on the 
application process and submission procedures. 
An overview of the program will be provided with 
additional detail on the new procedures.

Flood Risk and Historic 
Resources: A National 
Perspective

The U.S Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
National Nonstructural Committee (NNC) team 
members have been involved in numerous flood 
risk management projects involving historically 
sensitive structures/communities. The projects 
involved assessing the potential impacts of 
flooding, the opportunities to mitigate future 
flood damages, with preservation of architectural 
features and historic significance as a high 
priority. 

11:00 - 12:15

Panel: Meet the Funders
Panelists will discuss funding available for 

the rehabilitation and re-purposing of historic 
properties. Panelists will include representatives 
from Natural Capital Investment Fund, Mountain 
Valley Bank, West Virginia State Historic 
Preservation Office, & the Preservation Alliance 
of West Virginia.

Panel: Preserving West 
Virginia Historic Building 
Stock Utilizing Nonstructural 
Measures and Green 
Infrastructure 

This panel will address potential impacts of 
flooding on historic buildings/communities, the 
opportunities to mitigate future flood damages, 
and weigh concerns over preserving those 
architectural features which are important to 
our American heritage. A discussion on the 
importance of implementing flood risk adaptive 
measures such as elevation, relocation, 
flood proofing, rain gardens, and green 
spaces to reduce the effects of flooding, while 
acknowledging our obligation to protect and 
preserve structures of historic significance will 
ensue.

BizBuzHub – Senator Jennings 
Randolph House – Living 
Museum in Salem, WV 

Discover how Salem University and Salem, 
WV have utilized people of all ages involved 
in community building via BizBuzHub and what 
actions have been taken since discussions were 
held at Senator Jennings Randolph House.  
The new organic approach to modeling used in 
this effort has already served many well in the 
business field and beyond. It looks for possible 
connections and random collision of individuals 
to achieve stated goals.

1:30 - 2:30

Plenary Session: How Real 
Estate Crowdfunding Can 
Support Historic Preservation 
Projects 

With the recent increase in West Virginia’s state 
historic tax credit, there’s greater opportunity 
and urgency around projects in historic 
properties. Despite this tax credit, developers 
face numerous hurdles in delivering innovative 
projects – maybe it’s a project in an unproven yet 
rebounding market, or maybe federal regulations 
are limiting a proposed mixed-use development, 
or perhaps it’s a lack of comparable projects in 
a given market. Could real estate crowdfunding 
help developers fill funding gaps? A result of 
the Obama Administration’s 2012 JOBS Act 
(Jump Our Business Start-ups), real estate 
crowdfunding is a nascent industry that has 
grown from nothing in 2012 to a market of 
over $3.5 billion in 2016. How can this tool 
and the platforms that use it be utilized to bring 
meaningful preservation projects to life? This 
presentation gives an overview of the current real 
estate crowdfunding regulations, and highlights 
how one platform, Small Change, is catalyzing 
the development of transformative projects by 
issuing offerings that allow anyone over the age 
of 18 to invest in building better communities.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
All events take place at the Blennerhassett Hotel, unless otherwise stated.



2:45-4:00
New Funding for Sacred Places

As West Virginia is confronted with a growing 
number of church closings, investigating and 
applying best practices and innovative solutions 
for maintaining historic houses of worship as 
community-serving institutions will be critical. 
Laura Schuetz, senior program manager at 
Partners for Sacred Places, will discuss funding 
opportunities for these irreplaceable architectural 
treasures and community hubs, including the 
National Fund for Sacred Places and effective 
capital campaign strategies. Partners for Sacred 
Places, founded in 1989, is the nation’s only 
non-sectarian, nonprofit organization focused on 
building the capacity of congregations of historic 
places to better serve their communities as 
anchor institutions, nurturing transformation and 
shaping vibrant, creative communities. 

“Beware of Bad Stuff”
Mark Boggs is a professional environmental 

scientist and environmental health/safety 
principal investigator, who will give a detailed 
presentation on hazardous construction 
materials, conditions reports, remediation plans, 
and more.  This session will be broken up into 
three focal points: real property transactions, 
renovation projects, and mold. 

2:45-4:00
Panel: Reviving An 
Historic Theatre 

A panel of experts in West Virginia historic 
theater restoration will explain how they 
helped to turn around old theaters so that they 
could become thriving hang-outs once again. 
Panelists will discuss success stories in Hinton, 
Clarksburg, Buckhannon, and New Martinsville, 
and special focus will be placed on the finances 
necessary to push these projects forward. 

6:00

2018 WEST VIRGINIA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
AWARDS BANQUET

Join PAWV in honoring the best and brightest in 
historic preservation for the year 2018. A plated 
dinner will be catered by the Blennerhassett 
Hotel, and Ed McMahon of the Urban Land 
Institute will be the keynote speaker.

SATURDAY 
September 22

8:30 - 9:45

Building Pathology for 
Your Historic Site 

Do you have an historic building in your life? We 
often don’t “see” what the buildings try to show us 
as they age. During this session, Adventures in 
Elegance will explore some easy-to-spot exterior 
and interior tell-tale signs when something is 
going wrong - or about to. Participants will learn 
how to decipher a building’s pathology; covering 
topics like cracked plaster, deteriorating brick, 
and elusive leaks - learn how to play detective in 
your historic building. 

Certified Local  
Government Training 

The Certified Local Government program is 
managed in coordination with the National Park 
Service and the State Historic Preservation 
Office. Historic Landmark Commissions can 
apply to participate in the program if they meet 
specific criteria. Staff from the State Historic 
Preservation Office will provide a training session 
for Historic Landmark Commission members 
who are interested in becoming a CLG and 
those who already participate in the program. 
Topics covered will include membership 
requirements, meeting requirements and other 
important information for those involved with a 
Historic Landmark Commission and Certified 
Local Government. 
(This session by invitation only & registration is required.)

10:00 - 11:15

Cemetery Restoration 
Workshop, Part 1
Rebekah Karelis and Sarel Venter, with Adventures 
in Elegance, LLC, will cover the basic skills, tools, 
and techniques used in cemetery preservation by 
telling the story of Mt. Wood Cemetery in Wheeling 
and the work that they have done there. The 
presentation will give an overview to attendees in 
proper gravestone preservation and restoration 
procedures - both the planning and hands-on 
aspects - with a special focus on proper cleaning 
techniques, as well as tips and tricks.

Repurposing Historic, 
Decommissioned Schools 
Learn about recent data PAWV has collected about 
the historic, vacant schools, as well as ideas for 
repurposing these buildings. Panelists will include 
representatives from the Preservation Alliance of 
West Virginia and the West Virginia Community 
Development HUB.

Additional Presentation - TBA
(Check http://www.pawv.org for updates on this session.)

12:30
Henderson Hall 

517 Old River Road, Williamstown

Cemetery Restoration 
Workshop, Part 2 
Continuing from the classroom presentation in the 
morning, we will then get our hands dirty in the field 
by going to the family cemetery at Henderson Hall. 
Rebekah and Sarel of Adventures in Elegance will 
demonstrate the skills introduced in the presentation 
and attendees will have the option to participate 
in cleaning and resetting small monuments. We 
will cover common stone types, styles, and special 
considerations for deteriorated gravestones during 
this session as well. 

12:00 – 4:00
Blennerhassett Museum 

137 Juliana Street, Parkersburg

Blennerhassett Island Ferry 
Ride & Tour 

11:00 am - Blennerhassett Museum is open
   for a self-guided tour
12:00 pm - Ferry to Blennerhassett Island 
   (Be there before Noon for ferry.)
12:30 pm - Hot Box Lunch
1:30 p.m. - Blennerhassett Mansion Tour
2:30 p.m. - Horse-drawn wagon ride
3:30 p.m. - Ferry to Parkersburg Point Park

Attend This 
Conference:
Please complete, clip, and return this 
form to PAWV (address on cover). 
PAWV members receive a discount of 
$15 off the total price. If you are not 
sure about your membership status, 
contact info@pawv.org. 

Full conference registration $175
Thursday only - registration $35
Friday only - registration $60 
 (banquet ticket NOT included)
Saturday only - registration $60
Banquet Ticket $75
Friday & Saturday two days only  
   registration  - $100 
      (banquet ticket NOT included)

TOTAL 

Name: 

Address: 

Email: 

Special Dietary Requests:

This conference is being financed in part with Federal funds from the 
National Park Service, Department of the Interior. Regulations of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in 
departmental Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has 
been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by 
a recipient of Federal assistance should write to:

Chief, Office of Equal Opportunity Programs
United States Department of the Interior / National Park Service
1201 Eye Street, NW (2740) / Washington, DC 20005



Return Service Requested

PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
OF WEST VIRGINIA, INC.
Darden House
421 Davis Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
Phone: 304–345–6005
Email: info@pawv.org
Web: www.pawv.org

PAWV's first book, Historic Movie 
Theatres of West Virginia (part of Arcadia 
Publishing's popular "Images of America" 
series) will be provided as part of all full 
and two-day registrations for the West 
Virginia Historic Preservation Conference. 
Registrants will receive this book as part 
of their registration packets. For attendees 
who register at the one-day rate, for 
the banquet only, or who wish to buy 
additional copies for others, the book 
will also be available for sale during the 
conference.

Pre-order your book from PAWV and 
receive a discount off the list price:

Unable to attend the conference?  You 
can still purchase a copy from PAWV for 
$18 each (a 25% discount). The book will 
be available to be mailed from PAWV in 
September.  Contact info@pawv.org or call 
304-345-6005 to order your book today.

Special Gift for Conference Attendees:

Historic Movie Theatres of West Virginia
About the Book: 
Over the course of the 20th century, 
West Virginia contained an impressive 
diversity of movie theatres—ranging 
from multipurpose auditoriums in 
company towns to early nickelodeons 
and from ornate, urban picture palaces 
to neighborhood movie houses and 
suburban drive-ins. In the state’s working-
class areas, as well as in upscale districts 
where industry barons lived, residents 
came together to find amusement and 
relaxation in these invaluable venues. 
Many of these theatres have since 
disappeared from the landscape, while 
others sit vacant or have been converted 
for other uses. Some, however, have 
been reopened or restored. They 
proudly provide their communities with 
entertainment today, whether showing 
films or hosting the performing arts. They 
serve as catalysts for local revitalization 
and as success stories showcasing the 
value of historic preservation.

Inside:
Historic Preservation Conference
September 20-22, 2018 
Parkersburg, West Virginia

Thank you to our Sponsors!


